
April 14, 10 am - 6 PM
Waterway Village in Gulf Shores under the Intracoastal Bridge 

225 East 24th Avenue, Gulf Shores

Presented by

The pots begin 
boiling at 10 a.m. and 
we’ll Laissez les bons 
temps rouler (let the 
good times roll) all 

day long with Zydeco 
sounds grooving 

until 6 p.m. 

festival 
FREE to the public

5K RUN/WALK 
and 1 Mile Fun Run

Learn more at
GSOB.CO/CRAWFISH
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WARM BEER & LOUSY PIZZA

HOME OF THE FLYING TOMATO &
THE WHO’S YOUR DADDY BURGER

A Bill McGinnes owned local institution for 31 years

FULL MENU 
‘TIL MIDNIGHT

LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY

NEVER A COVER
MON, TUE, WED & THURS

Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde
APRIL 13, 14, 27 & 28:

Bo Grant (of The Platters)
APRIL 15: J & J • APRIL 22 & 29: Destiny Brown

APRIL 21: Eden Brown • APRIL 20: Justin Wall 

HAPPY HOUR
11-7 MON-FRI
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South Baldwin Community Theatre Presents "The Snow White Variety Show" by Brian D. Taylor
The South Baldwin Community Theatre production of “The Snow White Variety Show” by Brian D.

Taylor will open at 7:30 p.m. on April 13 at the Gulf Shores theatre. Part of the theatre’s Young Artist
Series, the curtain will also open at 7:30 p.m. on on April 14, April 20 and April 21, with 2 p.m. mati-
nees scheduled on April 15 and April 22. Tickets are $9.95 for students and $15 for adults and avail-
able at sbct.biz or at the South Baldwin Community Theatre box office, located at  2022 West 2nd St.
in Gulf Shores (251-968-6721. Be a memebr of the live studio audience for the most watched, most
talked about show on the Fairytale Network, Real Talk with Fairytale Legends, where the seven
dwarves will tell the story of Snow White as the Fairytale Players bring it to life.  As each new dwarf
takes a turn telling part of Snow White’s famous story in his or her own unique voice, the players’ re-
enactment shifts to match the style and personality of that particular dwarf.  At any given moment,
the story can be anything — romance, comedy, home improvement show, suspense, Western, epic po-
etry, mystery, cooking show, stand-up routine, or blockbuster action movie!  There’s even a “Miss
Fairest of Them All” beauty pageant!  It all culminates in a mad-dash ending of fast-changing gen-
res that sets the record straight on Snow White’s happily-ever-after. Pictured: Young actors practic-
ing for the upcoming SBCT production of “The Snow White Variety Show.”

Marketplace, Music & Movie April 20 in Foley’s Heritage Park
Heritage Park Marketplace will again come alive with vendors

offering a wide variety of art and crafts, produce and food on
Friday, April 20. The marketplace will operate from 4:30 – 7:30.
Enjoy a walk in lovely, historic Heritage Park, you can visit ven-
dors showcasing arts and craft, flowers, baked goods, produce,
polymer clay fine art, paintings and many other items. 
Music and a Movie will feature live entertainment beginning at

6 p.m., followed by a movie at dusk. “Folks are encouraged to come
early and bring their lawn chairs or blankets and get comfortable
for an afternoon and evening of fun and free entertainment,” said
Linda Hula, event planner with the city of Foley.  Movie dates in-
clude April 20 and 27, May 18 and 25 and June 1 and 8.  Go to
visityfoley.org for a complete list of movies.   
Admission is free. Concessions will be available for purchase on

site.  “We love to see families playing together and friends gath-
ering to enjoy music, a little shopping, tasty food and a relaxed
evening enjoying a movie under the stars,” said Hula. 

The entertainment series kicks off with a performance by the
Christina Christian Trio, a regional favorite featuring Americana
music. Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo animals will visit at 5:30 p.m.
Come early and enjoy the animals. Each week, live entertainment
will begin at 6 p.m., followed by a family-friendly movie presented
on a large inflatable screen. The fantastic Baldwin Pops Memorial
Day concert will be on May 25  Other entertainers include Shelby
Brown of the Voice, the Groovinators, T-Bone Montgomery with
Mac Walters and Charles “Bo” Grant, formerly with the Platters.    

The family-oriented event is presented each year by the city of
Foley and generously supported by the community.  Heritage
Park is located at the intersection of Ala. 59 and U.S. 98 in Foley.
For a complete movie and entertainment schedule or to become a
vendor, please contact Linda Hula at 251-943-1300, lhula@city-
offoley.org  or visit visitfoley.org.

Classic June plays Kids House fundraiser at Hub’s April 14
Local rock band Classic June will play at Hub Stacey's At The

Point on Saturday April 14 from 2-4 p.m. to benefit Gulf Coast
Kid's House. All tips collected will go to help serve victims of child
abuse. Classic June play favorite classics for a great cause in
recognition of April being Child Abuse Prevention Month. Band
members include Jesse Bumann, Guitar/Vocals; Christopher
Crowley, Bass/Vocals; and Nolan Costa, Drums/Vocals.

Gulf Coast Kid's House is a children's advocacy center serving
Escambia County and Pensacola. Gulf Coast Kid's House pro-
vides a place where child protective services, law enforcement,
legal, medical, and mental health professionals work together
under one roof to provide comprehensive services for abused chil-
dren.

AROUND TOWN

Couples tickets and event sponsorships are still
available for the April 14 Baldwin Art for Heart Gala
& Live Auction that is expected to draw more than
400 people to the home John & Shelly McInnis in Or-
ange Beach. Chairs for the 6-9 p.m.
event are Cindy Long of The Wharf and
Krissy Shamburger of South Baldwin
Regional Medical Center. 
The 2018 medical honoree is Dr. Ellis

Allen of Foley. The community honoree
is Kevin Corcoran, the broker at
RE/MAX of Gulf Shores. Signature
sponsors are The Wharf and South
Baldwin Regional Medical Center.
For 26 years, Art for Heart has helped

to advance the lifesaving mission of the
American Heart Association, a mission
that has impacted the lives of thou-
sands of men, women and children in
South Alabama. 
Last year’s gala raised $202,000 to

support cardiovascular research, profes-
sional and community education, and
advocacy efforts. Each year, community
members, medical professionals and
corporate leaders come together to cele-
brate this lifesaving work. 
The Baldwin Art for Heart event cele-

brates the work and mission of the
American Heart Association; the contri-
butions of donors and volunteers; and -
most importantly - the lives saved and improved
through the joint effort. 
“There is no doubt that this is a group effort,’’ said

event coordinator Taji Kirkland. “Our sponsors. Our
volunteers. There is a long list of people that come to-

gether to make this happen.’’
In addition to world class art, auction items will in-

clude jewelry, fishing trips and even  a one-of-a-kind
vanity buffet.

Sponsorship opportunities are still
available and include tickets. For more
event info, call or email Kirkland
(taji.kirkland@heart.org or 228-604-
5316. For sponsor info, call or email
Bridgett Dunn (bridgett.dunn@heart.org
or 678-224-2047).

Cardiovascular disease and stroke are
the respective No. 1 and No. 5 killers of
Americans. The American Heart Associ-
ation is the nation’s oldest, largest vol-
untary organization devoted to building
healthier lives, free of cardiovascular
diseases and stroke.
Pictured: (Center top) Dr. Allen is the
lead physician for Aspire Health in the
greater Mobile area. He has been in pri-
vate practice for 23 years in Foley and
has served as a medical director for hos-
pice and home health, in addition to
leading one of the largest independent
physician associations in Alabama. He
is also on the faculty as his alma matter,
the University of South Alabama and
spent five years on active duty in the
US Navy. 
Pictured: (Center bottom) Kevin Corco-

ran is president of the Gulf Shores Board of Educa-
tion and has a long history of local community service
that includes serving as President for the Coastal Al-
abama Business Chamber, Gulf Coast Athletic Club
and Dolphin Athletics Club. 

Tickets still available for April 14 Art For Heart Gala
John & Shelly McInnis to host; Kevin Corcoran & Dr. Ellis Allen are honorees
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April 21 closet swap at GLYC benefits Underdogs
Gather friends and family for a fun morning of swapping clothes

during the Spring/Summer Closet Swap to Benefit Underdogs
scheduled on Saturday, April 21 from 8 - 11 a.m. downstairs at

the Grand Lagoon Yacht Club, located at 10653
Gulf Beach Hwy.

Admission to the event, sponsored by the Pi-
rates of Lost Treasure, is $20 and 20 nice items
from your clost that youa re ready to part with,
including shoes, belts, hats, purses and jewelry.
Garments should be pressed and on hangers.
Clothes will be accepted from 8-9 a.m.. Organ-
izers will sort the clothes and the swapping be-
gins at 9:30 a.m. For more info, call Jimmie Sue
Walters at 850-525-1975 or Tina Morrison at

850-377-5603. Save UnderDogs is an all volunteer group of peo-
ple who rescue and foster needy dogs, mostly from death row at
local shelters. Dogs are kept in our homes for evaluation and are
socialized in a home environment. We operate by fundraising and
with personal funds, which is why we can only help a few dogs at
a time. For more info, visit saveunderdogs.com.
Pictured: Hobo, a schnauzer that Underdogs is trying to place in

a permanent home. 

AROUND TOWN

The Lower Alabama Chapter of Coastal Conservation
Association Alabama (CCA) will hold its 19th annual
Lower Alabama CCA Beach Party from 6-10 p.m. on
April 21 at the Orange Beach Event Center at The
Wharf.

Tickets for the party, presented by American Protec-
tion Services, are $75 per person or $110 per couple.
Both options include one yearlong CCA membership.
Tickets are available at Sam’s Bait & Tackle in Orange
Beach, South Shore Insurance in Foley, M&M Bank in
Gulf Shores, the CCA offices in Orange Beach (25595
Canal Rd, Ste I) and online at ccaalabama.org.

In addition to dinner provided by Villagio, the
fundraiser includes a huge silent auction featuring
tackle, art, boating gear, golf, fishing packages, jewelry
and clothing. There will also be a live auction, raffles,
door prizes and a chance to take home a Bote Rover
micro-skiff.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. Please email

Lower Alabama Chapter President Matt Grant
mgrant@grantwealthmanagement.com for more info or

call 251-747-0575.
CCA Alabama was founded in 1982 and is the second

oldest CCA state chapter in the organization. With
eight chapters in the state, CCA Alabama now has over
2,000 members who work to conserve marine resources
for future generations of Alabamians to enjoy. CCA Al-
abama has been instrumental in achieving numerous
accomplishments in protecting and rebuilding marine
resources in Alabama, including game fish status for
speckled trout, redfish, and tarpon, protecting impor-
tant grass bed/nursery areas from shrimping, and sup-
porting a highly successful gill net buyback plan. The
chapter has also launched a vibrant marine habitat
program in recent years that has contributed over
$350,000 to several noteworthy projects in the last five
years, including construction of two new reefs on the
north side of Dauphin island in Mississippi Sound, reef
refurbishment projects in Mobile Bay’s eastern shore,
and sponsoring expeditions to survey and preserve the
ancient deltaic forest recently discovered south of Fort
Morgan.

19th CCA Beach Party April 21 at Orange Beach Event Center

Boating Safely Course April 14
at O.B. Community Center

Flotilla 3-10 (Alabama South Coast) of the
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary will con-
duct a class on safe boating Saturday, April 14,
at the Orange Beach Community Center. Suc-
cessful completion of this course meets the edu-
cational requirement to obtain a boating license
in Alabama and other states. Course content in-
cludes boating terminology, safe and practical
boating procedures, safety equipment, boating
laws, navigation rules, chart reading and navi-
gation, docking techniques, and knot tying. The
minimum age for enrollment is 12 years. The
course will be from 8 AM to 5 PM. The fee is $35
per individual or $50 for two family members
sharing a book. The fee provides a textbook, in-
structional materials, lunch and refreshments.

Registration is required. Contact Malcolm Chase
at malinmo@yahoo.com or (251) 284-1461 to reg-
ister. Information is also available on the Coast
Guard Auxiliary web site cgaux.org. 

Pleasure Isle Junior Woman’s
Club Bunny Hop Run is April 15

On April 15, the Pleasure Island Junior
Woman’s Club will host Annual Bunny Hop Run
in Honor of Ann Reese Grote. Proceeds benefit
the Ann Reese Grote Scholarship and the club’s
Clothe The Children program.  The 5K will begin
at 8:30 am at The Wharf in Orange Beach, and
the Fun Run will start off shortly after. Chil-
dren’s activities, refreshments and goody bag will
be provided, including a T-shirt. 

Runners may register at the event or at ac-
tive.com. 

City Rhythm Big Band Dance April 21 in Loxley
The City Rhythm Big Band has scheduled its Spring Is Here

Dance on Saturday, April 21 at the Loxley Civic Center from 7-10
p.m. Tickets are $10 per person, and snacks will be available at
the BYOB event.

The City Rhythm Big Band is an 18 piece big band that plays
music from the big band era made famous by such artists as
Count Basie, Woody Herman, Glen Miller, Duke Ellington and
others. They also play some current favorites. Vocalists Kathy
Murchison and Ken Thacker add their touch to the band with
beautiful lyrics and awesome voices. Together, the band and vo-
calists present a wonderful evening of music. For all information,
visit cityrhythmbb.com.  The Loxley Civic Center is located at
4198 Municipal Park Dr. A dance is also scheduled on May 12.
Pictured: Fun times at the Feburary CRBB dance at the Loxley
Civic Center.
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By John Mullen
A determined mayor and Orange Beach City Council

began the effort to limit expansion of vacation rentals in
residential areas in December. And, that determination
did not wane through meeting after meeting and oppo-
sition from national and state Realtor organizations.

On April 3, two new ordinances breezed through with
hardly a whimper with no speakers in opposition but
two surprise votes against from Councilman Jeff Sil-
vers. The measures, one to establish a short-term rental
category of 14 days or less and another to establish a
$500-per-year business license to operate one, each
passed 5-1.

Also, during the following work session, the city re-
vealed final plans for landscaping in the medians along
Alabama 182, or beach road.

“You’re opposed to it?” Mayor Tony Kennon asked Sil-
vers. “The vacation rentals we’ve been talking about for
two months?”

“I’m opposed to it,” Silvers answered.
JEFF SILVERS

After the meeting, Silvers said he’d like to see more
policing of the problem properties and perhaps even
pulling licenses of repeat offenders rather than re-
stricting vacation rentals in neighborhoods. The new or-
dinance restricts new licenses in neighborhoods but
those already operating will be allowed to continue but
under closer scrutiny, council members said. 

“I just think that we should reinforce the three strikes
you’re out or maybe two strikes and you’re out,” Silvers
said. “I believe you have some bad apples but I don’t
think the bad ones should penalize the good folks that
are managing their properties responsibly.”

City Attorney Wanda Cochran informed the council
that the moratorium on vacation rental licenses voted
into effect needed to be repealed. 

But Councilwoman Joni Blalock asked if it could be
kept in place until some areas of town that are planned
unit developments with single-family residences in
them could be included in the restricted areas. Four
zoning districts in the city are restricted from adding
vacation rental properties, three residential designa-
tions and mobile home subdivisions. PUDs were not in-
cluded in the restriction.

“There were clearly some places that wanted to be in-
cluded in this and were not,” Blalock said.

Cochran answered that the moratorium didn’t just

cover vacation rental licenses in residential sections but
over the entire city. Someone who recently bought a
condo and wants to use it for short-term rentals could-
n’t get a license as long as the ban was still in place.

“If that moratorium stays in place it will impact peo-
ple outside the residential neighborhoods,” Cochran
said.

One particular case was the Beaver Creek subdivision
on the city’s western edge off of Canal Road. Commu-
nity Development Director Kit Alexander said that sub-
division was considered multi-family because of the
conditions of the PUD when it was first developed.

Blalock said residents there want and in other PUDs
across the city wanted to be placed in the restricted
zone. Kennon said because of their PUD status the
property owners associations in those developments
need to address it in their covenants and restrictions.

The current short-term license, which will remain in
place for all other vacation licenses, is for rentals of six
months or less and cost $132 a year. In 2017 Orange
Beach generated about $2.4 million on all business li-
censes in the city with about $830,000 coming from
short-term rental licenses. Short-term rentals in neigh-
borhoods brought in $38,000 of that number.

In 2009, Gulf Shores voted in a special district for
short-term rentals in the beach area. The city also al-
lows short-term rentals in areas zoned general business
or multi-family outside of that district.

“The city adopted what is called single family and du-
plex short-term rental overlay district,” City Planner
Andy Bauer said. “That overlay district is in the beach
area primarily down West Beach. All other areas of the
city zoned single family and duplex are not allowed to
rent.”

A short-term rental in Gulf Shores is considered 180
days or less and yearly license fees are based on receipts
gathered the year before on the unit. Fees range from
$180 if gross receipts are 0-$49,000 with an additional
$45 fee for each unit. 

The city’s table for all business licenses goes up to $75
million in gross receipts, but the highest in the short-
term rental category was $200,000-$249,000 which cost
the license holder $590 and a fee of $45 for each unit.
Gulf Shore generated more than $580,000 on short-
term rental licenses in 2017 with another $180,000 gen-
erated by the $45 per unit fee.

Gulf Shores revenue on all business licenses was

about $2.3 million in 2017.

BEACH ROAD LANDSCAPING
City Administrator Ken Grimes said the Public Works

Department will start landscaping the medians built in
the first phase of the U-turn project after spring break
ends on April 7.

“Our process will include digging out six to eight
inches of sand,” Grimes said. “Then we’ll have to put in
sprinklers. The boring is done and the waterline is in.
That will take a couple of weeks to get all the pipes in.
we’ll fill that in with topsoil with plants on the ends and
sod. You’ll see that go in, we think, in about five weeks.”

Kennon said the end result will concentrate on keep-
ing city crews safe during installation and upkeep.

“We want to know what can we do with the least
amount of maintenance because of safety,” Kennon said.
“The main concern is maintenance and safety of main-
tenance personnel in the summer.”

The city will start with a minimum effort to spruce
the area up and after the initial phase takes root decide
if more is needed, Kennon said.

“We’re going to sod everything and on the endcaps,
we’re going to do juniper and African iris,” Kennon said.
“Get it watered out, growing, established. Then we’ll all
talk about how much do we want to spend on beds and
trees and do we even want to do any more after we see
what it looks like.”

With spring break over, Grimes said, the work on the
second phase of the U-turn median project will move to
the center of the road to begin building new median
areas.

In other business during the regular session, the coun-
cil:
• Passed a resolution buying an SUV for the Police De-
partment to for $25,998. 

• Passed a resolution authorizing the execution of a
land swap agreement with the State of Alabama De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Resources. Ini-
tially the city’s new sewage treatment plant was built
one lot further to the west on state park land and the
city swapped land to the east of the new plant to the
state.
• Postponed transferring land on Canal Road to the
Baldwin County Board of Education until the April 17
council meeting. The transfer was first proposed in the
Dec. 12 council regular session and has been postponed
in every meeting since. Baldwin County wants to build
a seventh-through-12th-grade school at the site of the
former sewage plant.
• Removed a request for rezoning four lots at the corner
of Alabama 161 and Bonito Drive for the purpose of
building a Zaxby’s restaurant. The applicant pulled the
applicant.

Orange Beach establishes new short term rental category with license fees
National & state realtor associations, Councilman Jeff Silvers oppose the new ordinances
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2nd Annual Forward City Con April 14 at Foley Library
The 2nd Annual Forward City Con, a free comic/anime /gaming

convention sponsored by the Foley Public Library, will be held at
the Foley Civic Center on Saturday, April 14 from 10 am. ‘til 6
p.m. Many local vendors such as Action Game & Movie, Gamer’s
Domain, Wormhole VR, Inverse Press and Brew Productions as
well as local artists will be participating. Activities include the
cosplay contest, photo opp areas, human bingo and a wheel of con
game. There will also be video and tabletop gaming areas. Ani-
mes will be shown in the Foley Public Library’s upstairs meeting
room from 1 - 6 p.m. The Foley Library is located at 407 E Laurel
Ave. Pictured: 2017 Cosplay contest winners; Kenny Zaborny and
his self-made robot, Chopper; Costumed fun at 2017 City Con.
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AROUND TOWN

Professor Emerita of Law, Nancy Lawler Dickhute,
will be the next speaker at the LA Beachwriter’s
meeting on Monday, April 16 at 5:30 p.m. at the
Thomas B. Norton Public Library in Gulf Shores. 
An organizational meeting will follow the presenta-

tion. The public is welcome. Members of LA Beach-
writers and those interested in becoming members
are welcome to stay for the meeting after the presen-
tation. If you plan on attending, please send a short
email to Nancy Lawler Dickhute at dick-
hute@creighton.edu.
Dickhute (pictured) will discuss the cri-

tiquing process and how to give and receive
feedback during the writing process. Dick-
hute spent 27 years teaching at Creighton
University School of Law in Omaha, Ne-
braska, where she served as Director of
Legal Writing and Associate Dean for Pro-
fessional Development. 
As Director of Legal Writing, Professor

Dickhute taught classes that focused on
analytical writing, contract drafting, per-
suasive techniques and effective oral argu-
ment. She is a big believer that all writing is
persuasive in some fashion. Writers need to grab
their readers’ attention from the first sentence. 
“Most writers get one chance to make an effective

first impression Therefore knowing your audience’s
needs and your purpose is paramount to keeping the
reader’s attention. Providing concrete feedback allows
a writer to assess the effectiveness of his or her mes-
sage as seen through the eyes of the reader.”  Dick-
hute’s presentation will provide writers of all genres
with some tried and true techniques for giving an-
other writer meaningful feedback. 
Professor Dickhute graduated from Creighton Univer-
sity School of Law and then served as a law clerk to

the Honorable Leslie Boslaugh and Chief Justice
William Hastings of the Nebraska Supreme Court.
She was then associated with the Omaha law firms of
Kutak Rock and Campbell and Steier, Rogers and Pis-
tillo. Before her years at Creighton, Professor Dick-
hute taught in the Legal Assistants Program at
Metropolitan Community College in Omaha, where
she was awarded the Outstanding Teacher Award by
Phi Theta Kappa. She was a member of the board of

directors for the Association of Legal Writ-
ing Directors and a member of the Legal
Writing Institute. She was a frequent pre-
senter on a wide range of writing topics at
the biannual meetings of both organiza-
tions.
Dickhute retired in 2016 at which time

she was promoted to Professor Emerita
of Law. Her publications include a law re-
view article, “Jury Duty for the Blind in the
Time of Reasonable Accommodations: The
ADA’s Interface with a Litigant’s Right to a
Fair Trial” 32 Creighton L. Rev. 849 (1999)
and a reoccurring column in The Nebraska

Lawyer, “The Writer’s Block.” 
Her articles focused on effective communications be-

tween lawyers and their clients and included discus-
sions of learning to condense (“Less Is More”, Jan.
2001, at 20); streamlining sentences (“Writing Better
Sentences”, Apr. 2001, at 22); the power of choosing
the right verb (“The Verb’s the Word” July 2001,
at 24.); using pronouns to guide one’s reader (“Purg-
ing Our Prose of Pronoun Problems” Oct. 2001, at 31);
handy tips to benefit all legal writing (“A Baker’s
Dozen and then Some: Tips for Successful Legal Writ-
ing” Jan. 2002, at 29); and abandoning the random
use of commas (“From Love Letters to Contracts,
Punctuation Matters” June 2002, at 32).

Advertise Where It Counts:
850-492-5221 • 251-968-5683

mulletwrapper.com

Nancy Lawler Dickhute speaks at April 16 LA Beachwriters meeting
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The Waterway Village Zydeco and Craw-
fish Festival boils up a beaucoup of fun on
Saturday, April 14 in Gulf Shores. Locals
and visitors are invited to sink their teeth
into hot, juicy crawfish throughout the day
while dancing to the infectious rhythms of
some of the best Zydeco bands in the
world. There will be arts and crafts ven-
dors and children's activities. The festival
site is located along 24th Avenue (just
west of Tacky Jacks) in Gulf Shores. Ad-
mission is free. 
Festivities will kick off at 8 a.m. with the

Zydeco and Crawfish Festival 5K benefit-
ting Furrever Homes. The good times will
roll all day long as the crawfish pots begin
boiling at 10 a.m. and the Zydeco sounds
will be grooving until 6 p.m.

Zydeco Festival Music Lineup
10 a.m.: Terry & the Zydeco Bad Boys 
11:30 a.m.: Chubby Carrier   
1:15 p.m.:  Rosie Ledet 
2: 45 p.m.: Corey Ledet 
4:30 p.m.: Sean Ardoin N-Zydekool

GSHS grad Higginbotham named director of strength & conditioning at Millsaps
By Fran Thompson

Although still only 27 years old, Joel Higginbotham’s life journey - one that
started right here on Pleasure Island - took its first serious turn when he
switched majors from criminal justice to exercise science while at Auburn Uni-
versity.
An accomplished athlete while growing up, Joel competed in basketball, base-

ball and football for Gulf Shores teams since he was five years old. Although he
had a chance to play college football, he found  his calling on the other side of
the whistle as an intern working directly under Ryan Russell, the director of
strength & conditioning at Auburn.
“I knew after a year at Auburn that I wanted to be in sports medicine in some

way and that internship during my last semester was my biggest and most
positive influence,’’ Joel said. “For him to take me in and trust me to do it right
meant a lot.’’

Now the director of strength & conditioning at Millsaps College in Jackson,
MS, Joel said Russell, in addition to teaching him coaching techniques such as
periodization schemes, made him realize that a huge part of his job was help-
ing athletes be accountable not only as team members, but as citizens. 

“He taught me a bunch about how to teach kids to
not only be better at their sport, but be better people,
to prepare them to be ready for life after they stop
playing their sport,’’ Joel said. “That is something I
never even thought about before then, and it stuck
with me.’’

Always smart in the classroom, Higginbotham  also
earned practical experience while completing intern-
ships at Samford University working with the
Olympic Sports department, and Mississippi State,
before taking his current position at Millsaps, an
NCAA Division III school with around 900 students.
“I knew it would be a heavy workload, but I like

that, and I am learning the administrative side as
well,’’ he said. “I don’t wake up dreading going to
work. I like it.’’

Joel’s official titles at Millsaps are director of
strength & conditioning and director of recreation & intramural sports. He
works with coaches and athletes on 14 of the school’s 16 varsity sports teams
(all but men’s & women’s golf). Job responsibilities vary from sitting in on meet-
ings with the student life board to meeting with head coaches to hiring refer-
ees for the intramural program.  “It’s a big change from what I would be doing
at a big school,’’ he said.  “I just want to make Millsaps as a whole better.

“It’s been a great experience and I am really enjoying it,’’ Joel added. “The
stress and pressure is not as high (as a high profile sports program), but it’s
a good learning opportunity and a good way to build up a resume. You get to
learn from your mistakes and things like that.’’

Joel also worked as a graduate assistant at UTEP, and has certification as a
strength and conditioning specialist and  a USA Weightlifting (USAW) Sports
Performance Certification on his resume.
He is the first full time strength coach ever to work at the school. “The ath-

letes and the coaches trust me, and getting that trust from them makes for a
smooth transition,’’ he said.
“It’s a lot of responsibility, but I’m blessed for it, and I’m definitely embrac-

ing the opportunity,’’ Joel added. “For a young coach, you can’t beat working
at this level. The equipment options are slim, and you have to think outside
the box and improvise. With a smaller budget, you can’t afford the nicest
equipment, but we make it work.’’
Joel said he enjoys the challenge and scope of his position at Millsaps, but if

a dream type job ever opened up on The Plains, well....
“That would probably be something I could not turn down,’’ he said. “I know

I would have to start out as an assistant and work my way up, but to go back
to my alma mater would be great.’’
Joel says he gets home for holidays to visit his family (mom Alison still lives

on Pleasure Island) and friends when he can. He misses the very same
things about his home town that make Pleasure Island such an attractive
destination for visitors.
“You take the beach for granted when you’ve lived there for almost 20 years,

but when you get away from it and spend time in big cities, it’s what you
miss the most,’’ he said. 
“I still like to get together with my friends, go to the beach and hang out at

the same old places.’’

WATERWAY VILLAGE ZYDECO & CRAWFISH FESTIVAL

Crawfish & music are the stars of April 14 event in Gulf Shores

Rosie Ledet (1:15 p.m. showtime) provides a
unique female presence in the male-domi-
nated zydeco world.

Hailng from the rural town of Church Point,
Louisiana, she learned to play the accordion
by watching her husband and then practicing
on his accordion while he worked during the
day.

With her self-penned tunes, Ledet (below)
provides a unique female presence in the
male-dominated zydeco world Singing in both
Creole French and English that is often sly
and lusty and always distinctive and bluesy. It
is now wonder, she wows audiences wherever
she goes. 
A prolific songwriter, Rosie has released nine

albums showcasing superb lyrics, strong vo-

cals and skillful accordion playing.
She and her band began performing in 1994

and have gradually spread their touring base
to include the rest of the U.S. and Europe.
Rosie describes music as "sped-up blues.  Zy-

deco having come from the blues."
Rosie and the Playboys served as an opening

act for Bob Dylan at the prestigious Newport
Folk Festival two years ago. 

She even had the Godfather of Soul get on
the good foot in Alabama. 

"Probably the coolest thing we had happen
was when we were at City Stages in Birming-
ham,’’ she said. “James Brown got up and he
was dancing to us. Now any time you can
make the Godfather of Soul dance, you must
be doing something right." 

Rosie Ledet a unique female presence in the zydeco world
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Excitement building for May 4-6 NCAA Beach Volleyball Championships
South Carolina, FSU, LSU, Georgia State, FIU in hunt for 3 East Region slots
The South Carolina beach volleyball team defeated LSU for

the first time in program history this spring to all but secure a
spot in the  2018 NCAA Beach Volleyball Championship sched-
uled May 4-6 at Gulf Shores Public Beach.
The top three teams from the East Region and the top three

teams from the West Region earn automatic slots in the cham-
pionship. The remaining two teams will be selected at-large by
the NCAA Women's Beach Volleyball Committee. Currently, No.
7. Florida State, No. 8 LSU,  and No. 9 South Carolina would
represent the East Region. But No. 10 Florida International,
No. 11 Georgia State are also very much in the hunt for a berth,
with No. 17 Stetson and No. 18 Florida Atlantic well behind the
top four. Tulane, UAB and Florida Gulf Coast were the other
East Region teams receiving votes in the most recent rankings. 
The top 5 teams in the country are all from the West Region:

No. 1. UCLA, No. 2 Pepperdine, No. 3 Hawaii, No. 4. Southern
Cal and No. 5 Cal Poly.
There are 69 colleges eligible to compete in the national cham-

pionship, with the eight-team bracket playing in a double-elimi-
nation format. Teams will consist of five pairs of players. The
first team to win three of five matches will be the winner.
The first and second rounds will be conducted on Friday, May

4, with winning teams advancing in the championship bracket
and losing teams moving to the elimination bracket. The first
elimination round will also be conducted Friday, with winning
teams advancing.
On Saturday, May 5 the second and third elimination rounds

will be conducted with winning teams advancing. These will be
followed by the third round match of the championship bracket
with the winning team advancing to the national championship
match and the losing team moving to the elimination bracket.
On Sunday, the final match of the elimination bracket will be

conducted with winning team advancing to the Championship
match. The National Championship match will be held later on
Sunday.
Tickets for the tourney on sale at eventbrite.com. All-session

general admission tickets are $45. All session courtside seating
is $75 and all session NCAA Experience tickets are $200 and
available through eventbrite.
The National Collegiate Beach Volleyball Championship was

named the NCAA’s 90th and national championship in 2016,
with Southern Cal winning the historic first title and then re-
peating in Gulf Shores last May. 
ESPN will televise the event for the next five years, spanning

2018 through 2022.
Beach volleyball is the fastest-growing NCAA sport, and there

are currently 1,000 Beach Volleyball student-athletes across the
country. LSU has been fielding a team since 2014 and went 27-8
under head coach Russell Brock last year. ESPN will provide
live whip-around coverage of every match throughout the tour-
nament across the ESPN family of networks. Additionally,
ESPN 3 will provide full coverage of every individual match
from all five courts.
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AROUND TOWN

Although Mason Broussard is a mainstay on
the Gulf Shores High School basketball team,
the Dolphin junior’s talents truly shine in a
sport where his practice sessions take place
about a mile to the south of The Tank, on the
edge of the Gulf of Mexico. 
The 17 year old has won a room full of trophies

since he first started competing in skimboard
tournaments at the age of 8. And he reached a
new pinnacle in his sport by claiming the Men’s
Pro Division at the recent Single Fin Showdown
in Stuart Beach, FL. 
Mason had claimed the semi-pro in three dif-

ferent tournaments before moving up to the pro
division for last month’s Shore LB Throwdown.
The lifelong resident of Gulf Shores is the first
Alabamian a to win that title. 
Mason started skateboarding at the age of

four and has been able to incorporate many of
his skateboarding tricks into his skimboard

routines. He has competed in skimboard tour-
neys all over Florida as well as North Carolina,
California and Delaware. 
Mason also excels at the Florida Crossover

Championships, an invite only competition
where competitors skateboard, skimboard and
surf (at Disney’s Typhoon Lagoon). He will de-
fend his Crossover title  in Vilano, Fl. later this
summer. Although skateboarding and surfing
are already Olympic sports and many think
skimboarding  will soon be, Mason is not sure
where the sport will take him beyond this sum-
mer’s competitions.
Sponsored by Zap Skimboards, Waterboyz, and

RDS, Mason competes with the Skim USA and
United Skim Tour teams. He offers skateboard
and skimboard lessons to help facilitate the
travels to and from his contests.  Anyone inter-
ested in lessons, please email mbroussardss2@
gmail.com or call 251.223.3563.

17 year old Gulf Shores native Mason Broussard takes pro skimboarding title

Three on a String April 12
at Coastal Community College
Alabama’s own Three on a String, now celebrating

47 years in the entertainment business, will be in
concert on April 12 at 7 p.m., in Centennial Hall at
Alabama Coastal Community College’s Fairhope
campus. Proceeds from this event will help fund the
college’s GED Scholarship fund – a long-time out-
reach ministry of Fairhope Christian Church. Tick-
ets are $25 per couple or $15 per individual. They
are available from Fairhope Christian Church, 349
Fairwood Blvd., Fairhope, AL 36532. Call the church
office, 251-928-8495, between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. for
tickets or more information.

Baldwin & Escambia students
can apply for music scholarhips

In the past several years the Frank Brown Foun-
dation for Music has developed a scholarship pro-
gram. This program offers college bound Baldwin
and Escambia County high school seniors financial
assistance in pursuit of their academic careers. The
program has been enhanced this year by generous
support from the Perdido Key Chamber of Com-
merce and offers a Baldwin County senior and an

Escambia County senior the opportunity for a
$2,500 award. Deadline for essay submissions is
April 1. The essay should describe their current ca-
reer plans as well as the role music plays in their
lives. Essays should be submitted to Frank Brown
Songwriters’ Festival Director, Andy Haynes at
andy@fbisf.com. Or, call 251-978-6213 for details.

Hangout Fest releases line-up
for Thursday kick-off party
The Hangout Festival Thursday Kickoff Party

will feature Phantogram, T-Pain, K.Flay, and The
Knocks. Current festival ticket holders will receive
a code to purchase Kickoff tickets for $40. Tickets
will go on sale to the general public Friday, March
30 at 11 a.m. CST for $55. Purchase your festival
passes before 5 p.m. CST on Thursday, March 29 to
receive early access at the promotional pricing.
More info: hangoutmusicfest.com
The fest also released its Malibu Beach House DJ

Lineup featuring Oliver Nelson, Pat Lok, Hotel
Garuda, Dena Amy and a special performance by
Poolside, in addition to announcing the Sunset
Stage, which will have a reggae feel and feature
performances by Roots of Creation, ETANA and
Pacific Dub. Headliners for the May 18-20 Fest are
Kendrick Lamar, The Killers, The Chainsmokers
and Halsey.
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‘Bama preparing for Mullet Toss Week
Flora-Bama’s annual Mullet Toss weekend - officially The In-

terstate Mullet Toss & Gulf Coast’s Greatest Beach Party - is
more about tradition than the zany idea that spurred the an-
nual event 34 years ago. 
The tossing of mullets, the only fish possessing a gizzard, com-

mences at noon on April 27 and at 10 a.m. on April 28 & 29
from a 10-foot circle on the beach in front of the famed Lounge
on the Al-Fl state line.
“We have less problems with crowds at the Mullet Toss than

during the major holiday weekends,’’ Flora-Bama co-owner Pat
McClellan said.  “It’s a tradition for a lot of people, and they re-
spect that tradition and respect each other.’’
McClellan added that at the core of the event is people getting

together to have a good time, whether it be a yearly reunion, a
family gatherings or fraternity bonding.

The cover charge, Gulfside only, begins Friday through Sun-
day at 9 a.m. each day. Cover is $10 for those 21 and over, and
$15 for 13-20 year olds. Entry is limited to 21 and up only after
6 p.m. Membership Cards, available on line or at the door, are
also accepted during the event.  
Parking is $10 per car, and lots will be manned by local chari-

ties and youth sport groups. 
Shuttles at $5 per head will be running non-stop starting at 7

a.m. on Friday through Sunday. Pick up spots are the Publix
parking lot in Orange Beach and the Winn-Dixie lot in Perdido
Key. 
McClellan said many Mullet Toss patrons make condo and

hotel reservations for 2019 while in town this year.  “They could
come here on July 4th or Memorial Day or Labor Day. But they
decide that something we created was going to be their week-
end to have a party, and they come back every year,’’ he said.
Cost to toss a mullet is $15, which includes a souvenir t-shirt.

A portion of Mullet Toss proceeds benefit the Community Drug
& Alcohol Council, Inc., local Boys & Girls Clubs, and youth
groups on both sides of the State Line.

Mullet Man Triathlon - April 21
The 50-year-old iconic watering hole added a new twist to the 21st annual Mul-

let Man Triathlon on April 21. This year’s bike route will take riders on a gor-
geous tour of along the white sands of Perdido Key as they race from bridge to
bridge. Registration costs $95 for individuals and $175 for teams with a portion
of proceeds to benefit the Leukemia Lymphoma Society in memory of M. Lane
Gilchrist, the late mayor of Gulf Breeze and brother of Joe Gilchrist, an owner
of the Flora-Bama. Register at www.active.com or go to FloraBama.com for more
information.
The event begins at 7:30 a.m. with a brisk quarter-mile swim in the Gulf. Wet-

suits are optional during this April dip into the salty Florida waters, and Navy
Rescue Swimmers will be on hand to ensure safety during this portion of the
race. Then cyclists start the 16.5-mile trek by heading east on the south side of
Perdido Key Drive along pristine white beaches and under the Theo Baars
Bridge, returning on River Road to north side of Perdido Key Drive. Cyclists will
continue 6-miles west, under the Perdido Pass Bridge and back to Flora-Bama.
This new route focuses on safety; it avoids crossing the highway and heading
into heavy traffic in Orange Beach and Gulf Shores. The triathlon’s final ele-
ment is an approximate 4-mile run starting on the north side of Perdido Beach
Boulevard, under the Perdido Pass Bridge and back to Flora-Bama.
A post-race party will feature live music and awards ceremony, an ample array

of wraps, salads, red beans and rice, along with PBR draft beer and non-alcoholic
beverages for the contestants.  Trophies will be awarded in 36 categories in-
cluding individual male and female, Athena, Clydesdale and relay teams.

Mullet Swing Golf Classic - April 25
The mid-week Mullet Swing Golf Classic (benefitting the Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety) will be held at Perdido Bay Golf Club on Wednesday, April 25 and is fol-
lowed by an awards ceremony at the Flora-Bama Ole River Grill. The $150 entry
fee includes  Flora-Bama shirt, cap & towel, golf balls, complimentary food and
beverages at each hole, lots of giveways and the best post tourney party on the
Gulf Coast. Check-in and pre-tourney events start at 9:30 a.m., and the tourney
starts at 11 a.m. Register at florabama.com. Contact Jessica Langston at 850-
483-6267 or PBGC at 850-492-1223 for more info.

AROUND TOWN
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By John Mullen
When Pleasure Island officials first began pursuing

college-level sand volleyball tournaments to Gulf Place
they had no idea it would balloon to become the premier
event it is today.
“This is an amazing chain of events that have ended up

with us being in the position to have a major NCAA na-
tional championship here for a long period of time,” Gulf
Shores Mayor Robert Craft said. “It is a signature event
for showing off who we are and what we do.”
When eight women’s teams come to town to decide the

NCAA Sand Volleyball National Championship May 4-
6, it will the third consecutive year it will be decided on
Gulf Shores’ beaches. And, this year marks the first of
five more years the tournament is contracted to take
place on those same sugar-white sands. 
Along with that sponsorship comes the price tag of pro-

ducing the event at about $370,000 per year. Director
of Recreation and Cultural Affairs Grant Brown said
the cost will be equally shared by the city and Gulf
Shores and Orange Beach Tourism.
At a recent council meeting, the tourism board’s Pres-

ident and CEO, Herb Malone, announced this year’s
championship will get a significant upgrade in TV cov-
erage.

“The preliminary events will be on ESPN2, which
everybody carries, and the final event will be on the
mother station of ESPN,” Malone said. “This is a
tremendous, tremendous expansion of the audience
we’ll be reaching. It’s a lot of money but it’s well worth
the money.”

Brown said ESPN has already been on site and left
town excited about the prospects of the Gulf front
venue.
“They came in and did a site visit about three months

ago and the electricity and energy in the room as they
were looking at this site was incredible,” Brown said.
“So we’re going to get great, quality television out of this

from ESPN, the mothership if you will, of sporting
events. If you’re looking for a sporting event you’re not
going to TBS or TRUTV, you’re going to go to ESPN.”

Previous events were broadcast on those cable net-
works which aren’t available on all cable or satellite
packages.

ESPN plans to have multiple elevated camera stands
throughout the site covering the action, Brown said, as
well as video boards to help fans keep up with action
from all the courts. This year more amenities will be
added for the spectators on the five beachfront courts. 

“One of the greatest needs we have related to the ac-
tual execution of this is more seating for people,” Brown
said. “Not just seating or bleacher seating. Bleacher
seating is not ideal. We spent additional dollars to add
elevated platforms and put seats around each of these
courts. All five courts are required to have a certain
amount of seating.”

There will also be some on-beach parking areas with
an assist from the Hangout Music Fest, Brown said. 

“At the west end of the property the Hangout Music
Festival event staff will start placing their mats, the
large plastic mats that create the roads for their trucks
and trailers and stages,” Brown said. “They will put
their matting down on the beach and they will staff a
parking crew. People with the volleyball national cham-
pionships and participants in the youth volleyball pro-
gram will park on the beach on these mats.”
This year’s event will be the first chance for the city to

show off improvements made in phase two of the Gulf
Place Revitalization Project.
“There’s been an awful lot of work being done at Gulf

Place and very soon we’re going to be able to open that
up,” Brown said. “Unfortunately, very quickly after we
open we’re going to have to shut it down for a little
while with the national volleyball championships.”

Councilman Joe Garris said for the city’s beaches to
host the premier women’s event for what is a West

Coast sport is a big win for Gulf Shores.
“For us to pull them teams from California into a lit-

tle ol’ town in Alabama, that’s pretty amazing I think,”
Garris said.
The council also discussed:

- Applying for a Coastal Planning Grant for $30,000
from the Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources to develop a master stormwater
master plan for the walking district. The city is trying
to create a mixed-use walking district along the streets
just north of beach highway. To make it work the city
must develop a stormwater plan to cover the entire area
instead of having on-site detention ponds. The city ap-
plied for a similar grant with a different organization
earlier this year but was turned down.
- Heard an annexation request from Leonard Kaiser for
47 acres north of Martyn Woods I to be called Martyn
Woods three. Most of the land is wetland and he is ask-
ing for a variance to plot some of the wetland with the
six lots where homes will be built.
- Agreed to spend almost $100,000 on LED signs for the
new beach road improvements area and the recently
completed work on the intersection of Alabama 59 and
County Road 6.
- Bought a can crusher/blower for the Public Works De-
partment’s recycling program for more than $21,000 to
help automate the handling of the 1.4 million cans the
program collects each year.
- OK’d transfer of a liquor license from Bywater Bistro
to Delta Blues Bar. The business is under the Alabama
59 bridge on the south bank of the Intracoastal Water-
way.
- Awarded an elevator inspection contract to KONE, Inc.
in an amount not exceed $17,000 annually.
- Approved public assembly permits for the Good Life
Ride from Tacky Jacks on May 12, the Sounds of Sum-
mer concert series at Pelican Place starting on Friday,
May 25 and then every Saturday from June 8 through
Aug. 11 and approved a car show for Pelican Place for
April 26.
- Agreed to two exchange of services contracts with the
South Baldwin Community Theater for $7,000 and with
the Gulf Coast Arts Alliance for $1,000.

City & Gulf Shores Tourism to split $370K cost of producing NCAA Volleyball
ESPN will provide coverage during entire tourney (May 4-6) at Gulf Shores Public Beach

FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES GRAND OPENING IS APRIL 21: It's a celebration! The Fraternal Order of Ea-
gles #4549, Coastal Alabama,  will have it's Grand opening on April 21, 11 a.m. to close.  The Aerie and Auxiliary invites you to
stop by and check us out.  We are committed to our community. The state Presidents of the Aerie and Auxiliary will be here too.
The location is 3959 Gulf Shores Parkway suite #6. Hours are 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. For more info, call 251-424-7550 or 251-550-
5184. Pictured: Some of the members and officers.
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Earth Day Mobile Bay April 21 at Fairhope Pier
Earth Day Mobile Bay returns for its 29th year with an all-day event

at the Fairhope Pier Park on Saturday, April 21. Exhibits will be open
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Live music is scheduled from10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Alabama’s largest Earth Day celebration, Earth Day Mobile Bay is again

expected to attract over 6,000 participants there for the free event cele-
brating the environment and the earth.

Earth Day Mobile Bay will feature local vendors of green and earth-
friendly solutions including windmills, efficient heating and cooling sys-
tems including solar, geothermal, insulation, green building, and local and
naturally healthy food sources, Hybrid cars and Electric Cars.
Catch the Free Shuttle at the Big Lots parking lot in the Eastern Shore

Shopping Center. This is also the parking lot for Fairhope Health Foods
and Sunflower Café.  BRATS trolley shuttle buses will run from parking
to Pier Park  beginning at 10 a.m. Trips are free. For more info, email
info@earthdaymobilebay.org or call 251-990-8662 or visit EarthDayMo-
bileBay.org or Facebook.

Earth Day Pensacola at Bayview Park
Earth Day Pensacola will draw thousands to the city

to celebrate green technology, and promote green
lifestyles. The celebration will be held at Bayview Park
(2001 East Lloyd Street) in Pensacola on April 21 from
10 a.m. ‘til 4 p.m. rain or shine.

The theme is Energy, Transportation, and Sustain-
ability. We will have vendors that will support the
theme including share riding, public transportation, hy-
brid vehicles, wind energy, solar energy, and more. We
will have gardening, plants, and water education ven-
dors as well. There will be a designated kids activity
area too. Food, music, and yoga are also part of the line
up. For more info, visit earthdaypensacola.org, email
ericst.pierre03@gmail.com or call 850-293-3578.

EARTH DAY PENSACOLA SCHEDULE

9:00 - Yoga with Marc Reagan
11:00 - Ian Be
12:00 - Tris Weeks
1:00 - Fred Domulot
2:00 - Stephanie Leigh Hall and Friends
3:00 - The String Farm Band

A billion acts of green you can take now
A Billion Acts of Green, an international movement to

protect the planet and secure a sustainable future, lists
the following among actions you can take now to make
a difference. (earthday.org/ takeaction/campaigns)
- Eat Less Meat
- Support Shaheen-Portman Bill
- Reduce Energy Consumption
- Start Composting
- Adjust Your Water Heater
- Stop Using Disposable Plastic
- Buy local produce
- Reduce Your Footprint
- End Junk Mail
- Recycle Your E-Waste

First Earth Day Was In 1970
Earth Day was founded by United States Senator

Gaylord Nelson as an environmental teach-in first held
on April 22, 1970. The first Earth Day was focused on
the United States. In 1990, an organization launched
by Denis Hayes, who was the original national coordi-
nator in 1970, took it international and organized
events in 141 nations. Earth Day is now coordinated
globally by the Earth Day Network, and is celebrated in
more than 175 countries every year.

Pensacola Earth Day celebration April 21 at Bayview Park
EARTH DAY 2018

MOBILE BAY EARTH DAY SCHEDULE
• Performance Art: Jennifer Smith’s Aerial Silk.
• Exhibits: Environmental Film Festival from the Sierra
Club, interactive educational exhibits and opportunities
• Environmental Solutions: Earth Day Mobile Bay will fea-
ture local vendors of green and earth-friendly solutions in-
cluding windmills, efficient heating and cooling systems
including solar, geothermal, insulation, green building, and
local and naturally healthy food sources, Hybrid cars and
Electric Cars.
• Schedule
10:00 - Children’s Performance
11:00 - Mayor’s Welcome & Anti-Litter Award
11:30 - Sassafras
12:45 - Blue Bicycle  
2:00 - Blessing of the Animals
2:00 - John Milham (above) Band
4:00 - Jimmy Lumpkin & The Revival

Big Beach Brewing offers
hop rhizomes on April 22
To celebrate Mother Earth and her abundance that

we all get to enjoy every day, Big Beach Brewing
Company in Gulf Shores will give away hop rhizomes,
so its craft beer loving customers too, can plant a tree
to give back.  The first 20 people in the taproom on
Earth Day, Sunday, April 22, will receive one free hop
rhizome.
Hops are perennial crops and can be tricky to grow

in the South and grows best in sandy soil with a pH
of 6 – 7.5 and good drainage. When preparing the gar-
den bed, break up the soil and liberally apply fertil-
izer rich in phosphate, nitrogen, and potassium. Plant
your rhizomes two inches below the soil surface with
the buds pointing up. When planting several plants,
space them three feet apart on all sides. Once the
hops start to grow, select the healthiest bines and
train them to climb the trellis. Water your new plants
frequently. Your hops will be ready to harvest in late
August or September.
Big Beach is located at 300 E. 24th Ave. (251-948-

2337 or bigbeachbrewing.com).

Volunteers are needed for
April 14 O.B. Seagrass Day
“It is in everyone’s interest to keep seagrass beds

healthy.” So reads part of a proclamation by the Or-
ange Beach City Council that declared Saturday,
April 14, 2018 as Orange Beach Seagrass Day.
Spearheaded by the Islands of Perdido Foundation,

preservation activities are planned on April 14 on the
islands in Orange Beach and volunteers are needed.
On April 14, Holiday the foundation is going to do a

lot of information outreach.
Bill Jeffries, a foundation member, invited volun-

teers to come out to help protect the nesting grounds

of the birds as well.
“We’re going to be putting fencing in the ground

nesting area to try to protect our little birds that nest
on the islands,” Jeffries said during an Orange Beach
City Council meeting. “If anybody can come and help
us out it would be greatly appreciated.”
The Islands of Perdido Foundation was formed to

raise awareness and involvement in preserving
Robinson Island and surrounding smaller islands
(Bird, Walker, Rabbit, and Gilchrist) in Orange Beach,
with emphasis on preservation, restoration, research,
and education.
“Because of that proclamation we’re doing some

press and some information campaigns,” said Tracy
Holiday, a member of the Islands of Perdido Founda-
tion. “We have a couple of education campaigns with
our SOS (Save Our Seagrass) campaign. We’re going
into the fifth grade and talking about the fact that
seagrasses are the nurseries in our area for juvenile
red fish and shellfish, and manatees come through
there. So we’re doing a big outreach and we’re being a
little more aggressive this year with our rental com-
panies; we’re giving them more information. What
we’re basically finding is that it’s not the locals that
are running through the seagrass beds, it’s the rental
companies and who they put on pontoon boats and jet
skis. It’s not that they want to destroy the grass beds,
it’s that they don’t understand that they are there
and how precious they are.”

More information on the Islands of Perdido Founda-
tion can be found at islandsofperdido.org.
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The University of West Florida celebrated a
$39,550 donation to the UWF Department of
Music in support of the Larry Butler Memorial
Music Award yesterday at the Museum Plaza in
Historic Pensacola. The new funds are a result of
a special concert at the Flora-Bama and a private
concert in the home of Teri Levin, featuring Don
Schlitz, a Grammy award-winning songwriter
and newly inducted member of the Country
Music Hall of fame, as part of the Frank Brown
International Songwriters Festival, in November
2017.

The donation will
help fund student
participation in aca-
demic competitions
and performance-re-
lated travel experi-
ences, including the
Lancaster Interna-
tional Piano Festival
in Pennsylvania, the
Interharmony Inter-
national Music Festi-
val in Germany and
Italy, and the UWF
Ireland Experience
Program.

The Larry Butler
Memorial Music

Award was created in 2015 by Peggy Butler in
memory of her husband, a Grammy Award-win-
ning songwriter and producer and Pensacola na-
tive. To date, nearly $93,000 has been raised by
the Butler family and friends to support the De-
partment of Music.

“Over the past year, the Larry Butler Memorial
Music Award has allowed our students to travel
and perform internationally, to compete and par-
ticipate in world-renowned music festivals, com-
petitions and music conventions,” said Dr. Sheila
Dunn, chair and associate professor in the De-
partment of Music. “The award has also allowed
our department to forge a wonderful partnership
with the Pensacola Community Music School to
provide free music lessons to underprivileged
children. We have been able to purchase critical

instruments and make upgrades to our class-
rooms and music studios. In addition, the De-
partment of Music has become a leader in
undergraduate research in the arts at the Uni-
versity of West Florida. We are grateful and hon-
ored to receive this support.  The Larry Butler
Memorial Music Award is transformational for
our music students.” 

Peggy Butler said the award was created to
meld three of Butler’s passions: music, Pensacola
and UWF.

"I am beyond grateful for this fund in Larry’s
name at UWF,” said Peggy Butler. “Larry started
his music career here in Pensacola, singing the
national anthem at Naval Air Station Pensacola
and playing the piano on the Lynn Toney show.
Little Larry Butler from Pensacola, who went on
to win a Grammy Award for Producer of the Year,
would be thrilled that his legacy continues in his
hometown that he loved."

Larry Butler worked with renowned recording
artists, such as Johnny Cash and Kenny Rogers,
during his career in Nashville, and continued to
show appreciation for his hometown through his
generosity, including holding a benefit concert to
raise money for the rebuilding effort following
Hurricane Ivan.

The Frank Brown International Songwriters
Festival hosts Grammy Award winning song-
writers and rising stars, who perform original
songs in multiple locations in the Florida and Al-
abama Gulf Coast. Festival attendees enjoy a
personal concert experience and learn the stories
behind the songs as told by the original author.
Venues attract more than 200 songwriters who
come from around the world.

For more information about the Larry Butler
Memorial Music Award, please contact the UWF
Foundation, Inc. at 850.474.3118.

Pictured: (l to r) Sheila Dunn, UWF; Joe
Gilchrist, President and Founder of Frank Brown
Foundation for Music and Festival; Andy Haynes,
Director - Frank Brown Foundation for Music
and Festival; Peggy Butler, Board Member and
Executive Director - Frank Brown Foundation for
Music and Festival; Meredith Jones, UWF; Teri
Levin; Jocelyn Wolf, UWF.

FBISF donates $39,550 to UWF in support of Larry Butler Award

The Larry Butler
Memorial Music
Award was created
in 2015 by Peggy
Butler in memory
of her husband, a
Grammy Award-
winning songwriter
and producer and
Pensacola native.

City to present details of $6 million restoration project on April 19
Public invited to Little Lagoon Preservation Society meeting at Activity Center

Dan Bond, City of Gulf Shores Environmental/Grants Coordi-
nator, will review details of a $6 million-dollar multi-faceted Lit-
tle Lagoon restoration project on Thursday, April 19 at 5:30 p.m.
at the Gulf Shores Activity Center. The first half hour of the meet-
ing provides an opportunity to meet, mingle and enjoy refresh-
ments. The program begins at 6 p.m., and will include a
question-and-answer period. The public is invited to attend this   

Other items to be discussed include the Little Lagoon Pass up-
date and the oyster gardening season.

The Little Lagoon restoration project was recently selected for
funding with Deepwater Horizon oil spill fine money.  The multi-
ple component project includes septic tank remediation, man-
made canal clean-up, large scale oyster gardening, shoreline
restoration, sea grass restoration and water quality monitoring
with emphasis on circulation analysis in Little Lagoon. Bond will
include in his talk details about the Laguna Cove property ac-
quisition by the State of Alabama, which was also funded by oil
spill fine money. 
The Gulf Shores Activity Center is located at 260 Clubhouse Dr.

in Gulf Shores. For more info, contact LLPS President Dennis
Hatfield at 251-942-2233 or visit littlelagoon.org.

AROUND TOWN

75 shows during Mobile’s April 13-15 SouthSounds Music Fest
SouthSounds Music & Arts Festival, an event dedicated to show-

casing the best up-and-coming and independent Southern Music
and Arts will present more than 75 shows in downtown Mobile
venues April 13-15. Artists span an array of genres including
Americana, Indie, Country, Bluegrass, Rock, Alternative, Metal,
Soul, Funk, Blues, R&B and Hip-Hop - and come from through-
out the Southeast. Tickets for the three-day event are $30 for a
general admission wristband. Gold Level weekend passes are $50.
For more ticket, band and schedule info, visit southsoundfest.com.
“We love the opportunity to introduce the Gulf Coast to amazing

artists that folks may not have heard of before, while at the same
time introducing these world-class artists to the unique charm of
Mobile,’’ said festival organizer Gabe Fleet.

ONO LADIES CLUB BOUTIQUE DONATION:  rThe Ono Ladies Club re-
cently made a donation to Under His Wing. The mission of Under His Wings is to
provide a loving Christian home for at-risk teenage girls, connect them to who they
are in the eyes of God and equip them with life skills essential to wholeness. The Ono
Ladies Club Boutique donated $750. Pictured: Lawanna Sharpless, Ono Ladies Club
and Jessica Ryan, Director, Under His Wings. 
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The annual Musicians For Autism Festival will
be held at Sassy Bass Caribbean Grille, locateda
at Happy Harbor Marina (27212 Marina Rd.) in
Orange Beach, on Sunday, April 22 from 11 a.m.
‘til 9 p.m.

The event, held during Autism Awareness
month, includes live music from at least 10
bands, a silent auction, raffles and family activi-
ties, all in support of autism spectrum disorder
families in Alabama. Sassy Bass will donate 50
percent of all food entree sales in support and
musicians are donating their time for the cause.

Silent auction items include parasailing and
dolphin cruise trips, ski rentals, coolers, zero
gravity chairs, autographed musical instruments
and gift cards and passes to local restauranats
and attractions.

Bands already committed to playing the event
include Scott Koehn, Lisa Christian, The Funky
Lampshades, The Bitter End Band, the Barstool
Surfers with Brent Thompson, the Porch Ninjas
with Mac Walter and The Chillbillies. Pictured:
Brad Pethtel, Colleen Keener and Dave Niznik of
the Gulf Shores’ based Barstool Surfers.

Musicians For Autism April 22 at Sassy Bass in O.B.

In a world where you can be anything - Be kind!
In a world where you can be anything, be kind! Great words to

live by every day, as Gulf Shores Elementary School continues
celebrating differences during Autism Awareness Month. Pic-
tured front row l to r: Geer McKee, Gage Boyd, Lee Marshall, Jack
Calvert, and Cal Creel; Back row l to r: Xander Taylor, Jacob
Wyatt, and Kenny Sanders.

Light It Up Blue For Autism
Thank you Gulf Shores Elementary

School!  Our 3rd Annual Light It Up
Blue for Autism Awareness was a
HUGE success. Working together, the
school raised $1515.75 to build Sen-
sory Toolkits for every classroom! A
special thank you to the GSES fami-
lies and the GSES Peer Helpers that
helped ASD families collect money!
This could not have been accom-
plished without your help!

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
WED, APRIL 11
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Open Mic Night: 5:30; Tacky Jack’s,
Gulf Shores.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; Voyagers Restau-
rant at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• John Brust: 6; The Lobby Bar at Perdido
Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Big Beach Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores; all levels
welcome.
• Adam Holt: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport Ma-
rina; Gulf Shores.
• Brent Burns: 5; Fin & Fork; Orange
Beach.
• Chris Bryant & Lee Yankie: noon; Pool-
side at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• Frankie G. On Piano: 6:30; Franco’s
Italian Restaurant; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 7; American Legion Post 44,
Gulf Shores.
• John Joiner & Friends: 7; Hub Stacy’s,
Innerarity Point.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 8; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 9; The Office, Foley.
• Lisa Zanghi & Scott Koehn: 6; Flippers,
Orange Beach.
• Family Night Dinner & Activities: 5:45
p.m.; Saint Andrew by the Sea, 17263
Fort Morgan Rd., Gulf Shores; 678-361-
2762.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;

all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• Veteran’s Bingo: 10 a.m. -2 p.m.; Ameri-
can Legion Post 99, Foley.
• Trivia Night: 6:30 p.m.; The Gulf Coast
Elks Lodge 2789, Foley; 251-550-1060.
• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Noon; Perdido
Bay UMC Activities Center, 13660 Inner-
arity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pen-
sacola.
• Bingo: 6 p.m.; American Legion Post
240; 8666 Gulf Beach Hwy.; Pensacola.
• South Alabama Senior Travelers: 9
a..m; Foley Senior Center; visitors wel-
come; 251-928-4494.
• Orange Beach Friends of the Library:
10; Library meeting room; 978-4106.
• Food Ministry For Hungry Families:
noon-1 p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church, cor-
ner of West 23rd Ave. and West 4th St. in
Gulf Shores; 251-968-5991.
• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Or-
ange Beach United Methodist Church
Brook's Center.
• Food Bank: 9 - 11 a.m every Wednes-
day, Perdido Bay Baptist Church, 12600
Sorrento Rd. Pensacola; call for eligiblity
requirements at (850) 492-2604. 
• Gulf Shores Woman's Club: 11 a.m.;
Palmer Room  at Craft Farms; all intter-
ested women invited to attend;  251-980-
5722. 
• Perdido Key Rotary Club: 7:30 a.m.;
every Wednesday at Triggers.
850.492.8335.
• Gulf Shores Lions Club: noon; 2nd &
4th Wednesday; noon; Gulf Shores Adult

K-KIDS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE PROJECT: The K-Kids Club of Gulf Shores Elementary School recently partici-
pated in an environmental service project of weeding the flower boxes at the school's "Kinder Garden" on campus.  The K-Kids
Pledge, which the K-Kids recite at the start of each week's meeting, states that as a K-Kid, they will show respect toward their
environment. This service project feeds into their K-Kids pledge. Pictured: (above) K-Kids gather after weeding the Kinder Gar-
den. - Abigail Chamblin, Annica Farris, Tucker Graham, Aeron Queensberry, Logan Rail, Cline Steward, Masha Turkic, Matheus
Siqueira, Mary Elizabeth Alford, Raeleigh Boesel, Haley Bedinger, Morgan McCartney, Addi Hawley, Amelia Eskew, Haley Sims,
Ana Bathrick, Claire Colvin, Tucker King, Anna Grace Fields, Spencer Kizer, Jeb Bathrick, Clawson Diehl and Cookie Grover.
(Below) melia Eskew, Matheus Siqueira, Haley Sims, Haley Bedinger, Raeleigh Boesel, Mary Elizabeth Alford, Addi Hawley and
Anna Grace Fields; Morgan McCartney and Kaleigh Davis are all smiles as they do a good deed in taking care of the environment;
Jeb Bathrick and Tucker King show the results of pulling weeds at the Gulf Shores Elementary "Kinder Garden" during the K-
Kids club environmental service project.

Farewell to devoted G.S. Presbyterian
volunteer Muriel “Frankie” Ribelin

Muriel “Frankie” Ribelin passed away peacefully
in her sleep on April 3rd. This is exactly how she
wanted it. As she often liked to say, “It’s all good.”.
Frankie was born in Parkersburg, West Virginia on
August 3rd, 1934, to Frances Bernard Manning
and Mary Muriel Manning. Frankie was a free-
spirited, outgoing person who enjoyed starring in
theater and dance productions during her high
school days. She was selected to represent
Philadelphia on New York City’s “The Girl of
Today” television show, which led to several other
television appearances.
She worked in the medical field as a EEG techni-

cian and later for National Airlines. Frankie was a
sophisticated host and loved to entertain. She was
a world class cook, enthusiastic swimmer, golfer, fly
fisherman, water-skier, scuba diver and passionate
animal advocate. During her life she owned and
cared for over ten different dogs, and especially
cherished her three standard poodles.
Frankie was deeply spiritual and a devoted Chris-

tian. She had many, many friends that were all

very important to her. If you met her, you would al-
ways remember her. As one of her closest friends
once said, “she was one in a million.”

Frankie volunteered in many areas of The First
Presbyterian Church in Gulf Shores, where she
and her husband, Bill, were longtime members.
She served tirelessly as a Bereavement Ministry
Team Chair, Prayer Group Leader, Worship Min-
istry Team Volunteer, Acolyte Leader and Instruc-
tor, Fellowship Ministry Team Volunteer. She was
also worked in the community as a Christian Serv-
ice Center and Red Cross volunteer. Frankie leaves
behind a devoted family: Dr. William Ribelin, hus-
band of 43 years; son Wayne (Tammy) Rayfield,
grandchildren Brittanie (Kyle) Rayfield-Sweaney,
Stephanie (Noah) Peck, Michael Hartman; great
grandchildren, Caleb & Jade Peck; son Walter Ray-
field; grandchildren Mitchel Rayfield, Kassondra
Rayfield; stepson, Robert (Claudia) Ribelin. A Cel-
ebration of Life will be held on Tuesday, April 17th
at 11:00 am at The First Presbyterian Church of
Gulf Shores, 309 E. 21st Ave., with a reception im-
mediately following. In lieu of flowers, the family
has requested that donations be made to The First
Presbyterian Church of Gulf Shores or Kindred
Hospice 9805 Millwood Circle Suite D Daphne, AL
36526.

Advertise Where it Counts:
mulletwrapper.com
251-968-5683 • 850-492-5221

WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH $100: In Mrs. Tammy Shirley’s first grade
class at Gulf Shores Elementary School, the students enjoyed writing about what
they would do with 100 dollars, if they had it. They wrote if they would buy some-
thing, save it, or share it. The students had some creative and imaginative writings.
What fun in first grade! What would you do with $100? Pictured: l to r: Evelyn Guar-
jardo, William Childress, and Grayson Walsh
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Activity Center, 300 E. 16th Avenue; 251-
968-2823.
• Storytime at Pensacola Southwest
Branch Library: free; infant to 5; 10:30-
11; 12238 Old Gulf Beach Hwy; (850)453-
7780.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

THU, APRIL 12
• AISA Outdoor Track & Field State
Championship: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Mickey
Miller Stadium; Gulf Shores Sportsplex;
19025 Oak Road West, Gulf Shores.
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great
prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido Key
Dr., Perdido Key.
• Open Mic: 7; Snapper’s; Orange Beach.
• BAT: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport Marina;
Gulf Shores.
• LeAnn Creswell & Lisa Zanghi: 6:30;
Franco’s Italian Restaurant; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange

OBES SIXTH GRADE SCENE SETTERS: Students in Mrs. Kistler’s sixth
grade reading literature circles at Orange Beach Elementary School have been
working on identifying how a story’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes using books
from the school’s Scholastic Guided Reading Bookroom.  Students planned and cre-
ated these story boards explaining the plot of their books. Pictured: Some of the chil-
dren who worked on the project:  Grant Bilbo, Faith Craig, Haylee Pressley and Joey
Hurd.

Four A Change at Coastal Art Center Listening Room April 19
The Coastal Arts Center of Orange Beach will host an intimate listen-

ing experience with Four A Change from 6-8 p.m. Thursday, April 19.
Tickets are $10 for shows in the intimate Listening Room, trhe CAC’s
gallery. The moniker fits because of the superb acoustics in the gallery. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. Seating is very limited. Refreshments will be avail-

able. Tickets available at the Coastal Arts Center of Orange Beach, 26389
Canal Road. For more info, call 251-981-ARTS (2787) or visit coastalart-
center.com.
Pictured: Four A Change is a quartet is made up of long-standing mem-

bers of the Coastal Chorale: Katrina Anderson, Tracey Best, Jonathan
Wallace and Jennifer Watkins. Known for their unique stylings and var-
ied types of musical numbers, they have become popular entertainers
with both snowbirds and locals. 

Emerald Coast Grand Prix jet ski race April 13-15 at ‘Bama
The Emerald Coast Grand Prix makes its debut in the Gulf of

Mexico on the beach in front of the Flora-Bama Lounge April 13-
15, with 50 service members scheduled to participate during Fri-
day’s practice/demonstration day and races in as many as 15
divisions scheduled on Saturday beginning at 11 a.m. and Sunday
beginning at 10 a.m.

At least 50 and as many as competitors are expected to be here
for the participate in the race, which is a qualifier for this fall’s
World Grand Prix in Arizona.

“We would love to have spectators come out to the beach and
watch us,’’ said coordinator Dawn Dawson. “The races will start
and finish in the surf right in front of the Flora-Bama.’’
Dawson said racers will start from the beach and each will have

someone trying to hold their jet ski steady until they get to it and
begin to maneuver around buoys in the Gulf.
There are also 10-12 and 13-15 junior divisions scheduled, with

prize money for those events courtesy of sponsor Kevin Sullivan.
“It’s like motorcross, only they will negotiate around a series of

buoys that look like overgrown hippity-hops,’’ Dawson said.
Presented by Watercross World, The Emerald Grand Prix divi-

sions (depending on participation) include: Beginner Runabout;
Junior Ski Stock & GP; Amateur Stock & GP; Amateur Runabout;
Pro-Am Stock & GP; Sport Stock; Pro-Am Stock & GP; Sport
Stock; Pro-Am Runabout Endurance Race; Sport GP; Runabout
800; Runabout Rec Lites; Vintage 550; and Freestyle.
For more info, call 719-331-0026.

Rouses will take over operation of Orange Beach Winn-Dixie
Rouses Markets announced on Thursday, March 22 that it would

be taking over the Winn-Dixie on Perdido Beach Boulevard in Or-
ange Beach.  The announcement comes on the heels of Winn-
Dixie's parent company's plans to close locations across the
Southeast as it prepares to file for bankruptcy. 
According to a post by Rouses Markets on its Facebook page, the

new store will open in late April. "We’ll do a refresh and reset and
reopen before Memorial Day with a full remodel to begin after
the busy summer season," the post reads. 

Responding to a comment about the great Winn-Dixie staff in
Orange Beach, Rouses said, "We're encouraging all team mem-
bers to stay on board with us!" The new store will grow Rouses
Baldwin County locations to three with one in Gulf Shores and
the other in Spanish Fort. 

ADVERTISING INFO
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mulletwrapper.com

South Baldwin Democrats host candidates at April 26 meeting
The South Baldwin Democrats will host

three candidates for state and national
offices at their April 26 meeting from 6-8
p.m. at Southside Baptist Church, located
at 343 Michigan Ave. in Foley.  Come hear
Lizzetta McConnell (above left) and
Robert Kennedy III speak in their bid for
the same seat, US House District 1,
which is currently held by Bradley Byrne.
Additionally, Danielle Mashburn-Myrick
(below left) will campaign for her run to
take the Alabama House seat in District
94. 

The South Baldwin Democrats are also
hosting their Second Annual SBD Yard
Sale across from Magnolia Elementary
School at 16608 Bogle Lane in Foley on
April 28 from 8 a.m. until noon.

P-Cola Sail & Power Squadon April Boating  Safety classes
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is offering the USPS

Boating Safety Class at Pensacola State College Warrington
Campus on Hwy 98) starting April 17 and continuing nightly on
April 19, April 24, and April 26. Classes are from , 6-8:30 p.m.
The course meets requirements for Florida Boating Safety Ed-
ucation ID card requirements and may qualify you for a dis-
count on marine insurance. There is no registration fee or
tuition. Text book is $40, and two students may share course
materials. To register or for more info, cntact Scott Rathkamp
at seopsps@cox.net or 850-776-9736.

Subjects covered include Florida Boating Laws, Boat Terms,
Boat Handling, Anchoring, Boat Equipment Requirements,
Navigation Rules, Aids to Navigation & Adverse Conditions.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Beach.
• Jazzman David Jones: 6; Jesse's, in
Magnolia Springs. 
• Alabama Lightning: 6:30; Flippers, Or-
ange Beach.
• Sugarcane Jane: 5; Fin & Fork; Orange
Beach.
• James Hayden Band: 9; Our Cigar Bar,
Orange Beach.
• Sandra Kaye & The Legend Band: 6;
Clubhouse at One Club (open to pubic),
Gulf Shores Alabama,
• Ole River String Band: 6:30; Original

Point Restaurant, Pensacola.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; Voyagers Restau-
rant at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• John Brust: 6; The Lobby Bar at Perdido
Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Chris Bryant & Lee Yankie: noon; Pool-
side at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 5:30; Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 7; Tacky Jacks, Ft. Morgan.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Papa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.

• Raising Karma: 7; Hub Stacy’s at The
Point; Pensacola.
• Scott Koehn: 6; Pleasure Island Tiki Bar,
Orange Beach.
• Arts at the Market: 4-8 p.m.; Coastal
Alabama Farmer's & Fishermen's Mar-
ket, Foley, 2nd Thurs. of each month;
great artists & crafters from our area;
Info: (251) 229-9885.
• 8 Ball APA: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post
44, 6781 Gulf Shores Pkwy (AL Hwy 59),
Gulf Shores.

• Rotary Club of Gulf Shores/Orange
Beach: noon; Gulf Shores Golf Club; visit-
ing Rotarians and guests invited.
• Gulf Shores United Methodist Church
Bread Ministry: 9-10; every Thursday;
room 103 on the south campus, next to
Crossroad; 251 968-2411.
• Adult Bible Study: 10 a.m.; Gulf Shores
Presbyterian Church; all welcome; (251)
968-7720.
• Orange Beach Bridge Club: Tue. &
Thur at noon; Orange Beach Senior Cen-
ter; visitors and new members welcomed

even without a partner; 251-981-3440. 
• Gulf Shores Library  Pre-school (3-5)
Story Time: 10:30 a.m.; 251-968-1176.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

FRI, APRIL 13
• Young Artist Series presents: The Snow
White Variety Show: 7:30; South Baldwin
Community Theatre, Gulf Shores; (251)
968-6721 or sbct.biz.
• AISA Outdoor Track & Field State

FAMILY FUN AT LULU’S ANNUAL EASTER EGG DASH
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Championship: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Mickey Miller Sta-
dium; Gulf Shores Sportsplex; 19025 Oak Road
West, Gulf Shores.
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m. ‘til; (Sched.
on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama, Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great prizes,
family friendly; 17401 Perdido Key Dr., Perdido Key.
• JERI: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Rat Pack & Motown w. James Proctor & Kathy
Lyons: 5; Franco’s; Orange Beach.
• Sandra Kaye & The Legend Band: 6; Clubhouse at
One Club (open to pubic), Gulf Shores Alabama,
• JJ Mack: 6; Fin & Fork; Orange Beach.
• Andrew Ellis: 6:30; Big Beach Brewing Company,

Gulf Shores.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; The Lobby Bar at Perdido
Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Dueling Pianos: 9; Live Bait, Orange Beach.
• Tim Spencer: noon; Splash - The Pool Bar at Per-
dido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; Poolside at Perdido Beach Resort;
Orange Beach.
• Bo Grant (of the Platters): 7; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Jazzman David Jones: 6; Tuscany Grill, Gulf
Shores.
• James Hayden Band: 9; Our Cigar Bar, Orange
Beach.



• Dueling Pianos w. Steve & Frankie: 6:30; Big
Beach Brewery, Gulf Shores.
• Rex: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Open Jam: 8; American Legion Post 199;
Fairhope.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 8; Snapper’s; Orange Beach.
• Terry Causey: 7; Flippers, Orange Beach.
• Open Mic w. John Henry: 5; American Legion Post
99; Foley.
• Simply Devine & The Ed Mo Project: 7; Hub
Stacy’s at The Point; Pensacola.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.; all levels
welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis Center; corner of West
19th Ave. and West 2nd St.
• Bingo: 5:30; Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5659;
Elberta.
• Foley Rotary Club: 12:15 p.m.; Gift Horse Restau-
rant in Foley;  foleyrotary @gulftel.com. 
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center,
13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pen-
sacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center,
13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pen-
sacola.

SAT, APRIL 14
• Opera Luisa Miller by Verdi: 11:30 a.m., high def.;
Cobb Pinnacle 14, Gulf Shores.
• Young Artist Series presents: The Snow White Va-
riety Show: 7:30; South Baldwin Community The-
atre, Gulf Shores; (251) 968-6721 or sbct.biz.
• Waterway Village Zydeco & Crawfish Festival &
5K Run: 8 a.m. -5 p.m.; Waterway Village, (251)
968-1172.
• Bo Grant (of the Platters): 7; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Kyle Brady: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport Marina; Gulf
Shores.
• Moderate Chop: 9; The Office, Foley.
• Styx & Reo Speedwagon with special guest Don
Felder: 7; Wharf Amphitheater; Orange Beach.
• Grayson Capps & Corky Hughes: 6:30; Big Beach

Brewery; Gulf Shores; (251) 948-2337.
• Food w. Terry Days of Bean & Bistro: 4-6:30; Big
Beach Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• James Hayden Band: 9; Our Cigar Bar, Orange
Beach.
• Dueling Pianos: 9; Live Bait, Orange Beach.
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m. ‘til; (Sched.
on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama, Perdido Key.
• Rat Pack & Motown w. James Proctor & Kathy
Lyons: 5; Franco’s; Orange Beach.
• Sandra Kaye & The Legend Band: 6; Clubhouse
at One Club (open to pubic), Gulf Shores Alabama,
• John Brust: 6; Lobby Lounge at Perdido Beach
Resort; Orange Beach.
• Chris Bryant: noon; The Pool Bar at Perdido Beach
Resort; Orange Beach.
• Rhonda Hart: 7; Fin & Fork; Orange Beach.
• Moderate Chops: 9; The Office, Foley.
• TJ & The Fat Cats: 7; Hub Stacy’s at The Point;
Pensacola.
• Karaoke By Kelly: 9: Island Time Daquari Bar, The
Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 8; Tacky Jacks, Ft. Morgan.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange Beach.
• Open Jam: 8; American Legion Post 199;
Fairhope.
• Billy Pellitier: 6:30; American Legion Post 99;
Foley.
• Baldwin County Genealogical Society: 10 a.m.;
public invited;  Foley Library; 319 East Laurel Ave.
• Optimist Club of Perdido Bay: breakfast every
Saturday at 7 a.m. at the Lillian Community Club
in Lillian; (251) 961-2620.
• AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center,
13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pen-
sacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center,
13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pen-
sacola.
• Ladies AA: 9 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Activities
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity
Point) Pensacola.
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SUN, APRIL 15
• Central Flora-Bama: Church experi-
ences, 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.; Flora-Bama Tent
Stage, Perdido Key.
• Unity Church Beach Service: 9:45 a.m;
The Royal Oyster, Hwy. 59 - 3 blocks from
beach in Gulf Shores.
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Young Artist Series presents: The Snow
White Variety Show: 2 p.m.; South Bald-
win Community Theatre, Gulf Shores;

(251) 968-6721 or sbct.biz.
• J & J: 7; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Light Travelers: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Lauren Kay: 4; Fin & Fork; Orange
Beach.
• T-Bone Montgomery & Mac Walter:
3:30 p.m.; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf
Shores; (251) 948-2337.
• Lisa Christian: 4 p.m.; Tacky Jacks,
Gulf Shores. 
• Rat Pack & Motown w. James Proctor
& Kathy Lyons: 5; Franco’s; Orange

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sound artist RUN DMT
is at Live Bait April 20
Maryland based sound artist

RUN DMT will be making a
stop at The Club at Live Bait in
Orange Beach on April 20.

Doors open at 8
p.m., with
showtime an
hour later.
Tickets are $15
($20 for under
21) for the Fu-
ture Astronaut
Co. produced
show. KVBM,
Delicate Chaos,
Cxxnzy b2b

Meachie, and Panda Panax are
also on the bill. Live Bait is lo-
cated at 24281 Perdido Beach
Blvd.
Run DMT (Michael Collins)

drafts drifting, atmospheric
sonic collages that hover some-
where between psychedelia, J
Dilla-style hip-hop, and Beach
Boys-influenced pop. Collins of-
fered the first two Run DMT al-
bums, Bong Voyage and Get
Ripped or Die Trying, as free re-
leases online in 2009; they were
also issued as limited-edition
cassettes for the blog Chocolate
Bobka. 
The following year, a song from

the third Run DMT album,
Dreams, "Richard," appeared on
the Woodsist compilation Wel-
come Home. Collins started the
Culture Dealer imprint, where
he finally released his Dreams
album in 2011.

Advertise Where it Counts:
mulletwrapper.com
251-968-5683 • 850-492-5221

St. Andrew by the Sea
Purses for Purpose April 12
The Women of St. Andrew by

the Sea on Fort Morgan Road in
Gulf Shores are planning a
silent auction fund-raiser for
their charitable projects on
Thursday, April 12, in the Fel-
lowship Hall at the church from
11 a.m. until 1 p.m.  All are in-
vited to attend and enjoy brows-
ing and bidding on more than
50 new or gently used purses,
filled with surprises, and lovely
hats for your spring and sum-
mer wardrobe. The church is lo-
cated at 17264 Fort Morgan
Road, and the event will be held
in the church fellowship hall.
Purses for a Purpose proceeds

will benefit the St. Andrew
Women’s casserole ministry, the
children of the island, and local
charities such as the Christian
Service Center. Lunch will be
available for a cost of $5.
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Beach.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; The Lobby Bar at Per-
dido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; Voyagers Restau-
rant at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• Jazzman David Jones: 2 p.m.; Red or
White Wine and Gourmet, Orange Beach.
• Coconut Radio: 2 p.m.; Sassy Bass
Amazin’ Gril, Ft. Morgan.
• Southern Star: 5; Monthly Birthday
Potluck; American Legion Post 99, Foley.
• John Joiner & Friends: 4; Hub Stacey’s
at the Point; Innerarity Point.
• Blind Draw Dart Tournament: 5; Amer-
ican Legion Post 99, Foley.
• 9 Ball APA: 6; The Office, Foley.
• AA: 5 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

MON, APRIL 16
• L.A. Beach Writers Group: 5:30; Gulf
Shores Library; visitors welcome; Info:
nancydickhute@creighton.edu.
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great
prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido
Key Dr., Perdido Key.
• Trivia at Big Beach: 7 p.m.; Big Beach
Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Brent Burns: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport Ma-
rina, Gulf Shores.
• Frankie G. & Leann Creswell: 6:30;
Franco’s Italian Restaurant; Orange
Beach.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Papa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Bingo: 6; American Legion Post 44, Gulf
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“Need a toy - Take a toy - Have a toy - Leave a toy”
O.B. turtle toy boxes encourage sharing, wildlife education & recycling

Anyone who has visited the Alabama Gulf State Park’s public
beach accesses in Orange Beach the past two summers has prob-
ably seen the colorful turtle signs with handmade wooden boxes
at their bases. The words on the boxes say it all: “Need a toy -
Take a toy. Have a toy - Leave a toy.”

The turtle boxes have been a success since being introduced at
the end of the summer of 2015. City Administrator Ken Grimes
said the idea all started with early morning walks he would take
on the beach in 2012, before the “Leave Only Footprints” clean
beach initiative was introduced in Orange Beach and Gulf Shores.
Grimes would collect plastic toys he found on the beach, soon hav-
ing bags full.

Fast-forward a few years and with Logistics Coordinator Chris
Litton finding the bags of toys stored away in the trunk of Grimes’
old city vehicle, the idea of having beach-toy recycling boxes
sprung to life.

“We were also trying to promote the Share the Beach program
because they would be out there too while I was walking early in
the morning,” Grimes said, referring to the Alabama Sea Turtle
Conservation Program that has volunteers working each nesting
season along the coastline and marking nests.  “So it started to
make sense that if you can make people think about collecting
this stuff and bringing it back for others to use, it could be suc-
cessful. We had all of these ideas of why it wouldn’t work but it
didn’t happen that way.”
With the help of artist Kerry Parks from the Coastal Art Center’s

Hot Shop, Orange Beach cabinet maker David Hallex, teenager
Savannah Townley’s painting skills, employees at Orange Beach
Public Works and Litton coordinating it all and coming up with
the tagline, the turtle boxes became a reality.

The turtle boxes can now be found at all of the public state
beaches in Orange Beach including Romar Beach, Cotton Bayou
Beach, East Alabama Point on Perdido Pass and the beach access
east of Perdido Pass. A turtle box is also at the new sand volley-
ball court at the Orange Beach Sportsplex.
“It addition to encouraging sharing, it shows children how we all

need to coexist with endangered sea turtles on the coastline,”
Grimes said. “It shows them and brings educational awareness
to other citizens who are enjoying the beach. If they understand
more about the sea turtles we can better educate them about the
nesting birds. We now have ‘Leave Only Footprints’ as a platform
and sea turtles are one of the main reasons why we remove all
items at night.”
Grimes said the turtle box displays are a good photo opportunity

for families, too.  “Make a memory and remember that we’re all
working together to help the sea turtles hatch,” he said.

Find more information on Share the Beach go to alabamasea-
turtles.com. For details on Leave Only Footprints, visit cleanis-
land.org.

Ono Ladies Club donation
supports Camp Creation
Ono Ladies Club recently

made a donation to Camp
Creation. Camp Creation is
a 5-week program blending
spiritual and academic com-
ponents to assist at-risk
children to live in today’s
world and rise above the
negative influences sur-
rounding them.  Ono Ladies
Club Boutique donated $500
and individual members do-
nated an additional $1,075. 
Pictured: (from left to

right) is Hope Becklund,
Ono Ladies Club, Pam Allen,
President of Camp Creation,
Barbara DeWitt, Ono Ladies
Club, Ginny and Lane
Gilbert of Villaggio’s Bar
and Grill (which donated
meals to the children at the
camp last year), Sandy
Santa Rossa, Ono Ladies
Club and Rena Keane of
Camp Creation.

OBES OLYMPIC MATH
PROJECT: Mrs. Cleere’s sixth grade
students discovered just how fast the
Olympic Athletes in PyeongChang
were traveling. Each pair of students
was given an Olympic event such as
Women’s 1000 Meter Speed Skating.
The students found the distance of
each event and the winning times and
used the distance formula to find top
medalist’s rate. The sixth graders
then converted the metric unit of rate
into customary units to find the
fastest winter Olympian! Tucker West
and Morgan Crawford researched
various weights and measures of ob-
jects in the 2018 Winter Olympic
games for Mrs. Cleere’s math class.
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Hand-Crafted Seafood Dishes: 
Fresh Perspective — Gourmet Taste

At Bill’s By The Beach, you can
be certain that 100% of the
seafood you eat is wild caught
from the Gulf of Mexico or other
domestic waters. Located on
Gulf Shores’ West Beach, just
two blocks from the intersec-
tion with Highway 59, you can
dine with amazing views of the
beach.
Our open air deck is a great
place to watch the sunset and
enjoy some great libations. We
offer specialty cocktails, fine
spirits, craft beers and exten-
sive wine list.

Why wait for dinner?  We take 
reservations. Call 251-948-5227

or bbtb.com reservations

251-948-5227 | bbtb.com | 300 West Beach Blvd., Gulf Shores, AL 36542
Hours 11 a.m. — 9 p.m. Monday - Thursday | Friday - Sunday 9 a.m. — 10 p.m. 
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Shores.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• 8 Ball League: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Celebrate Recovery: (Christ centered 12
step program); Monday evenings at 6
p.m.; Christian Life Church in Orange
Beach; 251-967-4840.
• Overeaters Anonymous: 6; Holy Spirit
Episcopal Church; Gulf Shores, 616 Ft.
Morgan Rd.; 251-709-5907.
• T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly):
weigh-in 5:30; meeting 6; First Presbyte-

rian Church of Foley; (Berry & Highway
59).
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Ladies AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

TUE, APRIL 17
• Coastal Alabama Bird Banding Project:
noon-3 p.m.; Fort Morgan, 110 State Hwy.
180 W. Gulf Shores, banding is free, ad-
mission fee to enter the park; birming-
hamaudubon.org.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

LADIES OF THE BRIM ANNUAL TEA

Orange Beach Garden Club
awards Yards of the Month 
The Orange Beach Garden

Club has chosen the home of
Al and Annette Marioni
(Below) in the Bayou Place
S/D at 26440 Caribe Dr in
Orange Beach as Residential
Yard of the Month. The yard
has wonderful plantings
that add color even during
the winter months. (Above)
The club has chosen the
Romar House , 24310 Per-
dido Beach Blvd as Commer-
cial Yard of the Month.
Pictured: General Manager,
Robby Young, KM Brennard,
Chairman of the Landscap-
ing Committee and Brad
Traylor, C/C JubileeScape.

The Ladies of the Brim Annual Tea was
April 4. Hostess Dr. Jackie Whitehead
greeted her guest with Azalea Champagne
and followed it with personal teas and
lunch. Fun was had by all. Guests included
Marianne Wallace, Celeste Morvant, Peggy
Harrington, Catherine Bennette, Alice
Welker, Charlene Doody, Maryann Kilgore,
Eileen Huisman, Gail Kirby, Mary Platt,
Debbie McCutchen and Beth Little. Best
Brims: Beth Little and Celeste Morvant.

Meyer Relay For Life event  slated April 22 at Waterville USA
Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 22 from noon ‘til 5 p.m.

for a fun afternoon at the Amusement Park at Waterville USA.
Admission is $10 per person (age 2 and under free) for unlimited

amusements that include Cannonball Run roller
coaster, Fun Depot kiddie rides, Trampoline
Thing, Waterville 500 go-carts, 36-hole mini-golf.
Flowrider, waterpark rides, Escape House and
the arcade are not included in admission. 

One hundred percent of the admission fee will
be donated to the American Cancer Society. Co-
hosts for The Relay for Life fundraising event
are Meyer Vacation Rentals and Century 21

Meyer Real Estate.  Tickets are on sale at the Gulf Shores Meyer
Realty office front desk for cash or check payable to the American
Cancer Society. Contact Frances Warne (fwarne@meyerre.com)
for easy purchasing and delivery of your tickets. All tickets pre-
purchased at our Meyer office can be exchanged upon arrival at
Waterville USA for a food voucher valued at $5.
For every 10 people who attend the $100 donation can help pro-

vide one-on-one peer support for a breast cancer survivor, 10 rides
to and from treatment for cancer patients,one night of free lodg-
ing for a cancer patient and their caregiver at an American Can-
cer Society Hope Lodge when traveling for treatment. 

Orange Beach Elementary PTO Kickin’ For Kids Kickball April 28
The Orange Beach Elementary School PTO will host the Kickin’

for Kids Kickball Tournament on April 28 beginning at 9 a.m. at
the Orange Beach Sportsplex (4385 William Silvers Pkwy.). 

Proceeds from the tourney are earmarked for
the Guided Reading program at Orange Beach
Elementary. People or businesses can register as
a team or individuals. Teams must have a mini-
mum of 10 players, with at least 4 players being
12 or under. Registration is $250 for teams and
$25 for individuals and ends April 13. Tourna-
ment information and registration forms may be
picked up at Bryant Bank in Orange Beach, The

Wharf management office, or downloaded from the OBES web-
site. Send a message on Facebook or call (251) 978-4932 for more
information.

Styx & REO Speedwagon will rock The Wharf on April 14
Tickets are still available for the Styx & REO Speedwagon con-

cert slated on Saturday, April 14 at The Wharf Amphitheater in
Orange Beach. Don Felder, formerly of The Eagles, is also on the
bill as a special guest. For ticket info, visit Ticketmaster.com, call
800.745-3000 or visit The Wharf Box Office. Prices range from
$20 to $72.50 plus service charges.
Styx released The Mission – their first studio album of new ma-

terial in 14 years – last June. “The idea was, let’s be as true to the
Styx sound. Our favorite Styx sound, which for most of us, is that
era around The Grand Illusion and Pieces of Eight. And Equinox
too,” said Styx guitarist and singer Tommy Shaw about bringing
the project to completion.’’
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• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m. ‘til;
(Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama, Perdido
Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great
prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido Key Dr.,
Perdido Key.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Frankie G. On Piano: 6:30; Franco’s Italian
Restaurant; Orange Beach.
• Lefty Collins: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport Ma-
rina; Gulf Shores.
• Open Mic Karaoke: 5; American Legion Post
99; Fairhope.
• Open Mic w. John Henry: 5; American Le-
gion Post 99; Foley.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; The Lobby Bar at Per-
dido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Bowling Tourney: 7; Snapper’s; Orange
Beach.
• JW Karaoke: 6; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity
Point.
• Karaoke:5:30; Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores.
• Open Mic Karaoke w. John Henry: 5; Ameri-
can Legion Post 99; Foley.
• Kiwanis Club of Big Lagoon: 7:30 a.m.;
Perdido Bay UMC Activities Center, 13660
Innerarity Point Road, Pensacola, 850-867-

5873 or 901-734-1066.
• GriefShare Support Group: For men and
women; 6-8 p.m.; Point Church, 13801 Inner-
arity Point Rd. Info: Shirley Johnson, 601-278-
6973.
• NAPA Pool League: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Bingo: 10 to 2; Gulf Coast Elks Lodge 2782,
Foley: 251-971-2782.
• Orange Beach City Council Meeting: 5 p.m.;
City Hall; 980-INFO.
• Sonora Masonic Lodge: 7 p.m.; 202 E. Jack-
son Street in Summerdale; sonora635.com.
• Orange Beach Bridge Club: Tue. & Thur at
noon; Orange Beach Senior Center; visitors
and new members welcomed even without a
partner; 251-981-3440. 
• Orange Beach Library Children’s Story
Time: 10 a.m.; preschool; 981-2923.
• Southwest Branch Library Children’s Story
Time: 10:30 a.m.; preschool; 12248 Gulf
Beach Hwy, Pensacola; (850) 453-7780.
• Gulf Shores Kiwanis Club: Palmer Dining
Room at Craft Farms; noon; new members
and guests always welcome; 251-981-9999.
• Kiwanis Club of Foley: Noon on Tuesdays at
Ryan's in Foley; 251-968-6288.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Cen-
ter, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity

Point) Pensacola.
• Al-Anon: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Activities
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerar-
ity Point) Pensacola.

WED, APRIL 18
• Coastal Alabama Bird Banding Project: 8
a.m.-3 p.m.; Fort Morgan, 110 State Hwy. 180
W. Gulf Shores, banding is free, admission fee
to enter the park; birminghamaudubon.org.
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m. ‘til;
(Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama, Perdido
Key.
• Open Mic Night: 5:30; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• Adam Holt: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport Marina;
Gulf Shores.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; Voyagers Restaurant at
Perdido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• John Brust: 6; The Lobby Bar at Perdido
Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Chris Bryant & Lee Yankie: noon; Poolside
at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Big Beach Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores; all levels wel-
come.
• Frankie G. On Piano: 6:30; Franco’s Italian
Restaurant; Orange Beach.

WHAT’S HAPPENING



• Brent Burns: 5; Fin & Fork; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 7; American Legion Post 44,
Gulf Shores.
• John Joiner & Friends: 7; Hub Stacy’s,
Innerarity Point.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 8; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 9; The Office, Foley.
• Lisa Zanghi & Scott Koehn: 6; Flippers,
Orange Beach.
• Family Night Dinner & Activities: 5:45
p.m.; Saint Andrew by the Sea, 17263
Fort Morgan Rd., Gulf Shores; 678-361-
2762.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis

Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• Veteran’s Bingo: 10 a.m. -2 p.m.; Ameri-
can Legion Post 99, Foley.
• Trivia Night: 6:30 p.m.; The Gulf Coast
Elks Lodge 2789, Foley; 251-550-1060.
• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Noon; Perdido
Bay UMC Activities Center, 13660 Inner-
arity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pen-
sacola.
• Bingo: 6 p.m.; American Legion Post
240; 8666 Gulf Beach Hwy.; Pensacola.
• South Alabama Senior Travelers: 9
a..m; Foley Senior Center; visitors wel-
come; 251-928-4494.
• Orange Beach Friends of the Library:
10; Library meeting room; 978-4106.

• Food Ministry For Hungry Families:
noon-1 p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church, cor-
ner of West 23rd Ave. and West 4th St. in
Gulf Shores; 251-968-5991.
• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Or-
ange Beach United Methodist Church
Brook's Center.
• Food Bank: 9 - 11 a.m every Wednes-
day, Perdido Bay Baptist Church, 12600
Sorrento Rd. Pensacola; call for eligiblity
requirements at (850) 492-2604. 
• Gulf Shores Woman's Club: 11 a.m.;
Palmer Room  at Craft Farms; all intter-
ested women invited to attend;  251-980-
5722. 
• Perdido Key Rotary Club: 7:30 a.m.;
every Wednesday at Triggers.
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Cheesy Ham and Broccoli Bake
1-2/3 cups hot water
1 pkg. (6 oz.) Stove Top Cornbread stuffing mix
3 cups chopped ham
1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen broccoli florets, thawed, drained
1 can (10-3/4 oz.) condensed cream of mushroom soup
3/4 cup Cheez Whiz Cheese Dip
Heat oven to 375 degrees F. Add water to stuffing mix; stir just
until moistened. Set aside. Combine ham and broccoli in 2-qt.
casserole. Mix soup and "Cheez Whiz; pour over ham mixture.
Top with stuffing. Bake 30 min. or until heated through. 
Serves 6. 
Enjoy!

COOKIN’ WITH CAROLYN
BY CAROLYN GODFREY

PERDIDO OPTIMIST EGG HUNT: The Optimist Club of Perdido Bay hosted
dozens of boys and girls and their families at the Easter Egg Hunt at the Lillian
Recreational Park. The children found eggs filled with coins and some got special
prizes of large chocolate bunnies. The next big event for the Optimists and kids is
the 18th Annual Fishing Rodeo to be held Saturday, April 14 from 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at Schaff's Pond in Lillian. The special day for anglers also includes prizes and
a free hot dog lunch.
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850.492.8335.
• Gulf Shores Lions Club: noon; 2nd &
4th Wednesday; noon; Gulf Shores Adult
Activity Center, 300 E. 16th Avenue; 251-
968-2823.
• Storytime at Pensacola Southwest
Branch Library: free; infant to 5; 10:30-
11; 12238 Old Gulf Beach Hwy; (850)453-
7780.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

THU, APRIL 19
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great
prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido
Key Dr., Perdido Key.
• Coastal Alabama Bird Banding Project:
8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Fort Morgan, 110 State
Hwy. 180 W. Gulf Shores, banding is free,
admission fee to enter the park; birming-
hamaudubon.org.
• Open Mic: 7; Snapper’s; Orange Beach.
• Brandon White: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• LeAnn Creswell & Lisa Zanghi: 6:30;
Franco’s Italian Restaurant; Orange
Beach.
• Jazzman David Jones: 6; Jesse's, in

Magnolia Springs. 
• Sugarcane Jane: 5; Fin & Fork; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 7; Flying Harpoon 2, Orange
Beach.
• Sandra Kaye & The Legend Band: 6;
Clubhouse at One Club (open to pubic),
Gulf Shores Alabama,
• Alabama Lightning: 6:30; Flippers, Or-
ange Beach.
• Ole River String Band: 6:30; Original
Point Restaurant, Pensacola.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; Voyagers Restau-
rant at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• John Brust: 6; The Lobby Bar at Perdido
Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Chris Bryant & Lee Yankie: noon; Pool-
side at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 5:30; Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 7; Tacky Jacks, Ft. Morgan.
• James Hayden Band: 9; Our Cigar Bar,
Orange Beach.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Papa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Paxton Norris: 7; Hub Stacy’s at The
Point; Pensacola.
• Scott Koehn: 6; Pleasure Island Tiki Bar,
Orange Beach.
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Baldwin Pops schedules April scholarship concerts in Robertsdale & Fairhope
The Baldwin Pops Band will present two John Allen Memorial Scholarship concerts in April. At 3 p.m. on Sunday, April 15 the
band will play at the Baldwin County Coliseum in Robertsdale. The second concert will take place 7 p.m. on Sunday, April 22 at
Henry George Park in Fairhope. Both concerts are free. The Baldwin Pops Band sponsors an annual scholarship contest for high
school seniors from Baldwin County who plan to continue their musical involvement in college. Ten students from Daphne,
Fairhope, Foley, Robertsdale, and Spanish Fort High Schools will perform with the band. The winner of the John Allen Memorial
Scholarship will be announced at the April 22 concert. Those students are: Erika Horne, clarinet, from Daphne High School; Ben
Brunson, trombone, and Sam Butler, trumpet, from Fairhope High School; Imani Williams, bass clarinet, from Foley High School;
Avrionna Erlandson, flute, Blake Odom, percussion, Catherine Power, french horn, Houston Hughes, percussion, and Rhian Pactor,
euphonium, from Robertsdale High School; Mason Pitre, french horn, from Spanish Fort High School.
When he passed away in April of 2003 at age 80, John Allen was the oldest member of the Baldwin Pops. He started playing tuba

at the age of 74 in the 6th grade band at Fairhope Middle School. He progressed to the 8th grade band and continued playing with
that grade until his death. Allen not only became a student of the tuba, he became an inspiration to his fellow students. When the
Baldwin Pops Band formed in 1997, John Allen became a charter member. The scholarship fund was named in memory of him.

Dr. Jason Rinehart will conduct the Baldwin Pops in performances of The Best of Henry Mancini arranged by Johnnie Vinson.
Guests at the Fairhope concert should bring chairs or blankets and are encouraged to bring a picnic supper. After intermission,
there will be a children's parade with flags. The Checkered Tablecloth Award will be presented to the person or group with the
most interesting picnic setup. Donations for the John Allen Memorial Scholarship will be gratefully accepted at both concerts or
by mail to Baldwin Pops Band, P.O.Box 38, Fairhope, AL 36533. More info: baldwinpops.com, Facebook or call 251-987-5757.

Pictured: High School Seniors participating in the John Allen Memorial Scholarship Concerts include Top row: Blake Odom,
Mason Pitre, Sam Butler; Middle row: Erika Horne, Ben Brunson, Houston Hughes; Bottom row: Rhian Pactor, Imani Williams,
Catherine Power, Avrionna Erlandson. (Photo by Alec Thigpen)
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• 8 Ball APA: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post
44, 6781 Gulf Shores Pkwy (AL Hwy 59),
Gulf Shores.
• Rotary Club of Gulf Shores/Orange
Beach: noon; Gulf Shores Golf Club; visit-
ing Rotarians and guests invited.
• Gulf Shores United Methodist Church
Bread Ministry: 9-10; every Thursday;
room 103 on the south campus, next to
Crossroad; 251 968-2411.
• Adult Bible Study: 10 a.m.; Gulf Shores
Presbyterian Church; all welcome; (251)
968-7720.
• Orange Beach Bridge Club: Tue. &
Thur at noon; Orange Beach Senior Cen-
ter; visitors and new members welcomed
even without a partner; 251-981-3440. 
• Gulf Shores Library  Pre-school (3-5)
Story Time: 10:30 a.m.; 251-968-1176.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

FRI, APRIL 20
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great
prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido
Key Dr., Perdido Key.
• Coastal Alabama Bird Banding Proj-
ect: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Fort Morgan, 110 State
Hwy. 180 W. Gulf Shores, banding is free,
admission fee to enter the park; birming-
hamaudubon.org.
• Music and a Movie and Heritage Park
Marketplace: 4 p.m. ‘til; free; Heritage
Park, Foley, 251-943-1200 or
visitfoley.org.
• Young Artist Series presents: The Snow
White Variety Show: 7:30; South Baldwin
Community Theatre, Gulf Shores; (251)
968-6721 or sbct.biz.
• Rock Bottom w. Rick Carter: 5; LuLu’s
at Homeport Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Chris Young Losing Sleep 2018 World
Tour with special guests Kane Brown,
Morgan Evans & Dee Jay Silver: 7:30;
Wharf Amphitheater; Gulf Shores.

• Matt Bush: 7; The Office, Foley.
• JJ Mack: 6; Fin & Fork; Orange Beach.
• Justin Wall: 7; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• 4/20 Firkin Tapping: 4:20 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Dueling Pianos w. Steve & Frankie:
6:30; Big Beach Brewing Company, Gulf
Shores.
• Food w. Royal Oyster: 6-9; Big Beach
Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• James Hayden Band: 9; Our Cigar Bar,
Orange Beach.
• Rat Pack & Motown w. James Proctor
& Kathy Lyons: 5; Franco’s; Orange
Beach.
• Sandra Kaye & The Legend Band: 6;
Clubhouse at One Club (open to pubic),
Gulf Shores Alabama,
• Dueling Pianos: 9; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; The Lobby Bar at
Perdido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Chris Bryant & Lee Yankie: noon;
Splash - The Pool Bar at Perdido Beach
Resort; Orange Beach.
• Jazzman David Jones: 6; Tuscany Grill,
Gulf Shores.
• Open Mic w. John Henry: 5; American
Legion Post 99; Foley.
• DJ-Karaoke: 9; The Jellyfish, Perdido
Key.
• Open Jam: 8; American Legion Post
199; Fairhope.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 8; Snapper’s; Orange Beach.
• Terry Causey: 7; Flippers, Orange
Beach.
• Kristi Dees Bad Juju: 7; Hub Stacy’s at
The Point; Pensacola.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• Bingo: 5:30; Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 5659; Elberta.
• Foley Rotary Club: 12:15 p.m.; Gift
Horse Restaurant in Foley;  foleyrotary
@gulftel.com. 
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AL PECK TENNIS TOURNEY RESULTS: The
Orange Beach Tennis Center hosted the 2018 Al Peck
Century Doubles tournament on Sunday, March 10.
Tournament winners included the following: Women's
6.5 division - 1st place: Marianne Wallace/Mary Ann
Kilgore; 2nd place: Alice Welker and Jane Ardito.
Women’s 7.5 division - 1st place: Kathleen Browne and
Tina Wilson; 2nd place: Ann Gaylor and Tracey Best.
Men's 6.5 division - 1st place: Randy Ranft and Bill
Ward; 2nd place: Ron Gaylor and Tom Best. Men's 7.0
division - 1st place: Linwood Lloyd and Jim Turbyville;
2nd place: Randy Nelson and Dennis Drosner. The
other 32 players in the event included Annette
Mitchell, Lisa Atchley, Donna Fitz, Candace Johnson,
Paula Brasch, Donna Bagwell, Ann Watson, Janet
Abernathy, Alan McBride, Robbie Gilliam, John Mi-
lano, Gary Holland, Bill and Mike Simon, Jimmy
Whitehead and Curtis Rouse.

O.B. Seed Library
is open for business
The Orange Beach Public Li-

brary seed library is ready for ac-
tion again! Grow your own larval
host plants to attract butterflies
and nectar plants to feed butter-
flies. The seed library is located on
the left as you enter the front door. 

Choose up to six packets of seeds
and check them out by writing
them down in the binder, take
them home, and start growing!
Once your flowers grow, you can
save your seeds and return them
to the library for us to lend to oth-
ers! For more info, stop by the li-
brary or call (251) 981-2923.

Foley is accepting
Marketplace vendors
Foley is accepting applications

for vendors to participate in the
Heritage Park Marketplace sched-
uled April 20 & 27, May 18 & 25
and June 1 & 8. Hours are 4:30-
7:30 p.m. in a beautiful downtown
location perfect for offering a vari-
ety of arts and crafts, baked goods,
handmade soaps, plants and more.
The marketplace hours will over-
lap with the Music and a Movie in
the Park which begins at 6:00 p.m.
We welcome your participation
and hope you will enjoy the festiv-
ities. More info: 251-943-1300 or
lhula@cityof foley.org

Matt Jones will close out Music at Meyer Park Series on April 19
Matt Jones (pictured) will close out the 2018 edition of Music at

Meyer Park on April 19. The concert is free and begins at 6 p.m.
For more info, call 251-968-1174 or visit gulfshoresal.gov.
A Destin native, Jones is a seasoned singer/songwriter based in

Tuscaloosa, with an arsenal of original and cover music. Matt
started playing guitar at the age of twelve. Heavily influenced by
the great singer-songwriters such as David Wilcox, he honed his
skill as a writer and performer to go on to record four albums in-
cluding his latest, Redemption.
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• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

SAT, APRIL 21
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Young Artist Series presents: The Snow
White Variety Show: 7:30; South Baldwin
Community Theatre, Gulf Shores; (251)
968-6721 or sbct.biz.
• Coastal Alabama Bird Banding Project:
8 a.m.-noon; Fort Morgan, 110 State Hwy.
180 W. Gulf Shores, banding is free, ad-
mission fee to enter the park; birming-
hamaudubon.org.
• Annual Autism Fundraiser: all day.;
Sassy Bass Caribbean Grill, Orange
Beach.
• City Rhythm Big Band Dance: 7 p.m.;
Loxley Civic Center.
• 22nd Annual Mullet Man Triathlon: 7
a.m.; Flora-Bama Lounge & Oyster Bar;
Perdido Key; (850) 483-6267.
• Eden Brown: 7; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Bald Eagle Bash: 3 p.m.; Tonsmeire
Weeks Bay Resource Center; Under
Weeks Bay Bridge on Hwy. 98; Fairhope;
(251) 990-5004.
• Bruti: 6:30; American Legion Post 99;
Foley.
• Zack Dubois: 6:30; Big Beach Brewing
Company, Gulf Shores.
• Rhonda Hart: 7; Fin & Fork; Orange
Beach.
• Dueling Pianos: 9; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• John Henry Karaoke: 9; The Office,
Foley.
• Rat Pack & Motown w. James Proctor &

Kathy Lyons: 5; Franco’s; Orange Beach.
• James Hayden Band: 9; Our Cigar Bar,
Orange Beach.
• Ryan Balthop: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• John Brust: 6; Lobby Lounge at Perdido
Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Chris Bryant: noon; The Pool Bar at Per-
dido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke By Kelly: 9: Island Time
Daquari Bar, The Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Sandra Kaye & The Legend Band: 6;
Clubhouse at One Club (open to pubic),
Gulf Shores Alabama,
• Beyond The Break: 7; Hub Stacy’s at The
Point; Pensacola.
• Karaoke: 7; Tacky Jacks, Ft. Morgan.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• Open Jam w. Jim McAdams: 8; Ameri-
can Legion Post 199; Fairhope.
• BBQ & Blues Cook-off 2018: Heritage
Park, 125 E. Laurel Ave., Foley.
• Baldwin County Genealogical Society:
10 a.m.; public invited;  Foley Library;
319 East Laurel Ave.
• Optimist Club of Perdido Bay: break-
fast every Saturday at 7 a.m. at the Lil-
lian Community Club in Lillian; (251)
961-2620.
• AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

AD INFO
850-492-5221
251-968-5683
mulletwrapper.com

AYCE Crawfish & BBQ Fest
April 22 at St. Patrick School
Baldwin County’s Catholic So-
cial Services presents the Gulf
Coast Crawfish & BBQ Festival
on Sunday, April 22 form 1-6
p.m. on the grounds behind the
KC Hall at St. Patrick School,
located at 23070 Hwy. 59 in
Robertsdale. Tickets are $35 in
advance only (not sold at door).
Children 12 and under are free.

Buy tickets at
eventbrite or
call Kathy
Dupre at 251-
543-6859 or
Catholic So-
cial Services
at 251-947-
2384.
Enjoy live

music by
“Pooyai and The Marlow Boys,
crawfish races, kids’ activities,
raffles, and prizes.
The all-you-can-eat menu in-

cludes beer, wine, sodas,
desserts, jambalaya, crawfish,
corn, sausage, crawfish pasta,
BBQ, baked beans and cole slaw.
Catholic Social Services is an

emergency aid organization.  We
help the people of Baldwin and
Escambia Counties with food,
clothing, utilities, rent, medical,
immigration, counseling, and
school backpack food.  We have
two special programs.  REACH
is a program to provide each
student with a backpack with
school supplies to begin the year
and uniforms as needed.  Our
Christmas Sharing is to make
sure that all children receive at
least three gifts and each family
receive a complete Christmas
dinner.

South Baldwin Theatre seeks
submissions for Short Play Fest

South Baldwin Community
Theatre of Gulf Shores, Ala-
bama is seeking submissions for
the Fourth Annual End of The
Road New Short Play Festival
and Beach Party. The End of the
Road New Short Play Festival
will be held July 13-15 2018 in
beautiful Gulf Shores. For more
details or questions call 251-
968-6721 or visit sbct.biz.
The fest will consist of three

staged readings of the eight
winning ten minute plays. There
will be an additional slot re-
served for a student (18 and
under) play. By submitting your
play you are agreeing to partici-
pate, which means that  atten-
dance by the playwright is a
requirement for winning scripts. 

It is almost always best not to remove animals from environment
By Melissa Vinson
With all the young animals out at this time of year, the chances are that you will

encounter one. Often times, when someone comes across a young or infant animal,
they automatically believe the animal to be abandoned - but that is actually rarely
the case.  The majority of the time, mom is not far away. 
The survival of young mammals depends on the survival of its parents, especially
its mother. If the mother does not find food for herself, then that means no food
for the baby. Much like humans, in order for a mother to produce a healthy amount
of milk, she has to eat. Our native wildlife does not have the ability to order de-
livery, hire a baby sitter, or have the in-laws watch the kids while they forage for
food. So, the babies are often left hidden in their nest or den to keep safe while
mom is away.  This is true for most animals. Sure, at times this leaves some ba-
bies vulnerable to predation, but, as they say, “it’s the circle of life.” 

The main thing is determining if intervention is actually needed. Before inter-
vening, do some research on the normal nesting behavior of that animal or call us.
Remember, a baby animal by itself does not equal an orphaned animal. If inter-
vention is necessary, it does not mean it is necessary to bring the animal to our
Wildlife Rehab Center, either.  Reuniting a baby animal with mom when sepa-
rated is the best thing for that baby, even if they have been touched by you. It is
a myth that the mother will reject her young if she smells a human scent on them.   
The real reason a mother will not return to the nest or den is if there is too much

commotion going on. So if you are standing next to the nest waiting for the mother
to return, you will be waiting for a long time because she sees you as a predator.
Put the babies back in the nest or den and leave the area for several hours so the
mother feels safe to return. If the nest or den has been destroyed or can’t be lo-
cated, substitutes can be made.  While we do have the ability to raise them, mom
could do a far better job than we can. 
Some situations cannot be helped, as when a natural predator killed the mother;

many other situations can be prevented. We can keep our cats indoors and can in-
spect our yard and trees for nests or dens before we do yard work. That way we
know the areas to avoid when working. It is better to learn proper methods to
help prevent these situations from happening.  Prevention and education can do
far more for animals then the actual act of rehabilitating them. 

Our goal when we get a call about a baby animal is for it to remain in its natu-
ral environment.

"When we return wild animals to nature, we merely return them to what is al-
ready theirs. For man cannot give wild animals freedom, they can only take it
away."  - Jacques Cousteau

Stay tuned for upcoming articles that go into more detail on how to proper re-
unite various species! In the meantime, if you come across a baby animal and
don’t know what to do, call us right away and we can walk you through a reunite.
844-303-WILD (9453).

ON THE WILD SIDE...
W. THE ORANGE BEACH WILDLIFE CENTER STAFF

TREASURES OF THE ISLE SUPPORTS ZOO: Treasures of the Isle (TOI)
Queen Carolyn Boe and King Corbin Smith recently presented checks to Patti Hall
Director of the Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo totaling $1700. These funds where a request
of the TOI Royalty to the membership to make a gift  to the Zoo in lieu of making
the traditional personal gifts to the Queen and King at the end of their reign.
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• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Ladies AA: 9 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

SUN, APRIL 22
• Central Flora-Bama Church: Church
experiences, 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.; Flora-
Bama Tent Stage, Perdido Key.
• Unity Church Beach Service: 9:45 a.m.;
The Royal Oyster, Hwy. 59, three blocks
from beach in Gulf Shores.
• Young Artist Series presents: The Snow
White Variety Show: 2 p.m.; South Bald-
win Community Theatre, Gulf Shores;
(251) 968-6721 or sbct.biz.
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Cadillac Attack: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Broken Down Car: 4; Big Beach Brew-
ing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Lauren Kay: 4; Fin & Fork; Orange
Beach.
• Destiny Brown: 7; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Hop Rhizome Give-away for Earth Day:

all day; Big Beach Brewing Company,
Gulf Shores.
• Lisa Christian: 4 p.m.; Tacky Jacks,
Gulf Shores. 
• Rat Pack & Motown w. James Proctor
& Kathy Lyons: 5; Franco’s; Orange
Beach.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; The Lobby Bar at Per-
dido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; Voyagers Restau-
rant at Perdido Beach Resort; Orange
Beach.
• Scott Koehn: 4; Flippers, Orange
Beach.
• Coconut Radio: 2 p.m.; Sassy Bass
Amazin’ Grill, Ft. Morgan.
• Jazzman David Jones: 2 p.m.; Red or
White Wine and Gourmet, Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 5; Monthly Birthday Potluck;
American Legion Post 99, Foley.
• John Joiner & Friends: 4; Hub Stacey’s
at the Point; Innerarity Point.
• Blind Draw Dart Tournament: 5; Amer-
ican Legion Post 99, Foley.
• 9 Ball APA: 6; The Office, Foley.

MON, APRIL 23
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.

• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great
prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido
Key Dr., Perdido Key.
• Check It Out Pilsner Tapping: 6; Big
Beach Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Brent Burns: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport
Marina, Gulf Shores.
• Trivia at Big Beach: 7 p.m.; Big Beach
Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Frankie G. & LeAnn Creswell: 6:30;
Franco’s Italian Restaurant; Orange
Beach.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Alabama Lightning: 6:30; Flippers, Or-
ange Beach.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• Bingo: 6; American Legion Post 44, Gulf
Shores.
• 8 Ball League: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Overeaters Anonymous: 6; Holy Spirit
Episcopal Church; Gulf Shores, 616 Ft.
Morgan Rd.; 251-709-5907.
• Celebrate Recovery: (Christ centered
12 step program); Monday evenings at 6
p.m.; Christian Life Church in Orange
Beach; 251-967-4840.
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ELBERTA ELEMENTARY ESSAYS: Students at Elberta High School partic-
ipated in the annual Essay Contest hosted by the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay.
They and their families were treated to the OCPB famous Saturday morning break-
fast. The students and their essays impressed the members. Seated from left are
Third Place, LeeAnn Martin; Second Place, Mason Wright; and First Place Brendan
Feeley. Standing are Barbara Martin, Charlie and Peggy Bingle, Kim and Dick
Wright, school Counselor Katy Padgett, Grace Alderman and Dan Feeley. Brendan
will move on to the District level where his essay will compete with dozens of oth-
ers throughout the Alabama-Mississippi District. The finalist receives a $2,500
scholarship.

Atkinson Duo to play April 22 concert at St. Francis at the Point
The Atkinson Duo, the Gulf Coast’s professional harp/violin, brother-sister team,

will be joined by organist Karen Hicks in an hour long concert at St. Francis at the
Point (17280 Scenic Hwy. 98 in Point Clear) on April 22 at 3 p.m.
Admission is free and music will include the Lord’s Prayer, Old Rugged Cross, Till
the Storm Passes Over, Un Sospiro, and more!  Free Admission 
"Great is thy Faithfulness" is a unique musical celebration which audiences are

sure to enjoy! Experience beloved hymns that have brought peace, hope and joy to
generations of people, along with beautiful classical melodies in an interactive and
exciting program! For more info, call (251) 402-3550. Pictured: Rebekah Atkinson,
harpist, and Matthew Atkinson, violinist.

OBFD 25th anniversary celebration & open house is April 21
The City of Orange Beach Fire Department will host its 25th

Anniversary Celebration and Open House at Fire Station No. 1,
behind City Hall, on Saturday, April 21, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Everyone is invited. For more info, contact Melody Lollar at 251-
981-6166. Gulf Shores Elementary School Terrific Kids

Congratulations to the Gulf Shores Elementary School students chosen as the March 2018 Terrific Kids. Students are named by
their homeroom teachers for showing outstanding character traits. Thank you to our local Kiwanis Club for sponsoring the Ter-
rific Kid program at GSES. Pictured: (above) Kindergarten/Pre-K –3rd grade March 2018 Terrific Kids at Gulf Shores Elemen-
tary School (listed in no particular order) Cruz Lammon, Jackson Binette, Genevieve Mkwamba, Lennox Steffek, River Alexander,
Rafael Lins (not pictured Noam Ohayon, Mallory Frederickson, Jessa Frederickson), Savannah Beasley, Jacy Steadman, Isaac
Parker, Collin Cortes, Luke Stephenson, Ivan Sims, Jeremiah Mote (not pictured Isabella Callihan), Mackenzie Hale-Stenzel, Jay-
den Gibson, Jaidyn Krumm, Jett Reimche, Payton Harris, Connor Ford, Mitchell Kowalski, Charlize Hembree, Sophia Adams,
Emanuel Quezada-Lopez, Terza Mojs, Brody Shiver. Pictured: (below) 4-6th grade March 2018 Terrific Kids at Gulf Shores Ele-
mentary School (listed in no particular order) Cooper Hopkins, Lily Kilough, Ella Gilbert, Jacey Caldwell, Prina Patel, Ray Pep-
perman, Garrett Turner, Alex Moreno, Mason Nettles, Marisa Kimsey, Isabel Schiek, Lily Wright, Nathan Russell, Hailey
Singleton, Austyn Manasco, Bailey Oldham, Clawson Diehl.
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• T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly):
weigh-in 5:30; meeting 6; First Presbyte-
rian Church of Foley; (Berry & Highway
59).
• Alcoholics Anonymous: noon; Perdido
Bay UMC Activities Center; 13660 Inner-
arity Pt. Rd.; 850-492-3056 or 492-6362.
• Alcoholics Anonymous and Alanon:
Holy Spirit Episcopal Church in Gulf
Shores at noon; Alanon at Orange Beach
Presbyterian Church in Orange Beach at
7 p.m.; 800-477-1104.
• Ladies AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.

TUE, APRIL 24
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great
prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido
Key Dr., Perdido Key.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 8; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Frankie G. On Piano: 6:30; Franco’s
Italian Restaurant; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 5:30; Tacky Jacks, Gulf
Shores.
• Karaoke: 5; Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post 5659; Elberta.
• Open Mic w. John Henry: 5; American
Legion Post 99; Foley.
• Open Mic Karaoke: 5; American Legion
Post 99; Fairhope.
• Albert Simpson: 5; LuLu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• JW Karaoke: 6; Hub Stacy’s At The
Point, Innerarity Point.
• Open Mic Karaoke w. John Henry: 5;
American Legion Post 99; Foley.
• Bowling Tourney: 7; Snapper’s; Orange
Beach.
• NAPA Pool League: 7:30; The Office,
Foley.
• Bingo: 10 to 2; Gulf Coast Elks Lodge
2782, Foley: 251-971-2782.
• South Baldwin Republican Women:
Gift Horse Rest., 11:30 a.m.; 4th Tuesday
of Every Month, public invited, Info: 251-
978-6178.
• GriefShare Support Group: For men
and women; 6-8 p.m.; Point Church,
13801 Innerarity Point Rd. Info: Shirley
Johnson, 601-278-6973.
• Orange Beach City Council Meeting: 5
p.m.; City Hall; 980-INFO.
• Sonora Masonic Lodge: 7 p.m.; 202 E.
Jackson Street in Summerdale;
sonora635.com.
• Orange Beach Bridge Club: Tue. &
Thur at noon; Orange Beach Senior Cen-
ter; visitors and new members welcomed

even without a partner; 251-981-3440. 
• Orange Beach Library Children’s Story
Time: 10 a.m.; preschool; 981-2923.
• Southwest Branch Library Children’s
Story Time: 10:30 a.m.; preschool; 12248
Gulf Beach Hwy, Pensacola; (850) 453-
7780.
• Overcomers Outreach: 7 p.m.; First
Baptist Church of Orange Beach; 980-
1705.
• Gulf Shores Kiwanis Club: Palmer Din-
ing Room at Craft Farms; noon; new
members and guests always welcome;
251-981-9999.
• Kiwanis Club of Big Lagoon: 7:30
a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Activities
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Road,
Pensacola, 850-867-5873 or 901-734-
1066.
• Kiwanis Club of Foley: Noon on Tues-
days at Ryan's in Foley; 251-968-6288.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Al-Anon: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Ac-
tivities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

WED, APRIL 25
• Flora-Bama Possible Probables: 2 p.m.
‘til; (Sched. on pages 32-33), Flora-Bama,
Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Bingo: free; 1-4 p.m.; great

WHAT’S HAPPENING

GSES WELL REPRESENTED AT SPECIAL OLYMPICS: Gulf Shores Elementary School was represented well at the Special Olympics recently. The athletes and adults had such a great day in the sun cele-
brating all! Pictured: (top l to r) Jeremy Williams getting his 2nd place ribbon pinned on. Go Jeremy; Torch bearer Brodie Wright….way to represent GSES! Thank you to his grandmother, Paula Ward, for helping at the
Special Olympics; Cayden Baggett with Ms. Kathy Real for second place; Mrs. Laura Shoemaker, these kids’ teacher, and Del’Marcus Wilbanks  cheering on the Olympians; (below l to r)  Catie Sanders, Haley Sims, Claw-
son Diehl and Kaleigh Davis representing GSES 6th grade. Clawson earned second place in the 50 yard dash;  Mackenzie Fisher wins first place in the 25 yard assisted run; First and third place ribbons for Brianna Clarke.
She had a great time with Mrs. A’Kina Gandy; Gina Robinett is sporting her Special Olympic ribbons!

9th Annual Bama Coast Cruise April 27-28 at The Wharf
Get Ready Orange Beach! Bama Coast Cruise, the absolute finest in au-

tomotive customized, modified and restored vehicles is headed your way
April 27-28. Over 800 are expected to converge at The Wharf in Orange
Beach, for the most unique automotive event the Alabama Gulf Coast has
ever seen. For more info, visit BamaCoastCruise.com. Hours are Friday
from 9-5 and Saturday from 9-4. The event will wrap up with a police es-
corted parade of show cars leaving The Wharf and traveling east on
Canal, south on 161 and then west on Perdido Beach Blvd. down to the
State Park and back to The Wharf.
Bama Coast Cruise is an open show welcoming all makes and models of

specialty vehicles: customs, classics, street rods and hot rods, plus antique
and original vehicles.
“If it is special to you, it is special to us, come on out and cruise the Ala-

bama Gulf Coast,’’ said event producer Sonny McLean. In addition to over
800 vehicles, there will be vendors, a Swap Meet and entertainment.    
Internationally known pinstriper and Master of the Fine Line,  Von Hot

Rod will be returning to the event as a special guest. Hot Rod travels the
world demonstrating the fine art of Pinstriping. He will be at the show
throughout the event pinstriping cars and personal items for the public.

For more information on the most exciting automotive event on the Al-
abama Gulf Coast go to BamaCoastCruise.com.  There you will find in-
formation on registering your vehicle, being a vendor, being a sponsor or
just enjoying the event as a spectator.  Don't miss your chance to view the
most amazing vehicles ever seen on the Alabama Gulf Coast!
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prizes, family friendly; 17401 Perdido Key Dr., Per-
dido Key.
• Open Mic: 5:30; Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores.
• Albert Simpson & Adam Holt: 5; LuLu’s at Home-
port Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Frankie G. On Piano: 6:30; Franco’s Italian Restau-
rant; Orange Beach.
• John Brust: 6; The Lobby Bar at Perdido Beach Re-
sort; Orange Beach.
• Chris Bryant & Lee Yankie: noon; Poolside at Per-
dido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• John Lee Sanders: 6; Voyagers Restaurant at Per-
dido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Lisa Zanghi & Scott Koehn: 6:30; Flippers, Orange
Beach.
• Brent Burns: 5; Fin & Fork; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 6; American Legion Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• John Joiner & Friends: 7; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity
Point.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 8; Pappa Rocco’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 9; The Office, Foley.
• Big Beach Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big Beach
Brewery in Gulf Shores; all levels welcome.
• Magnolia Springs Garden Club: 10; 4th Wed. Oct -
May; Magnolia Springs Community Hall; guests &
new members are always welcome!
• Family Night Dinner & Activities: 5:45 p.m.; Saint
Andrew by the Sea, 17263 Fort Morgan Rd., Gulf
Shores; 678-361-2762.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.; all levels
welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis Center; corner of West
19th Ave. and West 2nd St.
• Veteran’s Bingo: 10 a.m. -2 p.m.; American Legion
Post 99, Foley.
• Grief Support Group: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (In-
nerarity Point) Pensacola; 850-492-2135
• Food Bank: 9-11 a.m every Wednesday, Perdido
Bay Baptist Church, 12600 Sorrento Rd. Pensacola;
call for eligiblity requirements at (850) 492-2604. 

• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Orange Beach
United Methodist Church Brook's Center.
• Food Ministry For Hungry Families: noon-1 p.m.;
Grace Lutheran Church, corner of West 23rd Ave.
and West 4th St. in Gulf Shores; 251-968-5991.
• Perdido Key Rotary Club: 7:30 a.m.; every Wednes-
day at Triggers. 850.492.8335.
• Storytime at Pensacola Southwest Branch Library:
free; infant to 5; 10:30-11; 12238 Old Gulf Beach
Hwy; (850)453-7780.
• Gulf Shores Lions Club: noon; 2nd & 4th Wednes-
day; noon; Gulf Shores Adult Activity Center, 300 E.
16th Avenue; 251-968-2823.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center,
13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,  (Innerarity Point) Pen-
sacola.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
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OBPD & family mark anniversary of Sgt. Travis Coleman’s death
Surrounded by Orange Beach police officers and friends Tuesday afternoon, Amber
Coleman placed a framed photo of her late husband Sgt. Travis Coleman on a wall
in a special hallway at the Orange Beach Police Department to mark the  one year
since Sgt. Coleman passed away after a medical emergency on March 27, 2017.
While looking up at the photo, 4-year-old John David Coleman was asked, “Who is
that?” He quickly replied, “Daddy,” and smiled. Many officers smiled and remem-
bered Sgt. Coleman on Tuesday. During the low-key ceremony, Sgt. Rodney Kirch-
harr told Amber they wanted to make sure she was part of the remembrance. “We
want to make sure that you know that y’all are always welcome here,” Sgt. Kirch-
harr said. “Anytime you need anything, we’re here for you. You’re still part of this
family.”
Lt. John Simonson began the ceremony by reading the Bible scripture, 1st Corinthi-

ans, Chapter 15. “I love this scripture because it talks about how death is not the
end,” Lt. Simonson said after the reading. “So often in our lives and so often in the
world, we lose, we hurt, we mourn and we forget that death is not the end. … We
have a photo we want to hang on the hallway that we’ll always be able to walk by
and alway be able to remember the impact that Travis had on our lives.”
Asst. Chief Steve Brown read comments penned by Chief Joe Fierro, who was out

of town on city business.
“Today, March 27th, 2018, marks one year since the passing of Sgt. Travis Coleman.

Travis epitomized service and protection to not only our community but to also his
fellow officers and employees. Anyone who knew Travis feels a lasting loss. Please
remember how Travis lived. He lived with a purpose and served others above him-
self. It wasn’t all about him. He was simply a great guy.”

“As you walk along this hallway where this photo will be posted,” Chief Fierro
wrote, “remember the sacrifice of so many in law enforcement. Remember that your
daily actions and words represent a proud tradition ... something greater than any
individual. Sgt. Coleman embodied these qualities. Today we remember Travis and
his service. Every day we must honor and emulate his example. I’ll leave each of
you with this question: How do you want to be remembered?”

The framed photo of Sgt. John Travis Coleman, a 13-year veteran of the Orange
Beach Police Department (2004-2017), now rests under the framed photos of Inves-
tigator Glenn Lewellen (1999-2011) and Lt. Joe Constantino (1996-2015). The hal-
lowed hallway also includes photos of all of the department’s past police chiefs as
well as those who retired from the OBPD force.
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Isbell, Stapleton, Arcade Fire headline July 14-15 Sloss Fest
Chris Stapleton, Arcade Fire (pictured), Jason Isbell and the 400

Unit, and GRiZ  will headline the July 14-15 Sloss Music & Arts
Festival in Birmingham. General Admission, Iron & VIP tickets
are now on sale, and prices will increase as allotments run out.
Tickets can be purchased through Ticketmaster and online at
SlossFest.com. Two day general admission tickets are $130. Iron
Passes are $230 (shade, AC); and VIP passes are $330. (shade, AC
& special viewing areas). One day passes with same options: $75,
$130, $195.
Saturday, July 14
Arcade Fire; Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit; Vance Joy; Moon Taxi;
Vic Mensa; LANY; Jai Wolf; Quinn XCII; Big Freedia; White
Reaper; Waxahatchee; Matt Maeson; *repeat repeat; Flagship;
Walden; Joel Madison Blount; Arlie; Love Moor; Lady Legs; Cap-
tain Kudzu; Dead Fingers.
Sunday, July 15
Chris Stapleton; GRiZ; St. Paul & The Broken Bones; The War
On Drugs; Louis The Child; Rainbow Kitten Surprise; Margo
Price; Hippie Sabotage; PVRIS; Nikki Lane; Spencer Lee Band;
Morgan Saint; Brent Cobb; Morning Teleportation; Patrick
Droney; Super Doppler; The Brummies; Taylor Hunnicutt; Will

AROUND TOWN

SAVE UNDERDOGS FUNDRAISER: Lyn and Bruce Gentry were the winners
of Save Underdogs 2nd Cooler Full of Booze fundraiser held at the Perdido Key
Sports Bar on Friday, March 16.  Volunteers sold all 1,000 tickets making the
fundraiser a great success. Over 5,000 dogs have been rescued, rehabilitated and
rehomed since the group formed in 2004. Save Underdogs rescues sick, injured,
abused and neglected dogs of all breeds, all sizes and all ages. The majority of their
work is serving those that others have cast out. Save Underdogs is a 100% volun-
teer/foster based rescue that depends fully on fund raising and donations.” For more
info, visit saveunderdogs.com or Facebook @UnderDogsRescue. Pictured: Save Un-
derdogs volunteers on the evening of the drawing. And winners Bruce and Lyn Gen-
try with Cat McCreery, Judy Davis, Teri Bondi, founder and operator of Save
Underdogs and her husband Ben Bondi. 

June 23 Golf tourney fundraiser
for GSUMC Choir trip to NYC
By Louise Hawley

A fun-filled golf tournament fund
raiser will be held Saturday June 23
at Craft Farms Golf Resort with a 4-
person scramble and an 8:15 shotgun
start. Cost is $100 per player and in-
cludes lunch and 1 mulligan. Proceeds
from the event will provide support or
the Gulf Shores United Methodist
Church chancel choir to perform in
November at Carnegie Hall in New
York City.
Hole-in-one sponsorship is by South-

ern Chevrolet and additional prizes
and a raffle.   Additional information
and registration may be made by con-
tacting Chairperson Marsha Guyer at
251-978-6571.  Checks should be
made payable to Gulf Shores United
Methodist Church with golf event on
the memo line. Registration deadline
is Wednesday June 20.  For further
details, please visit the GSUMC web-
site at gulfshoresumc.org or contact
the church office at 251-968-2411.

Pictured: Cody Johnson (l), GSUMC
Worship Arts Director with Marsha
Guyer, Chairperson for the June 23
fund raiser golf tournament to help
send members of the GSUMC chancel
choir to perform at Carnegie Hall in
New York City in November.  

Weeks Bay Foundation
Bald Eagle Bash April 21
The Weeks Bay Foundation presents

its Bald Eagle Bash - Party for Preser-
vation on Saturday, April 21 from 4 - 7
p.m. at Tonsmeire/Weeks Bay Re-
source Center, located on Highway 98
under the Fish River Bridge overlook-
ing Weeks Bay. Tickets are $45 in ad-
vance or $50 at the gate. Visit
baldeaglebash.com or call 251-990-
5004 for more info. This year’s musi-
cal entertainment is Johnny Hayes &
The Loveseats. Entry is free for chil-
dren 10 and under. Free parking is
available at the Weeks Bay Reserve
Safe Harbor site, with BRATS shut-
tles providing transportation to the
event. Beverages are included in the
price of admission.

Tickets are available at BaldEagle-
Bash, Page and Palette in Fairhope,
Serda’s Coffee in Daphne and Mobile,
Red Beard’s Outfitter, and Serda
Brewing in Mobile. Advance tickets
are also being sold at the Weeks Bay
Reserve Visitors Center and Weeks
Bay Foundation office until 2 p.m. on
April 21.
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Doc Johnson Band to play April 14 opening of Fairhope Legion Tiki Bar
Post Commander Randy Lee is promising perfect weather for the
seasonal grand opening of the American Legion Post 199 Tiki Bar
on Saturday, April 14.
“Fingers crossed for a weather forecast that will be amazing that

Saturday,’’ Commander Randy said. “Hope to see you there!’’
The tiki bar, which sits directly on the beach under the spectac-

ular Fairhope Bluffs, will open at noon, and food will be available.
The Doc Johnson Band will play on the beach big stage from 4
p.m. ‘til sunset. American Legion Post 199 is located at 700 S Mo-
bile St. in Fairhope. For more info, call 251-928-9132.
Pictured: Doc Johnson’s 2016 release, Alligator Man, earned rave
revues and top ratings on Independent Record sites and he was
just featured on the cover of a popular webzine based in South
Africa. A Robertsdale native, Johnson came by his musical chops
naturally.  He can’t remember when music was not a part of fam-
ily life, and he often accompanied his dad,  Leon Johnson, to re-
hearsals at Jerry & Wayne’s in Gulf Shores, the iconic Gulf Shores
bistro that was blown away during 1979’s Hurricane Frederic.
The Doc Johnson Band stays busy locally playing about once a
month. The band sprinkles in originals among covers. Their goal
each night is to keep the dance floor crowded with a “swampy’’
sound that mixes country, blues and rock. Doc agrees with the old
axiom that the only two kinds of music are good and bad. “I can’t
get away from country because that’s who I am, but I really dig
the blues,” he said. “Even on our album, we are all over the place.
We like to have a good time.’’
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AROUND TOWN

South Baldwin Chamber Foundation Awards Students Funding to Launch Startups 
On Wednesday, March 21 at 6:00 pm student entrepreneurs took to the stage to present their business plans before a panel of

local business leaders and a public audience. The students were dressed as young professionals, and really wowed the crowd!
During the South Baldwin Chamber Foundation’s 6th annual YEA! Investor Panel Event, six students in grades 6 through 12 rep-
resenting three businesses had six minutes to pitch their business plans. Based on the appeal and merit of the students’ plans
and presentations, prominent local members of the business community determined the amount of funds to allocate to each busi-
ness. The students and businesses awarded were: Mason Adams, Man Addictions Hunting Supply; Trinity Andrews, CEO of
Truetrin Unique Hair & Accessories; and NJ Brown, CEO of End In Mind Entertainment Brenna Shaeffer, CEO of Sweet Dreams
Cupcakes; Zion Shoots, CEO of MVM Musical Vending Machine; and Millie Snow, CEO of Tie It Up! Hair Ties. The participating
investors also selected one business group: Millie Snow, Tie It Up! Hair Ties for an additional prize. Snow will advance to the Young
Entrepreneurs Academy Saunders Scholars National College Scholarship competition in Rochester, NY where she will compete
for thousands of dollars in college scholarships. Millie is in the 6th grade at Gulf Shores Elementary. She started her business in
the 3rd grade and sells unique, fashionable hair ties at boutiques and in vending machines in shops along Alabama's Gulf Coast.
This year's runner up is Mason Adams, CEO of Man Addictions Hunting Supplies. Mason sells hunting supplies online and de-
signs and outfits his own dog leads and leashes and sells apparel.  
Every student walked away with a new business, money to get started, and business connections to help them on their way! We

cannot wait to see what the future holds for these talented young adults! Be looking for their businesses cropping up along Bald-
win County! Special thanks to presenting sponsors: Ascend Performance Materials and Riviera Utilities and members of the In-
vestor Panel which included: Craig Saget, Ascend Performance Materials; Sarah Kuzma, Meyer Vacation Rentals; Tommy Lee,
Vulcan, Inc.; Luanne McCarley, Global Marketing Solutions; Braswell McMeans, Pleasure Island Paradise; and Frances Holk-
Jones, Frances Holk Insurance. Co./State Farm.

GSES ARBOR DAY POSTER WINNERS: Gulf Shores Elementary School
runner-ups and winners of the City of Gulf Shores Arbor Day Poster Contest Win-
ners (l to r): Sofiia Sobol, Brea Byron, Carleigh Jurkiewicz (City of Gulf Shores Win-
ner and 2nd Place for the State of Alabama), and Claire Colvin with Beautification
Board Members (back row l to r) Mary Wayne Gilmore and Marlene Johnt.

SOUTH BALDWIN WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN CONNECTION: From left,
Elizabeth Connelly, Miriam Gebhart, Kim Jenkins, Karen Rhea White and Jean Ann
Campbell participated in the recent South Baldwin Christian Women's Connection.
The South Baldwin Christian Women's Connection meets monthly in Foley at the
Gift Horse Restaurant for a buffet luncheon.  This month's "April Showers" program
will begin at 11am on April 12, and feature Kati Weis, our local Fox 10 Multi-Media
Journalist.  Guest speaker Susan Werthem will present "Life is an Omelet."  Cost of
the luncheon is $10 per person. No membership or dues are required. Info: 251-943-
7142.

April’s Southern Coast Cup
put Foley on national stage
Foley Sports Tourism (FST) is now

a stop for high school soccer teams
looking to capture the High School
Cup. One way for teams to earn the
cup was a strong showing in the re-
cent Southern Coast Cup Presented
by Adidas, held in Foley April 5 - 8.   
Tournament Co-Directors Van

Harper and Zach Schrandt fashioned
the tournament after their highly
successful Smoky Mountain Cup
which takes place annually in Ten-
nessee. 
The duo registered 79 boys and

girls teams registered from states
across the nation, including Ala-
bama, Delaware, Georgia, Missouri,
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, and their home state of
Tennessee. This gave high school
teams the chance to compete against
opponents they would not normally
see. It also helps them get closer to
capturing the High School Cup. 
“We chose Foley for a number of

reasons,” Harper said. “From our
first meeting, the staff has been in-
credible and facilities are top notch.” 
“The location is within close prox-

imity to all of our participating
schools and it allows us to offer two
options to teams for spring break -
either mountains or the beach.”
Foley Sports Tourism Deputy Direc-
tor Don Dukemineer said this tour-
nament further spotlights Foley on a
national stage. 
“They may come for the soccer and

return for vacation down the road,”
he added.

Gene Stallings to speak at Sept. 6 United Way kick-off luncheon
The 2018 United Way of Baldwin County Campaign Kick-Off

Luncheon will feature legendary football coach Gene Stallings.
The event will be held on Thursday, September 6 at the Daphne
Civic Center. The VIP meet and greet is at 11 a.m., and the lunch-
eon follows at 11:30 a.m. Stallings’ 1992 Alabama team completed
a 13–0 season with a win in the Sugar Bowl over Miami and was
named the consensus national champion. Sponsorship tables and
individual tickets are still available but going fast. Call 251-943-
2110 or visit unitedway-bc.org for more info.



Alabama red snapper season set for weekends June 1 thru Sept. 2
The bag limit will remain two per person with a 16-inch minimum length

The National Marine Fisheries Service has granted Alabama’s request
for an Exempted Fishing Permit, thereby allowing the state of Alabama
to manage the recreational red snapper fishing dates for 2018 and 2019.
“I am very pleased that the U.S. Department of Commerce, through the

National Marine Fisheries Service, has granted Alabama an Exempted
Fishing Permit for the next two red snapper seasons,” Governor Kay Ivey
commented. “Following the directives from President Trump to cut down
on federal regulations, this decision empowers Alabama to manage our
resources instead of bureaucrats in Washington. Due to this exemption, I
have instructed the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources to set the 2018 season to 47 days. This season will allow recre-
ational anglers five more days to fish for red snapper compared to last
year. I am proud we have been able to expand the red snapper season,
which is a critical part of Alabama’s recreation and tourism industry.” 

Alabama and federal waters will be open for red snapper fishing every
Friday, Saturday and Sunday from June 1 through September 2.  Red
snapper landings will also be allowed July 2-5 and Labor Day. The bag
limit will remain two per person with a 16-inch minimum length.
The Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs) were made possible through lan-
guage authored by U.S. Senator Richard Shelby in the FY2017 Commerce,
Justice, and Science Appropriations bill that directed the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine
Fisheries Service to develop the fishery management pilot program al-
lowing states to direct reef fish management activities.
“The red snapper fishery means so much to the coastal culture and econ-

omy of Alabama,” Governor Ivey added. “I appreciate the work of Senator
Shelby and Congressman Byrne on this vital issue. The entire state of Al-
abama is also indebted to Conservation and Natural Resources Commis-
sioner Chris Blankenship, as this exemption would not have happened
without his leadership and his tireless advocacy for Alabama. I am proud
of the work Commissioner Blankenship is doing, and I am honored to
have him as a part of my cabinet.”
“The red snapper management granted by the EFP will allow Alabama

to use the information from the Alabama Snapper Check Program, as well
as the terabytes of fisheries data we have collected on the red snapper
population in the Alabama Artificial Reef Zones, to show we can sustain-
ably manage this fishery,” said Chris Blankenship, Commissioner of the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. “I would like to
thank Marine Resources Division Director Scott Bannon and Chief Biol-
ogist Kevin Anson for shepherding the permit request through the regu-
latory process.”
The federal charter season for red snapper is not included in Alabama’s

new permit and is expected to be announced by NOAA Fisheries some-
time in April 2018.  The federal charter season for red snapper is expected
to be longer than the federal charter season in 2017.

Fishermen are reminded that they are still required to report their red
snapper harvest through the Alabama Snapper Check Program.  The data
collected through the Alabama Snapper Check Program the past four
years was critical in securing the additional red snapper fishing days.
Only one report is required per vessel trip, and anglers can provide details
via a smartphone app available under “Outdoor Alabama” in the iTunes
or Google Play app stores; online at www.outdooralabama.com; or by
paper forms available at select coastal public boat launches.
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AROUND TOWN

By Fran Thompson
Team River Runner South Alabama, a local

chapter of a national organization that sponsors
programs for wounded and disabled veterans to
participate in adaptive paddling programs, will
host the first ever Gulf Coast Blind Veterans
Clinic April 19-23 in Gulf Shores. 
Five visually impaired vets will receive indi-

vidual hands-on kayak training from fellow vet-
erans serving as instructors while exploring
Little Lagoon, Perdido Pass and The Upper Ten-
saw Delta, according to coordinator Tonya But-
ler.
The group, which includes vets coming in from

Ft. Walton, Pensacola and North Carolina, will
stay together on the West Beach and share
meals. Most of their time will be spent on the
water, but other activities will include a blind
mullet toss that will also have blindfolded par-
ticipants on the receiving end.

“During the first half of day of training, we
will all get synced up and used to working with
each other,’’ Butler said. “We will be working off
of voice command. Most of these guys and the
instructors, who are also vets, have never done
this before. A lot of work goes into it. 
“For a lot of these guys, there is a lot more

going on than just visual disabilities,’’ she
added.
“The whole weekend is about teaching them

and enabling them to do some of this stuff on
their own. In addition to learning kayaking
skills, they are learning coping skills. So, when
they go back, they can go back better.’’
Butler said planning for the weekend started

seven months ago.
And she was serious about the leisure activity

that sounds more like “hit the blindfolded per-
son in the face with a fish.’’
Here is how the game competition works. All

active participants are either blind or blind-
folded. The mullet tosser has a coach to point
out distance and direction. The mullet catchers

are on their own.
The Mullet Wrapper, seeing the natural tie-in,

has already agreed to a fish sponsorship.
“Trust me, it is a lot of fun,’’ Butler said, adding
that in would be a great way of integrating the
Pleasure Island community with the event.
Although Team River Runner has partnered

veteran instructors with  visually impaired vet-
erans in Montana and Key Largo, this gather-
ing is a perfect fit for Baldwin County and its
abundant kayaking trails.

“We have 150,000 documented disabled veter-
ans on the Gulf Coast,’’ Butler said. “And we do
not discriminate against era of service.’’

Team River Runner has been introducing vet-
erans and their families to the healing power of
paddle sports since 2004 and locally for the past
three years. Its mission is to provide all veter-
ans and their families an opportunity to find
health, healing, community purpose, and new
challenges through adventure and adaptive
paddle sports. To that end, TRR provides an
outlet to fulfill these beliefs by inviting disabled
vets and their families to participate in its ac-
tivities free of charge.
Pictured: Participants in a past Team River

Runner South Alabama event.

Team River Runner South Alabama here April 19-23 to train visually impaired vets to kayak
Health & heeling through paddlesports (helping our wounded veterans) is motto for national organization

ANNIE NOLAN EARNS ISLAND SPIRIT AWARD: The Coastal Alabama Business Chamber recently presented its Is-
land Spirit Award for March to Annie Nolan. Megan Smith, VP of Business Development for the Coastal Alabama Business Cham-
ber, cited Nolan' dedication to the Coastal Alabama area. The person who nominated Ms. Nolan had this to say about her, "Annie
singlehandedly assembled over 300 gift bags for Christmas for children in the DHR system. She acquired the monetary and mer-
chandise donations on her own and assembled the gift bags at home. She even got the breakdown of sex and ages of the children
so that she could make them personalized for each child." 



“Clouds obscured the sunset tonight but that's part of the fun!
Never know what you'll see,’’ writes Cathy Deal of Innerarity
Point. 

Courtney Gibb shares sun-
rise from Bear Point and
steam rising off Intracoastal.
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PICTURES OF THE WEEK

Carol Osterman Ironwood of Michigan shares vacation memories.

“Morning dew drips’’ from
Courtney Gibb.

“Sunrise was coming up over Pensacola Beach from my viewpoint on Johnson Beach. Trees in the
background are at  Ft. Pickens & the buildings are Pensacola Beach condos. They look like they're
floating in the Gulf,’’ writes Cathy Deal of Innerarity Point.

“Ethan and the heron,’’ writes Elizabeth Kelly from Hibbing, MN.

“Is this edible?’’ asks Sherry
Byrd.

Melissa Kitchens “caught
this gator being lazy” while
bicycling with her son.’’

Renee Wesson shares shots
from the beach.
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By David Rainer
Al. Dept. of Conser. & Nat. Resources
Those who wonder why anglers off

Alabama catch more than 30 per-
cent of the red snapper in the Gulf
of Mexico despite having only 53
miles of coastline should have at-
tended the Red Snapper Conference
in Mobile last week.
The key to Alabama’s phenomenal

red snapper fishing is the more
than 1,000 square miles just off the
coast that are designated artificial
reef zones.
During the

day-long con-
ference, nu-
merous
scientists and
fisheries biolo-
gists discussed
reef fish man-
agement, habi-
tat
requirements,
red snapper
and triggerfish
recruitment
and growth.
All those components are tied to Al-
abama’s reef zones.
Craig Newton, Alabama Marine

Resources Division’s Artificial Reefs
Program Coordinator, provided
those in attendance a comprehen-
sive look at the state’s artificial
reefs program, from its unofficial
start to today’s highly regulated de-
ployment protocols.
Alabama Department of Conserva-

tion and Natural Resources Com-
missioner Chris Blankenship,
formerly the Marine Resources Di-
rector, said Alabama has the largest
artificial reef system in the country
and has created noticeable improve-
ments in the fishery.
“I went to work on a charter boat

when I was 14 years old,” Blanken-
ship said. “If we caught a red snap-
per that weighed 5 pounds, that was
a big red snapper. If you caught one
that weighed 10 pounds, you took a
picture with it. If you caught one
that weighed 20 pounds, your pic-
ture ended up in the paper and in
the red snapper fishing hall of fame.
That was a big fish.”

A massive reef-building program
occurred after that, and anglers
continue to enjoy the results of the
widespread habitat enhancements.
“We build reefs with money from

CIAP (Coastal Impact Assistance
Program), Sport Fish Restoration
and other sources,” Blankenship
said. “Over the last few years, we’ve
gotten money from the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation from
the Deepwater Horizon criminal
fines, and we’ve built several hun-
dred reefs with that money. We’ve
created seven new reef zones within

our 9-mile
state waters
boundary.
We’ve built
more than 30
inshore reefs.
So, reef-build-
ing has been,
and continues
to be, ex-
tremely impor-
tant to our
state. Because
of that, we

have such a great red snapper fish-
ery.”
Blankenship pointed out the ex-

tensive research being done in the
Alabama reef zones by the Univer-
sity of South Alabama (USA),
Dauphin Island Sea Lab and
Auburn University.
“Dr. (Bob) Shipp is here today,”

Blankenship said of the professor
emeritus at USA’s Marine Sciences
Department. “He was doing red
snapper science before reef-fish re-
search was in vogue. We’re blessed
to have such great academics in the
state to do this work.
“We’ve spent a lot of money and

emphasis on red snapper research.
We want not only to show we have
the largest artificial reef system in
the country. We also want to show
how those reefs produce such a
great fishery here in our state. Like
I said, I remember what it was like
to go out and catch small fish, a few
fish. Now you can’t wet a hook with-
out catching red snapper, big red
snapper. The average weight of
snapper in the charter fleet now is

about 10 pounds. Having a robust
reef fishery is extremely important
to the economy of the state.”
Newton said the artificial reef

story off Alabama started in 1953
when 200 car bodies were cabled to-
gether and deployed in two seg-
ments by the Orange Beach and
Dauphin Island fishing communi-
ties. In 1961, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers designated the “Snapper
Banks” as the first artificial reef
zones off Alabama.
The first deployment by the Con-

servation Department occurred
when five 415-foot Liberty ships,
known as the Ghost Fleet in the
Mobile-Tensaw Delta, were hauled
offshore and sunk in 1974.
The Marine Resources Division

(MRD) strategy then changed to
creating artificial reef zones instead
of individual reef sites. The Corps
permitted the first reef zone of 364
square miles in 1978. This is the
first area where individuals could
deploy MRD-approved reef mate-
rial.
“What’s unique about this is these

privately deployed reefs remain un-
published,” Newton said. 
The Hugh Swingle reef zone of 86

square miles followed before an-
other expansion occurred in 1989
with another 245-square-mile reef
zone. In a program called Reef-Ex,
100 M60 decommissioned battle
tanks were thoroughly cleaned and
deployed in the Gulf for reefs in
1993. The Corps granted another
expansion in 1997 with a permit for
336 square miles for reef zones.
MRD teamed with the Orange
Beach Fishing Association on the
Red Snapper World Championship
from 2004 through 2007 to deploy
about 1,000 artificial reefs.
Since then, the focus has moved to

nearshore with a 1.6-square-mile
zone permitted just inside the 3-
mile state boundary.
The latest artificial reef zones

were permitted last year. A total of
30 square miles inside the 9-mile
boundary for reef fish management
was approved after an arduous per-
mitting process.
Newton said acquiring a permit for

reef zones from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers has grown increasingly
more complex through the years.
“Historically, it was relatively easy

to get a permit,” he said. “You out-
lined the size and goals of the reefs.
Several months later you got a per-
mit. Quite a few things have
changed since then.”
Now a reef zone permit application

must go to the Corps of Engineers
and ADEM (Alabama Department
of Environmental Management) for
consideration. The application must
include detailed construction tech-
niques and methods as well as de-
fined boundaries. A 30-day public
comment period required by the
Corps is followed by an additional
15-day comment period for ADEM.

Because these are federally au-
thorized permits, they also fall
under the National Historical
Preservation Act, which is the
costliest factor in the permitting
process.
“We’re required to have a marine

archeologist in all aspects of per-
forming a Phase 1 archeological sur-
vey,” Newton said. “We have to use
multiple remote sensing techniques.
We have to use side-scan sonar, a
magnetometer and a sub-bottom
profiler to identify not only archeo-
logical resources exposed on the sea
bed, but those below the sea bed as
well.
“We also have to prove the project

doesn’t harm threatened or endan-
gered species or compromise the
critical habitat. The entire permit-
ting process now takes from 20 to
42 months.”
The material allowed for reef de-

ployment has changed significantly
over the years as well. White appli-
ances, like washing machines and
refrigerators, are no longer used be-
cause they do not provide long-term
stable structures. Vehicles and any-
thing fiberglass are also banned.
Now, material made of concrete,
steel and natural rock are allowed.
Chicken transport devices are used
as well as concrete pyramids and
other structures constructed specifi-
cally to provide the best habitat for
reef fish.
The Rigs to Reefs program takes

advantage of the federal “Idle Iron”
regulations, which require oil and
gas structures to be removed within
five years of the last date of produc-
tion. The reef program takes obso-
lete petroleum platforms and uses
the structures for reefs.
“We have a diverse assemblage of

reef types in our reef zones,” New-
ton said. “We have 1,282 reefs de-
ployed by the state that are
published in our reef program.
What makes our reef zones unique
is we have the permitted authoriza-
tion to authorize the public to build
their own reefs and the locations re-
main unpublished.
“We estimate there are more than

10,000 reefs off the shore of Ala-
bama. About 12 percent of those
structures are public reefs.”

Newton said about 42 percent of
the reef structures are in the zones
that have depths from 60 to 120
feet. About 28 percent of the reefs
are in depths of 120 to 180 feet.
Only 4 percent are deeper than 180
feet.
“What’s really important, you look

at relative contribution of these ar-
tificial structures in deeper water,”
he said. “We have very little natural
bottom, natural rock, offshore of Al-
abama. The natural reefs we do
have occur in these deeper waters.
This aligns with our goals of avoid-
ing natural reefs when we are de-
ploying artificial reefs.”
Newton said a downward trend in

reef deployment by the public coin-
cides with the reduction in the pub-
lic’s access to the fishery with the
shorter and shorter seasons.
“From the mid 90s to the mid

2000s, we permitted about 1,000
reefs per year,” he said. “Now we’re
permitting a fraction of that.”
When Marine Resources developed

a model to look at the future of the
reef system off Alabama, it provided
a stark reality.
“What we see is the existing reefs

are not going to last forever,” New-
ton said. “The usable life is about 10
years for regular structures, about
30 for the concrete pyramids. The
model shows a steady decline of
available habitat into the future.
That is why it is imperative that we
continue to build reefs on an ongo-
ing basis.”
However, significant progress has

been made recently in ending the
extremely short federal red snapper
seasons. If NOAA Fisheries ap-
proves an Exempted Fishing Permit
(EFP) for the 2018 season, Alabama
will receive just under one million
pounds of red snapper allocation for
a potential 47-day snapper season,
which could be the catalyst to re-
verse the downward trend in pri-
vate reef deployment. Marine
Resources will host meetings in late
April and early May to answer
questions from the public if the EFP
is approved.

Pictured: Artificial reefs, like this pyra-
mid, attract a variety of reef fish the
large pyramids to build a variety of reefs.
(Craig Newton, David Rainer) 

Alabama leads way with artificial reef program

The key to Alabama’s phe-
nomenal red snapper fish-
ing is the more than 1,000
square miles just off the
coast that are designated

artificial reef zones.



Melissa Kitchens shares picture from Big Lagoon State Park.
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Courtney Faine with three new friends at Gulf State Park Pier.

Email your shots to mulletwrapper@gulftel.com

PICTURES OF THE WEEK

Sunset in OB by Danny Earl.

Diane Cooney of Gulf Shores
shares a “critter.

“Accompanied by lots of anglers on this beautiful Saturday morn-
ing,’’ writes Cathy Deal of Innerarity Point about this Johnson
Beach sunrise.From Dennis Whitney.

Stephen Reynolds shares a picture of his brother George enjoying
a little surf fishing at sundown.

“My son reed and I ended our walk with this sunset,’’ writes
Melissa Kitchens.

Advertising Info: mulletwrapper.com
850-492-5221 • 251-968-5683
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Registration is still open for the April 20-22
Awakened Life Yoga Festival, a 3-day gathering
along the shores of Lake Shelby at Gulf State
Park featuring yoga, meditation, music, paddle
boarding, vendors and a plethora of educational
workshops.

The 3rd annual event is the brainchild of local
yoga instructor Jen Hammonds of Roots To Well-
ness Inc. as a way to bring lo-
cals together with visitors to
connect with like minded oth-
ers. Registrations have already
been received from Atlanta,
the Florida Panhandle, Ten-
nessee and Louisiana.
“Yoga is more than physical

poses,’’ Hammonds said. “It’s
singing and dancing. It’s being
in nature. It’s about making
connections and relaxing. We
want to incorporate all of its
elements and practices.’’
Presenters include fitness motivators, yoga

teachers, artists, life coaches and spiritual coun-
selors. Many presenters come just for the joy that
is sharing knowledge with others.
“Service is part of yoga too,’’ Hammonds said.

“And it’s life enhancing getting to be around and
getting  to know all these good people that show

up.’’
In just three years, Hammonds has created an

event with an atmosphere of community and com-
passion in one of the most peaceful and beautiful
settings on the Gulf Coast. And she has added to
that intimacy among participants this year by
scheduling all festival activities on the Lake
Shelby side of the park (see schedule - page 61).

She expects at least 200 peo-
ple to attend and she has
added additional sponsors that
share in her concept that com-
munity service and sustain-
ability add to everybody’s
quality of life.
There are a variety of price

package options available on
the event website. For more
sponsorship or event informa-
tion, visit AwakenedLifeYo-
gaFestival.com or call
Hammonds at 251-752-8790.

Eventually, Hammonds would like to see her fes-
tival grow to about 400 participants and include
an Americana music festival. But she also be-
lieves  the fest is already on firm ground.
“We are a good bunch of happy people that just

want to hug everybody and be nice,’’ Hammonds
said.

Awakened Life Yoga Retreat April 20-22 at Gulf State Park
A space for renewal, music, play, singing, dancing & contemplation 

The festival’s aim
is to ignite your

spirit and invigorate
your soul
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AWAKENED LIFE YOGA RETREAT

“Thank you to the energy that brought us all to this
place. Thank you for showing up. Thank you being. May

all beings be free and awaken!”
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 Friday 4/20
3:00pm - 4:30pm: Chakra Yoga Motion w/Rebecca Washburn and Jen Hammonds
5:00pm - 6:00pm: Vinyasa and The Vayus  
6:15pm - 7:00pm: Fire Ceremony w/ Tracey Owens
7:30m  - 8:30pm: Body Mapping w/ Mantra W/Igor Iwanek
8:45pm - Until: Sacred Circle, Songs & Stories w/ Rebecca Sathre,

Jen Hammonds, Carmen Prince and Tracey Owens

Saturday 4/21
6:30am - 7:00am: Sunrise Meditation and Gayatri Mantra w/ Jen Hammonds
7:30am - 8:45am: Be Courageous You! w/ Kristin O'Connell &Jamie Robertson
9:00am - 10:30am: Stages of Spiritual Awakening w/ Tracey Owens
11:00am - 1:00pm: Acro Yoga w/ Chris Amador and Becky Sathre
1:30pm - 2:30pm: Buti Yoga w/ Amber Warner
3:00pm - 4:00pm: Find Your True north w/ Jennifer Guthrie
4:30pm - 5:30pm: Creative Visualization w/Rebecca Washburn (By Fire Pits)
6:00pm – 8:00pm: Bhakti Caravan in Concert  w/ Michelle Baker
8:15pm - 9:15pm: Teachings on Direct Pointing w/ Jason Kolano (By Fire Pits)
9:15pm - Until: Fireside Songs

Sunday 4/22
6:30am - 7;00am: Morning Meditation and Gayatri Mantra w/ Jen Hammonds 
7:00am - 8:00am: The Art of Letting Go With Qigong w/Adwiti 
8:15am - 9:15am: Rise & Restore  w/Kathy Keane;

Thai yoga pose assists from Jen, Jacki and Sara
9:30 am -10:30am: Belly Dancing w/ Erin Hudson
11;00pm - 1:30pm: Ayurveda Workshop w/ Michelle Baker
2;00pm - 3:30pm: Awake Your Soul Rasa Yoga Flow w/ Becky Sathre
3:45pm - 5:00pm: Partner Yoga w/ Chassidy and Rocky
5:00pm - 5:30pm: Closing Ceremony w/Jen and Tracey

Art of Letting Go w. Qigong
Journey inward with Adwiti Subba Haffner

during this one hour Qigong class to find a
place within you that is sacred. Immerse
yourself into profound silence, where layers
of fear and doubt drop away with slow flow-
ing movements and rhythmic breathing that
open the channels of higher consciousness
bringing balance, healing and calm into your
reality. Allow yourself to let go, cultivate your
“chi” (energy) and return home to your “true
nature.”
Adwiti is a yoga/meditation/Qigong teacher,

Himalayan Bowl Sound therapist and an
award winning poet. Originally from Darjee-
ling, India, she is the epitome of east meets
west. Adwiti is passionate about sharing the
knowledge and experience that she has accu-
mulated over the years from authentic Indian
gurus, zen masters and contemporary
philosophers. Her enthusiasm, passion and
joie de vi·vre is contagious. She has almost
two decades of experience teaching and shar-
ing different forms and techniques of medita-
tion and healing modalities to people all over
the world. She will help you access happiness,
joy, peace and unconditional love through
your own heart. (alivewithadwiti.com).

Find Your True North w/ Jennifer Guthrie
Jennifer Guthrie will be teaching Find Your

True North. This is Jennifer's passion to
share! Learn how to pause to check in
throughout your practice and ask yourself if
you are in alignment with your truth. How
are you being in this pose and is it how you
would like to be? The class will forcus on how
to align your practice physically, mentally
and spiritually through learning alignment
of the yoga poses using your body and your
breath like a compass.

Spiritual Awakening Stages w. Tracey Owens
Stages of a Spiritual Awakening; What

Stage are you? That question is the core of a
session led by Tracey Owens. The 90 minute
workshop we’ll focus on understanding the
various levels/stages of a spiritual awakening
and discuss some steps to release our pain
body during the awakening process. 
“When it comes to awakening spiritually, as

is the case with most intentions to transform
our lives, it is almost impossible to fully de-
scribe what it means to awaken with words,’’
Tracey said. “Because spiritual experiences
are, according to their very nature not logical,
or confined by the limitations of language.
Much of what transpires as you spiritually
awaken cannot be seen, or accurately de-
scribed, but rather can only be felt, lived
through, witnessed and experienced. Some-
times it can feel overwhelming, be seen as
painful or even done from a place of resist-
ance and struggle. Together, we will discuss
ways of navigating these challenges and
move toward seeing the gift in each experi-
ence!” 

Buti Yoga w. Amber Warner
Amber Warner is back this year and ready to

teach the empowering practice of Buti Yoga, a
high-intensity practice that transforms the
body from the inside out. This calorie-scorch-
ing workout fuses power yoga with cardio-in-
tensive tribal dance and body sculpting
primal movement. Fueled by an exciting and
varied mix of music, Buti Yoga is designed to
get your energy flowing and you sweating
with intention on your mat! Buti transforms
body and soul leaving you feeling empowered,
energized and dripping with sweat. (Apostro-
phe Photo)

Rise & Restore w. Kathy Keane
Kathy Keane leads Rise & Restore, an en-

ergy awakening Kundalini class at Awakened
Life Yoga Festival. Kathy has been inspiring
yogis in Gulf Shores for 30 years, and her
kind and serene spirit is a refreshing delight.
Kundalini yoga clears the nerve channels to
awaken the kundalini energy at the base of
the spine through uniting prana and apana.
The Kundalini practice consists of mantra,
pranayama and warm ups, kriya, savasana
and meditation. (Apostrophe Photo)

Creative Visualization w. Rebecca Washburn
Awakened Life Yoga Festival welcomes back

Rebecca Washburn and her Creative Visuali-
zation workshop. Discover the true power
that your imagination holds for you! This
workshop will highlight ideas, tools and tech-
niques to help you create positive changes in
your life by using principles of energy and
your natural creative imagination. Join Re-
becca in discussion, practice of techniques
and meditation as you co-create your life in a
more conscious way.

AWAKENED LIFE YOGA RETREAT SCHEDULE
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A young pastor was sitting in a
restaurant eating lunch. He opened
a letter he’d just received that
morning from his mom. As he
opened it a twenty-dollar bill fell
out.
He thought to himself, "Thanks,

Mom, I sure needed that right now."
As he finished his meal, he noticed

a beggar outside on the sidewalk
leaning against the light post.
Thinking that the poor man could
probably use the twenty dollars
more than he, he crossed out the
names on the envelope and wrote
across the top in large letters, PER-
SEVERE! 
So as not to make a scene, he put

the envelope under his arm and
dropped it as he walked past the
man. The man picked it up and read
the message and smiled. The next
day, as the pastor enjoyed his meal,
the same man tapped him on the
shoulder and handed him a big wad
of bills. Surprised, the young pastor
asked him what that was for.
The man replied, “This is your half

of the winnings. 'Persevere' came in
first in the fourth race at the track
yesterday and paid thirty to one.”

••••••••••
Doctor: Are you still taking the

cough medicine I gave you?
Patient: No, I tasted it and decided

I'd rather have the cough.
••••••••••

The teenage patient’s mother was
concerned. “He must have a temper-
ature,” she said. “He hasn’t taken
our motorcycle out all day.”
“Let me ask you,” the doctor said.

“Do you have a thermometer?”
“No,” she said. “A Kawasaki.”

••••••••••
I told my friend that my wife and I

had a huge argument and she left
for the Caribbean.
"Jamaica?" he asked. 
"No," I replied, "she went of her

own accord."

••••••••••
Golfer: "I think I'm going to drown
myself in the lake." 
Caddy: "Think you can keep your
head down that long?" 

••••••••••
Golfer: "I'd move heaven and earth
to break 100 on this course." 
Caddy: "Try heaven, you've already
moved most of the earth." 

••••••••••
Golfer: "Do you think I can get
there with a 5 iron?" 
Caddy: "Eventually." 

••••••••••
Golfer: "You've got to be the worst
caddy in the world." 
Caddy: "I don't think so . . . .That
would be too much of a coincidence."  

••••••••••
Golfer: "How do you like my game?" 
Caddy: "It's very good - but person-
ally, I prefer golf." 

••••••••••
Golfer: "This is the worst course I've
ever played on." 
Caddy: "This isn't the golf course.
We left that an hour ago." 

••••••••••
Golfer: "That can't be my ball, it's
too old." 
Caddy: "It's been a long time since
we teed off, sir."

••••••••••
Waiter!" shouted the furious diner.

"How dare you serve me this!
There's a TWIG in my soup!"
"My apologies," said the waiter.

"I'll inform the branch manager."
••••••••••

Employer: "We need someone re-
sponsible for this job."

Applicant: "Sir your search ends
here! In my previous job whenever
something went wrong, everybody
said I was responsible."

••••••••••
Jenny: "That's a really cool tattoo.
dude!"
Jimmy: "Thanks, I got it from my
Doctor."
Jenny: "Your doctor?"
Jimmy: "Yeah... he does this on the
side to pay the bills and also holds a
Ph.D. in Psychology."
Jenny: "Great, so not only does he
get into your head, but he also gets
under your skin!"

••••••••••
These were sent in (by an obvi-

ously lonely fellow) as sug-
gested lines to use while
waiting in line to toss a fish at
this month’s Mullet Toss...
• I don't have a library card,

but do you mind if I check you
out.
..• I wish that I was crossed
eyed, so I could see you twice.
• Do you believe in love at

first sight or should I walk by
again ? 
..• You smell like Fritos that's
why I'm giving you this hungry
stare.
..• You're absolutley perfect,
don't speak now- you might
spoil it.

••••••••••
Marriage counseling southern

style...

Earl and Bubba, two good ole
boys from Dixie, are quietly sit-
ting in a boat fishing, chewing
and drinking beer when sud-
denly Bubba says, "I think I'm
going to divorce my wife. She
hasn't spoke to me in over 2
months."  

Earl spits, sips his beer and
says, "You better think it over.
Women like that are hard to
find."

••••••••••
Don’t apologize for laughing...
• Two antennas met on a roof,

fell in love and got married. The
ceremony wasn’t much, but the
reception was excellent.

• A jumper cable walks into a
bar. The bartender says, "I'll
serve you, but don't start any-
thing." 

• Two peanuts walk into a bar,
and one was a salted.

• A dyslexic man walks into a
bra...

• A man walks into a bar with
a slab of asphalt under his arm
and says: "A beer please, and
one for the road."

• Two cannibals are eating a
clown. One says to the other:
"Does this taste funny to you?"
• An invisible man marries an
invisible woman. The kids were
nothing to look at either.

••••••••••

Funny 
Bones

By George Ridder
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FOR RENT
DOWNTOWN ORANGE BEACH
Clean mobile home in Orange Beach on
Canal Road about 1 mile from Wharf and
1 mile from Beach. No dogs. No drugs.
$690/mo. Text 251-752-0385.
ATTENTION SENIORS
Attn:Seniors 1 bedroom for lease in Gulf
Shores. Roomy Island Style Cottage apt in
downtown Gulf Shores, on the Inter-
coastal Waterway! Near park, restaurants,
and churches. Just a few blocks from Acme
Oyster House. No dogs, no smoking. All
utilities included. 55+ older only. Only
$690/mo. Text 251-284-1025.
GULF SHORES 2BR
Roomy 2br townhome next to Acme Oys-
ter House and Tacky Jacks! Includes all
utilities except electric. $890. No dogs, no
smoking. Text 251-752-0381 if you think
you qualify.
COUNTRY CROSSROADS
Country Crossroads, Elberta; Great 1 bed-
room mobile home available now in a sen-
ior community! Has a covered deck, nice
landscaping, concrete driveway! This is a
55+ ONLY property. Rent includes All
Utilities. Lawn service provided free of
charge. Nice and quiet here. Community
features a clubhouse, catfish pond, nice
neighbors, street lamps, and concrete
roads. Nice place! $590 per month. No
Dogs. Background checks apply. Text 251-
284-1025.
RV LOT NEAR GULF SHORES
RV Lot Between Foley and Gulf Shores;
RV Lot – Lot only. All Utilities are in-
cluded. $350 per month. Text 251-752-
0381.
RETAIL OR OFFICE
Café / Shop / Retail / Office space in down-
town Gulf Shores. Uptown Plaza on East
20th Ave. 2400SF. Nice space, and very
nice property. Available now. Text  251-
747-0097.
HIGHWAY 59 FRONTAGE LOT
Highway 59 Frontage Lot. Just north of
Beach Express, just north of Foley. 220’
frontage. Approx 2 acres. $800 per month.
No improvements…lot only. 251-747-0097.

FOR SALE
THE GROVE
The Grove is Foley’s Premier 55+ Commu-
nity for Active Lifestyles. New 3Bd/2Ba
Manufactured Homes with prices starting
in the $90’s or custom build your retire-
ment dream in this beautiful gated com-
munity.  Enjoy the Clubhouse, Pool,
Jacuzzi, Activities. Minutes from b//aches.
www.thefoleygrove.com or 251-971-1033. 
FSBO - $152,900
2710 Hampton Park circle in Foley. Close
to OWA and shopping. 1,500 sq. ft

more/less; 3 Bdrm 2 Bth, SS appliances,
granite in kitchen & Bths, Porcelain tile
Hardwood floor look, New sinks/faucets in
Bth Rms, new faucet in kitchen, Lrg walk
in closet, & nice size Pantry.  Great curb
appeal. Call 251-979-6494 for appt to see.
COUNTRY CROSSROADS
Country Crossroads (55 only) park in El-
berta ~ beautiful, clean double wide, open
floor plan, 3/2 for sale. Front and back
screened porches.  Across from pond.  Must
see!!  Asking $48,500. Call @ 231.631.1025.

MISCELLANEOUS
1977 MG-B
1977 mg-b, body perfect, runs well. 251-
981-6169.
2009 KIA SPECTRA
12009 White Kia Spectra; low miles; runs
great; very clean; must sell; asking $3,850
or best offer; 850-712-7191.
2017 30’ JAYCO REDHAWK
2017 30’ Jayco Redhawk; like new; only
4,500miles on 440 Ford engine; sleeps 8;
comes with many extra accessories; full
contained; must see; must sell; asking
$78K - OBO; 850-712-7191.

SERVICES
ART LESSONS
Art Lessons w Talis @ Artworks Studio
and gallery @ Villagio on Perdido Key; tues
& Thursday 10:30-12:30 am; Paint & Wine
Class Wed 5-7 (or by special request); Call
for more information or reservations; Talis
850-261-9617; 13700 Perdido Key Dr. 
PICKLEBALL LESSONS
Pickleball lessons for beginners, advanced,
and small groups.  USAPA local pickleball
ambassador.  Call or email to schedule.
7 7 0 - 3 2 4 - 3 6 0 3 .
eddie.mcdonald7@gmail.com
DIVERSIFIED CLEANING
Diversified Cleaning Service of 25 years;
A+ with Better Business Bureau serving
Excambia, Baldwin Counties; residential,
commercial, carpets, upholstery, pressure
washing & windows. Lowest prices around
due to low overhead (compared to big serv-
ices). Call or text 850-712-7191. (6/6)
GUITAR LESSONS
By appointment at our Orange Beach
recording studio; 25823 Canal Rd. in Or-
ange Beach; call Top Hat; 251-609-7907;
also demo recording and cd duplication.
ALONZO CARICATURES
Caricatures By Alonzo; for distinctive spe-
cial occasions from private parties to con-
ventions; $150 for two hours of drawing
caricatures that make perfect party keep-
sakes for all the guests; 251-981-2072.
PERSONAL TRAINER
World record holder weight lifter and
local resident Betty Lafferty: your home
or gym: specializing in senior fitness;
251-978-0474.
LEARN MOSAIC FOR $15
Learn to do your own Mosaic project fron
start to finish. Only $15 per hour. No more
than two people per class; Connie at 850-

503-2127.
CUSTOM HOLSTERS
Concealed Carry Solutions; Kydex Hol-
sters custom fitted to your gun; Call Ken
Lambert; 251-965-7590.

HELP WANTED
BARTENDER
Experienced  bartender; 30-40 hours per
week; Starts immediately.  Also still need
Barback for Friday & Saturday nights
9:00 - close.  Contact The Office Lounge at
3828 So McKenzie ( highway 59) Foley, Al
in the Enterprises shopping center to
apply for the position.  
MORTGAGE DATA BROKER
Mortgage Data Broker in Bay Minette
(and other counties if can travel). Will
train. $10/hr. Part Time. Call Robert at
(256) 417-3579. 
BARBACK
Barback needed: Weekend nights 9 p.m. - 2
a.m.; assist bartender, fill ice bins, restock,
clean up as needed; friendly, local bar; se-
rious inquiries only; call and leave a name
and phone number, 251-978-3039.
PET GROOMER
Pet Grooming Salon in Gulf Shores is
seeking Experienced Bather/Dryer. Posi-
tion is Full Time, Monday-Friday, with pay
based on experience. Please call 251-948-
7487 or fax resume to 251-948-7488
BARTENDER
Snapper’s Lounge; Bartender Needed.;
Apply within; 25637 Canal Road in Wolf
Plaza Shopping Center, Orange Beach
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Massage therapist needed for Eden Spa &
Salon; Call 251-981-8600 and ask for Pam.
HAIR STYLIST
If providing guests with an experience
that exceeds their expectations is your
thing, then we need you now! Hair Stylist,
full/part time Experienced, Team player..
call 850-449-3995.
PANINI PETE’S/SUNSET POINTE
Now Hiring for all positions: Sunset Pointe
at Fly Creek Marina and Panini Pete's
Fairhope. Come join our staff at 2 of the
hottest restaurants on the bay! Come join
our wonderful staff for the Fall and make
some money! Call for details and apply in
person!

CLASSIFIEDS
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Restoration Planning in Alabama
PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

April 18, 2018
6:00 p.m. - Open House

6:30 p.m. - Welcome by AL Gov. Kay Ivey and Public Meeting

Five Rivers Tensaw Theater 
30945 5 Rivers Blvd, Spanish Fort, AL

The Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment Alabama
Trustee Implementation Group is seeking public comment on the Draft
Restoration Plan II and Environmental Assessment. The draft restoration
plan, published April 5th, 2018, evaluates 26 project alternatives, plus the
no action alternative for each restoration type, and proposes 22 projects for
funding. 

These project alternatives will: 
- Help restore and benefit wetlands, coastal, and nearshore habitats; includ-
ing some on federally managed lands.
- Improve water quality by reducing non-point source pollution to increase
the overall health and productivity of watersheds in Coastal Alabama.
- Help restore sea turtles, marine mammals, birds, and oysters. 
- The Trustees will hold a public meeting to facilitate public review and com-
ment on the proposed restoration plan and Environmental Assessment. 
- Visit the Trustees’ website at www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restora-
tion-areas/alabama to download the draft plan and view a list of locations
where printed copies have been placed for public review. 
- In addition to verbal comments received at public meetings, the public may
submit written comments through May 4, 2018:
Online: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/restorealabamaP2 or 
by U.S. Mail: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 49567, Atlanta, GA 30345
CONTACTS - State of Alabama: Amy Hunter, 251-621-1216, 
altig@dcnr.alabama.gov
Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person
requiring special accommodations to participate in this meeting is asked to
advise the Trustees at least five days before the meeting by calling Amy
Hunter at the contact information above.
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