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A Bill McGinnes owned local institution for 30 years

Y PIZZA
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HAPPY HOUR 11-7
MONDAY-FRIDAY

LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY
NEVER A COVER
MON, TUE, WED & THURS
Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde

HOME OF THE WHO’S YOUR DADDY BURGER JULY 31, AUG. 1, 14, 15, 28 & 29

FULL MENU

Bo Grant
(formerly of The Platters)
AUG. 9: J & J

‘TIL MIDNIGHT

AUG. 2, 16, 22, 30: Southern Puffer
AUG. 8: Jan & The Hangmen
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Mull Brothers to bicycle from Flora-Bama Beach to shores of Lake Erie on behalf of Simon Says

By Fran Thompson
Even beyond the obvious, brothers Chris and
Andy Mull have much in common.
Until Andy recently moved to Scenic Hwy., they
lived on opposite holes of Perdido Bay Golf Club.
Both had previous careers. Andy taught school
(sixth grade math) at Jim Bailey School for three
years after logging 20 years and a retirement as a
Navy air traffic controller. He currently has his
most fun job ever, as stay at home dad for his two
year old.
Chris had a solid job in manufacturing in Ohio,
but he often thought he would like to move to the
Perdido Key area once his children flew the coop,
even if it meant a major pay cut. He already knew
he liked the area from visits here to see Andy. And
that was without comparing January temperatures.
Chris and his wife Tracy followed through with
their dream and moved here in 2014. They knew
they would find jobs, but they did not see themselves owning The Purple Parrot Tiki Bar & Grill
on Perdido Key.
“I said if I could make a third of what I made in
Ohio I would be happy, if I was doing something I
wanted to do,’’ Chris said.
Chris saw the Purple Parrot listed for sale on
Craig’s List while he was looking to buy a business that could net him an extra $30K a year.
That was five years ago, and he is just now starting to see his bistro turn a corner towards profitability.
“I had absolutely no restaurant experience, except from the other side of the bar. But since the
opening I have never regretted it for even one
day,’’ he said.
The Purple Parrot features live music seven
days a week in the afternoon and again in the
evening and has gained a large and loyal local following.
“Well I love live music, but more than that, it attracts people. People love music down here. When
I didn’t have it, nobody came. So I figured I better
put it back in and they will come back. That is
about it,’’ he said.
The Mull brothers have always been close as
their four year age difference would allow. Chris,
the elder, played basketball at Western Reserve
High School in their hometown of Berlin Center,
Ohio. Andy played football for the Roughriders.
As the elder brother, Chris was able to dominate
most competitions when they were younger. The
relationship, of course, matured, when Andy
caught up in size.
“Now the abuse is just mental,’’ Andy joked.
“I usually beat him in everything’’ is how Chris
remembers it.
The brothers grew up as part of what is still a
close knit family that includes relatives who will
be traveling from as far away as California their
grandmother’s 100th birthday party in Cleveland
on Aug. 30.
Andy and Chris will be there as well. And it’s
safe to say that they will be the only two family

members bicycling to the party from the FloraBama.
That’s 1500 miles or 60 miles with five days set
aside for contingencies before they dip their front
tires in Lake Erie.
The men are bicycling on behalf of the Simon
Says Run for Prostate Cancer, and they hope their
adventure from the Gulf of Mexico to the shores
of Lake Erie will raise a significant amount of
money for prostate cancer awareness. Their goal
is to raise $25K.
“We talked about it and dreamed about it. And
we finally just put it in our heads that we were
going to do it,’’ Andy said. “We are probably in
over our heads. But I am excited for it.’’
Chris’s good friend, Pastor Rick Long of the
Flora-Bama Central Church, will give a ‘Wheels
in the Water' blessing for Andy, Chris and Ken
Krempin, their one-man support team, on the
Gulf of Mexico behind the Flora-Bama at 7 a.m.
on Aug. 1.
The brothers have stayed in relatively good
health for most of their lives. They previously participated in a four day ride from Cleveland to
Cincinnati to raise funds for ACS.
“That was fun trip. But the scale of this is something that neither of us has ever done before,’’
Andy said.

Chris is worried about surviving in the heat and
Andy, more of a glamper type, is worried about
having to rough it in the 5th Wheel. But they recently completed a 140 miles out-n-back
overnighter to Blakeley State Park.
“It will take some adjustments. I’m not as
rugged as I thought I was,’’ Andy said.
“I am very confident except for the heat, but I
am going to do some research and learn the tricks
of the trade for lowering my body temperature,’’
Chris said.
Both agree that Andy has been logging way
more training miles, as he went on a post Christmas diet that resulted in a 65 pound loss of excess
baggage. He now weighs 210 lbs, and has beefed
up his training schedule with help from two Pensacola peddling groups, Ride More Bikes and The
Northwest Florida Wheelmen. He trains four or
five times per week and logs anywhere from 30 to
80 miles.
“He’s not drinking as much since he moved away
from me,’’ Chris said. “He is exercising and eating
a lot better. His life style has changed.’’
Chris said his passion to help Simon Says in its
quest stems from his own lack of awareness of the
disease. Diagnosed two years ago during his routine 50 year old checkup, he said if he had waited
much longer, he would have been in deep trouble,
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which is tragic since it is as easy as drawing
blood for a PSA count to get checked for
signs of prostate cancer.
“If I waited, things could be a lot different
for me today. I went in for a PSA test and it
was 6.5 or something like that. We took it a
step further and my doctor could see that
there was something going on,’’ Chris said.
Chris chose an operation over radiation
and that was the right choice as his cancer
was accelerating when he went under the
knife.
“Afterwards, the doctor said the cancer was
a lot worse than he thought and it was a
good thing I had the surgery,’’ Chris said. “It
pretty much saved my life. I am glad I did
my 50 year old checkup. I feel firmly about
guys getting checked. All it is a blood test for
PSA’s.’’
Andy said he knows his brother has not
matched him in training miles and he is
worried that might slow him down and
overextend his muscle memory.
“What I know about Chris is that he likes a
struggle,’’ Andy said. “He sees something and
he pushes through that thing to show he can
do it.
“I am not going that way. I am going to
enjoy it and have fun because in that environment, I don’t want to be beat up by the
physicality of it. I don’t think you can do this
on bullheadedness.’’
The men will mostly follow the Underground Railroad Trail that extends from Mobile to Canada. The route is very historical
and mostly off-road. They will also take advantage of the country’s vast Rails To Trails
program during the trip, especially the final
few hundred miles.
The brothers realize that as their support

man, Ken Krempin (see page 8 story) is the
crucial part of the trip.
“He is one of my neighbors and also an
Ohio guy. He works with me too,’’ Chris said.
The men will leave at sunrise each day to
try to beat the heat.
Chris said he is especially looking forward
to traveling off-road though the backside of
Alabama, Tennessee and Kentucky. “I’ve always traveled through those states on freeways. So this going to be pretty awesome,’’
he said.
The men have some press set up to help
them raise funds along the way thanks to
hometown friends in Salem and Berlin Center.
When they return from the trip, they will
present a check at the next Simon Says Run
at the Flora-Bama.
"We already knew this was something we
would like to do,’’ Andy said. "We really
started talking seriously about putting it in
our que when we were able to do it in a time
frame around grandma’s birthday.’'
Just as ambitious as Chris and Andy Mull’s
1600 mile bicycle trip, is their fundraising
goal: Raise $25,000 by end of August for the
charity that educates men on prostate cancer. To donate log into simonsaysbike.org,
Venmo @SimonSaysBike or Simon Says,
13422 Valerie Dr., Pensacola, FL 32507.
“We are going to enjoy our time at each of
the stops,’’ Andy said. “We don’t plan to be
eating at McDonalds. We expect we will be
meeting people along the way. Telling them
our story and hearing theirs. It will be a
pretty cool thing.’’
We agree Andy and Chris.
It will be a pretty cool thing.
Pictured: Having fun at the Purple Parrot
during a recent fundraising raffle for
prostate cancer awareness.

Page 8 • The Mullet Wrapper • July 29-Aug. 12, 2020

• Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS• E-Mail: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com

Ken Krempin is 1-man support crew for Mull Brothers bicycle trek from Gulf of Mexico to Lake Erie
“I want to find the craft beer in each of these different towns’’
By Fran Thompson
Andy and Chris Mull realize that
support man Ken Krempin (pictured)
is the crucial cog in their 1500 mile
bicycle trip from the Flora-Bama
Beach to the shores of Lake Erie.
Having recovered
from prostate cancer himself, he
also brings inspiration from the
perspective of a
man who is well
aware of the importance of testing.
“The doctor says
I am going to die
of something, but he doesn’t know
what it is,’’ Ken said.
“We would not be able to do this
without him. I just don’t think we
could do it on our own,’’ Chris Mull
said.
Ken will set up and break down the
group’s base camp, find accommodations at the next stop and help with
emergencies and logistics throughout
the 25 day adventure.
He has implemented large scale
software systems for the State of
Maryland Mass Transit System and
Navy bases in Yokosuka, Japan, Pearl

Harbor and Guam.
He has also been president of the
Perdido Bay Villas Homeowners Assn.
for the past three years. So getting
the Mull boys home for their grandmother’s 100th birthday party on August 30 should be a piece of cake.
He is also not worried about the
physical strain of keeping up with the
two brothers.
“He acts like he’s 50, but he’s 76
years old,’’ Chris said. “He’s more excited maybe more than we are. He
knows we are going to have a good
time.’’
Ken met Chris Mull at the Perdido
Key Golf Club’s Legends Bar and
they became fast friends. When he
found out about the trip, maybe during a Thirsty Thursday gathering at
Legends, Ken was immediately all-in.
“Chris and I are both from Ohio and
we hit it off. We are good friends.
There is a lot of commonality with
us,’’ he said.
Born in Canada, Ken grew up in LA
and attended college in Iowa. He met
his late wife Mary while at another
college in Ohio (Toledo Mudhens). He
retired in Maryland in 2012 while
handling consulting jobs for that
state and Honeywell Corp.
This is not Ken’s first flirtation with

No alcohol can be served after 11 p.m. in Alabama
The Alabama Beverage Control Board has voted to cut off
on-premise alcohol sales in the state after 11 p.m. nightly beginning Aug. 1. According to the order, all ABC licensees are
required to cease the service and/or sale of alcoholic beverages
for on-premise consumption between the hours of 11 p.m. and
6 a.m., with on-premise consumption to end at 11:30 p.m.
Alcohol has to be removed from tables at bars and restaurants and entities that sell alcohol by 11:30 p.m., but establishments can continue to serve food. The change does not
affect curbside or retail sales.
“We are very sensitive to the economic impact this rule will
have. This is a gut-wrenching decision we are making today,
but it is also gut wrenching to see the number of Alabamians
who are suffering from this disease. On balance, I am compelled to vote in favor of the rule. This will be a very short duration and will relieve this restriction as soon as possible,”
said ABC Board chairperson Col. Alan Spencer.
“Our hope is that reduced hours of alcohol service will decrease social gatherings and the transmission of COVID-19,”
ABC Board administrator Mac Gipson said. “Our number one
goal is to protect the public and our license holders. We believe this emergency order will reduce the exposure to and
spread of COVID-19.”

RV living. He stayed for four months
in a 45 ft. Winnebago at a Perdido
Key RV Park in 2014 to be with his
family here after he lost Mary, his
wife of 48 years
After a quick breakfast early each
morning, the Mulls will start peddling.
Ken will spend about a couple hours
breaking down camp and then drive
60 miles and start looking for a place
to spend the night.
“They’ll have to peddle for six or
seven hours. I am just the SAG,’’ he
said. “I’ll drive for an hour, set up
camp and get a cold beer and start a
party.’’
Ken said he expects the Mulls to
cool down in the shade, replenish
their fluids and stretch when they arrive at camp. The three men will then
find a local hot spot for dinner.
“We have a main route that we are
following, but when I pick up the
camper, I’ll drive around 60 miles and
scope out what is there,’’ Ken said.
With his logistics background, Ken
said he is looking forward to that part
of the trip, especially since the three
men are a simple gps equipped cell
phone away from each other in case of
a mishap along the way. “They can
just turn on their cell phones and find

out where I am,’’ he said.
“I am just looking forward to the
overall adventure and the little bit of
challenge of finding small towns and
looking around to find where we can
relax. I’ll search for a good place to
eat and just enjoy the environment I
am in,’’ Ken said.
“And I want to find the craft beer in
each of these different towns,’’ he
added.
The Krempins first found and loved
the Perdido Key area when their
daughter’s husband was stationed at
NAS.
“It was a nice area to come down to
from the frozen north,’’ Ken said.
Well traveled, Ken has been in every
state except Alaska, and he considered hitting the road in his Winnebago after Mary passed. But he’s
been living in Perdido permanently
since 2014. And he has no plans to
ever move away.
Mary’s family is still in Woodville.
Ken is looking forward to visiting
with them while the Mulls are at
their grandmother’s celebration about
90 minutes away.
“I look at this as another blessing
at my age to be able to do the labor
that will be involved and continue to
be very active,’’ Ken said. “Just to be
able to take this trip with those two
guys is a real blessing. I’ve learned
that living is about being thankful
and enjoying life. And that’s what I
am going to do.’’
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UPDATED BALDWIN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BACK TO SCHOOL PLAN

Masks will be required; Most parents choose classroom option
By Fran Thompson
Baldwin County Public Schools Superintendent Eddie Tyler, for the
third consecutive Thursday, held a
press conference today to provide updates about the system's return-toschool plan on Aug. 12.
Tyler said 85
percent of par“If a parent
ents have chothinks we should sen to send
their children
close school,
to “brick and
then they should mortar
enroll in virtual school.”
The update
school. It is the
clarified the
BCSD’s policy
same option as
for students
closing school
returning
back to school
whereby your
after either
child will be at
being diaghome and their nosed or being
sent home as
educational
being susneeds will be
pected of having
provided virtuCOVID-19.
ally with miniStudents
mal contact from must either
present a
others.’’
signed doctor’s
note clearing
them to return, a negative COVID-19
test result or remain away from
school for 14 days and have been
clear of fever for at least three days
without medication.
The CDC does not currently recommend universal testing to admit students or staff into school and neither
will BCSD.
It was the third and final press conference until teachers return to school
on August 3.
“I have spoken with board members
and principals on a daily basis and
there are no discussions about a
delay. I can also assure you that if one
is going to happen, I will let you know
immediately by rapid notification.’’
Tyler said.
Tyler said the district has heard
from national and local pediatric
groups, health officials, educational
experts and parents stating that children need to be back in school.
“Our charge is to do this safely, balancing those needs carefully, but dutifully, to ensure those who are
dependent on us will be served,’’ he
said.
Schools will implement as much so-

cial distancing as possible in traditional schools.
In addition:
• Masks will be worn at all times.
• Hand sanitizing and washing will
be directed frequently.
• All buildings & equipment will be
disinfected with a hospital-grade
product daily.
• Children in classes in traditional
school will being tracked digitally.
• Teachers and administrators will
complete professional development in
new digital requirements for distance
learning.
• Students’ work, assignments, lessons and studies are posted and will
be available digitally on Google
Classroom each day.
“If a parent thinks we should close
school, then they should enroll in virtual school,’’ Tyler said. “It is the
same option as closing school
whereby your child will be at home
and their educational needs will be
provided virtually with minimal contact from others.’’
Students who can’t come to school
will continue to learn in the district’s
new distance learning program. Unlike virtual school, distance learning
will be provided if entire schools close
or children are sent home sick.
“Time has given us the ability to develop a much more comprehensive,
digital instruction and assessment
program that will be tracking along
the same pacing guide your student is
learning from in their classrooms,’’
Tyler said. “As of the first day of
school, we are prepared make this
move at any moment and without further preparation.’’
Before sending children to school,
parents should check their temperature, ask if they have felt ill and
make certain they have a mask.
“Throughout a typical school year,
we can see as much as 50% of our stu-

dents out with flu, strep and other illnesses,’’ Tyler said. “This year we
have a new challenge - deciphering
which is which.’’
A child who is at school sick will be
sent to the nurse to be tested for
symptoms of COVID-19 which include: new onset cough, shortness of
breath by themselves or at least two
of the following: fever (100.4ºF or
higher), chills, muscle pain, sore
throat, loss of sense of smell or taste,
and gastrointestinal symptoms of diarrhea, vomiting or nausea.
A symptomatic child will be sent to a
wellness area while parents are notified. Student’s absences will be excused while they continue their
academic work under the district’s
distance learning plan.
Parents will be notified daily when
there is a positive COVID-19 test at
their school.
“The test results generally come
days after the test is given and the
test isn’t given until symptoms are
present, which can be days after first
contracted. As a result, when we notify you that your child may have
come in contact with someone, that
contact will have happened days or
even a week prior to us receiving notification,’’ Tyler said.
Schools will not close and students
and employees and students should
continue to come to school even after
being notified that they may have
been in contact with a symptomatic
person while at school.
“We are all coming in contact with
the virus each day we are outside our
homes but we may not know about
it,’’ Tyler said. “Because we are already treating our school facilities
and operations with the highest level
of preparedness expecting this to take
place.’’
Tyler said schools are currently designated as essential by Homeland Se-

curity, and, as such, should continue
operations while ensuring that students and staff remain symptom free.
“Could a parent try to fool us and
send a child to school with fever reducing medicine? Yes. Will there be
sick children at school who show no
symptoms being asymptomatic? Yes,’’
Tyler said.
“This is why we are providing you
with an excellent virtual school option. This is also why we are going far
and beyond in our new safety protocols to disinfect our facilities with
hospital grade sanitizers every night
and direct frequent hand washing
and sanitizing, implementing social
distancing where possible and requiring masks or suitable alternatives.
“We believe the reopening of school
is critical during the COVID-19 pandemic, when many children and families are experiencing additional
economic hardships, social isolation,
and stressors.,’’ Tyler said.
Tyler said emergency plans to close
individual schools or system wide, as
needed.
“We can close for a few days to allow
for a deeper clean or to allow a hot
spot to diminish. We can close by
order of a higher government official
or because we are convinced that
such is in the best interest of our employees, students and our community.
We will not make this decision lightly.
We respect the situation of our families and the necessity of schools to
continue to deliver on the dependency
to everyone else in our area. It will be
made after consultation with medical,
health and government officials and
for something much greater than
what we are facing today.’’
Pictured: The City of Orange Beach
Public Works Department crew install beautiful palm trees at the entrance to the city’s brand new high
school and middle school campus; volunteers from Anchor Point church
spruce up classrooms at Foley Elementary School in anticipation of the
Aug. 12 shool opening.
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Last day to register to vote in Aug. 25 municipal elections is Aug. 10
Whether in person, online or by mail,
the last day to register to vote in the
Baldwin County municipal elections is
August 10, 15 days before what, at least
in Gulf Shores and Foley, will be a highly
contested event.
Due to temporary closures at the Baldwin County Courthouses, registration
can be completed online at alabamavotes.gov. Absentee applications must
be received by Thursday, Aug. 20.

Candidates vy for four places
on Gulf Shores City Council

There are candidates challenging four
of five incumbents on the Gulf Shores
Council, with three candidates running
in both place 2 and place 3. If candidates
in those races do not receive 50 percent
of the vote, a run-off election will be held
on Oct. 7.
Robert Craft is being challenged by
John Bays for mayor, and Bill Coyne and
Edward L. Rease are challenging incumbent Joe Garris for City Council Place
One.
In City Council Place Two, Nan
Hedgspeth and Michelle Stancil are
challenging Gary Sinak.
For City Council Place Four, Tim Clayborn and Angie Swiger are challenging
incumbent Jason Dyken, and Cheryl
Connell is challenging Steve Jones for

City Council Place Five.
Councilman Philip Harris was unopposed and was sworn into his seat on
July 27.
Gulf Shores voters north of the Intracoastal Canal vote at the Cultural Center on County Road 6. Residents living
on The Island vote at the Erie H. Meyer
Civic Center.
Absentee ballots can be mailed or handdelivered to City Clerk Wanda Parris at
203 Clubhouse Dr. or mailed to Box 299,
Gulf Shores, Al 36547.

Only two female O.B. Council
members face male opposition
Orange Beach Mayor Tony Kennon will
face opposition in the Aug. 25 for the
first time since 2008. Kennon will face
opposition in the race for mayor from
Dan Hayes. The last time Kennon faced
opposition was in 2008 when he defeated
Larry Alexander in a runoff to win his
first term. Iris Ethridge also ran for
mayor in 2008.
Other contested seats include Place 1
where incumbent Annette Mitchell will
face Joe Cardwell and Place 5 where incumbent Joni Blalock is opposed by former Police Chief Joe Fierro.
Incumbents Jeff Boyd in Place 2, Jerry
Johnson in Place 3 and Jeff Silvers in
Place 4 have no opposition. Orange

Pensacola’s own Blue Angels receive first of 18 Super Hornets
The world famous and Pensacola Naval Air Station based Blue Angels flight
demonstration team received the first of what will be a total of 18 Super Hornets
to replace its existing F/A-18 Hornets on July 27. The remaining jets will arrive at
Sherman Field by the end of the year.
Navy Captain Eric Doyle, the Director of the Blue Angels Super Hornet Transition Team, flew the jet from Boeing's facilities in Jacksonville to Naval Air Station
Pensacola on July 27. The team has flown F/A018 Hornets for the past 34 years.
“We would like to especially thank the teams at Boeing, Chief of Naval Air Training Command, Naval Air Systems Command, Fleet Readiness Center Southeast,
and Naval Supply Systems Command Weapons Systems Support,” said Cmdr.
Brian Kesselring, commanding officer and flight leader of the Blue Angels. “The
success of this mission was a direct reflection of their hard work.”
"Acquiring our first Super Hornet is a momentous step in our inevitable transition scheduled for later this year and it required a herculean effort to get these
fleet jets ready for our team," Cmdr. Kesselring added.

Beach residents vote at the orange
Beach Community Center. Absentee ballot should be returned to City Clerk
Renee Eberly in person at City Hall,
4099 Orange Beach Boulevard or mailed
to PO Box 458, Orange Beach, AL 36561

Aaron Bika and Ralph Hellmich
to face off in Foley Mayor’s Race
Candidates for the City of Foley municipal election are as follows: For mayor,
Aaron D. Bika and Ralph G. Hellmich;
District 1, Barry Hughes and J. Wayne
Trawick (Incumbent); District 2, Vera J.
Quaites (Incumbent and unopposed);
District 3, Richard Dayton and Ralph
Eastburn; District 4, C. Rick Blackwell
(Incumbent and unopposed); District 5,
Charles Ebert, III (Incumbent and unopposed). Voting is at the Foley Sports
Tourism Events Center, located at 1001
E. Pride Blvd, from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.

Tim Brown and Roger Booth challenge
Robertsdale Mayor Charles Murphy
In Robertsdale, Mayor Charles Murphy
is facing challenges from Tim Brown and
Roger Booth. Place 1 incumbant Joe
Kitchens will face Jim Giles; Place 2 in-

cumbent Sue Cooper faces Lonnie Ard;
Place 4 incumbant Brent Kendrick faces
Russell Johnson. Place 3’s Ruthie Campbell and Place 5’s Paul Hollingsworth
have no opposition.

All incumbents running unopposed
in Silverhill and Summerdale
In Silverhill, Mayor Jared Lyles and
Town Council members Bert Jones,
Steve Brooks, Gerald Ardoin, Tonie Norden and Wayne Gruenloh are unopposed.
Summerdale Mayor David Wilson and
Town Council members Myles Bishop,
Normal Giles, Mary Carolyn McDaniel,
Travis Townsend and Cheryl Stewart
face no opposition.

Four candidates up for place 4
town council seat in Loxley
In Loxley, three candidates have entered the race for the Place 4 Town
Council seat held by incumbant Chris
McCall. They are Philip Dembowski,
Beth Lovell and Randy Smith. Mayor
Richard Teal and Town Council members
Richard Lee Wilson, Jeffrey T. Knight,
Katherine Breeden and Kasey Childress
are unopposed.

The U.S. Navy made the decision to transition the Blue Angels to the Super Hornet in 2018, signing a $17 million contract with Boeing to convert nine F/A-18E
and two F/A-18F aircraft into the Blue Angel configuration. According to a company press release, the team has flown Boeing aircraft for more than 50 years,
starting with the F-4J Phantom II in 1969.
The Blue Angels are also in the midst of test flights with the new Fat Albert, former Royal Air Force Hercules C5 ZH885, which was refurbished at Cambridge Airport.
The November 16-17 Blue Angels Homecoming Show at Pensacola NAS has not
been cancelled, but it is possible that the Blues will perform without a center spot,
which will give fans sightlines from Pensacola Beach to Orange Beach.
The Blues performed its first flight demonstration on June 15, 1946. The team
shifted its home base to Pensacola in 1949.
Pictured: Capt. Eric Doyle, Director of the Blue Angels Super Hornet Transition
Team, departs Boeing Cecil field for Naval Air Station Pensacola, in the first Blue
Angels F/A-18 Super Hornet. Cmdr. Brian Kesselring, current Blue Angels commanding officer, and his team accept the new plane from Capt. Doyle. (Photo: U.S.
Navy Blue Angels)
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GULF SHORES CITY COUNCIL

Gulf Shores spends $8.9 million this summer on school upgrades
Total spending on school improvements totals $17.5 million, as city enters year two as an independent school system
By John Mullen
Gulf Shores OK’d a $3.3 million
classroom addition to the city’s elementary school during the July 27
council meeting. This comes on the
heels of a $5.6 million project at the
high school to and improve existing
athletic facilities approved in June.
“The school board has identified
the need for elementary school
so the
“The coun- expansion
school board with
cil had au- the superintendent sent out a rethorized a quest for a
proposal and got
line of
four different
teams of bids to
credit for
do architectural
City
$17 million services,”
Administrator
Steve Griffin
for a 20said. “Their recyear period ommendation to
you all is that we
authorize the
contract Walcott, Adams and Goodwyn, Mills and Caywood in an
amount not to exceed $313,530.”
Before opening for its first year in
2019 the city spent about $8.6 million to improve traffic flow, parking,
playgrounds, gym renovations, roof
repairs and air conditioning repairs.
It’s part of nearly $20 million available to the schools.
“The school board has identified
about $19.4 million worth of capital
funding available for school construction,” Griffin said. “The council
had authorized a line of credit for
$17 million for a 20-year period and
the state board superintendent has
informed me that he’s identified
$2.4 million that will be available.
That’s the total of $19.4 million.”
The three projects have a com-

bined cost of $17.2 million. The
classroom project bid will go out in
July of 2020 with construction
starting in October and a target
opening date for the 2021-22 school
year. The design process and review
of the design will take place in August.
“It’s an aggressive timeline but
it’s something that’s definitely
needed at the school,” Economic Development Coordinator Blake
Phelps told the council. “Staff has
been working on this for several
months now trying to plan and
come up with the concept that they
feel like is best utilizing what’s
needed on campus.”
New classrooms will be built between two existing buildings on the
campus and could eventually contain 12 new rooms.
“The board of education going into
last year understood already that
there was some capacity crunch at
the existing elementary school,”
Phelps said. “Part of what they did
immediately was reconfigure the
grades within the elementary
school which is PreK-5 grades and
shift the sixth grade back to the
original configuration of sixth, seventh and eighth at the middle
school. That helped free up some capacity within the elementary school
but with the existing growth and
projected continued growth there
are some need for capacity at the elementary school within the existing
campus. That’s what this project is
going to address.
During the project, all portable
classrooms will be removed from all
schools in Gulf Shores, a new 21st
Century Leaning Environment will
be started and it will create flexible,
collaborative STEM/STEAM learning spaces.

“It’s a completely different approach to learning,” Phelps said.
“It’s much more of a dynamic situation. Learning occurs throughout
the classroom and throughout very
dynamic spaces, flexible spaces. Not
in a lecture based where you sit
down and everyone listens to the
teacher. It’s more student centered,
experiential based learning.
Some of the rooms will have movable walls so you can combine two
classes and it will have flexible
seating and furniture arrangements different from the traditional
style lecture and teacher orientation.
“It will take advantage of space
outside of the classroom in the corridors and really create learning opportunities anywhere within that
school including outside in an outdoor learning courtyard including
some windows or rollup garage
doors where it can be an indoor-outdoor learning area,” Phelps said.
The current plan is to add at least
eight classrooms but there’s it could
be expanded to add more.
“What we have is an eight-classroom addition with an optional plan
to add four more to make it 12
classrooms,” Phelps said. “The location will just south of existing elementary 400 building and just to
the east of the existing 300 building
out toward the existing bus loop.”
At the high school, the locker
room space will be reconfigured and
some current storage areas utilized
to have spaces for all the basketball, volleyball and wrestling teams.
An athletic training area will be
added as well.
A new practice gym will be built
west of the current gym and serve
as an entrance for events at both
gyms. The existing gym will get

new bleachers, the floor will be refinished and new logos will be
added throughout.
Also, during the meeting, council:
• OK’d an agreement between the
city, Gulf Shores and Orange Beach
Tourism’s Sports Commission and
the Alabama Independent School
Association to continue having the
group’s state track meet in Gulf
Shores in 2021 and 2022. Gulf
Shores has been the host city for
the AISA’s track championship
since 2017. The city also hosts the
AHSAA state championships and
the NAIA’s national championships
each year.
• OK’d additional stop signs at
West First Avenue and West Third
Street, West Second Street and
Commerce Avenue and Wedgewood
Drive and West Fairway Drive to
slow down traffic in those areas.
• OK’d a contract with WAS engineering to design the landscaping
and irrigation for the Beach Walking District project. “We requested a
proposal from WAS about design
services related to landscaping and
irrigation on the beach walking district improvements that we are currently under design by Volkert,”
City Engineer Mark Acreman said.
“The plans are now 90 percent complete and we know have the locations for landscaping and irrigation
identified. The beach walking district is a key goal in our Vision 2025
Strategic Plan that includes increased walking areas and on-street
parking. Overall, it’s a $2 million
project with $1.9 million of that in
various grants.”
Pictured: Capital improvements
that are part of the most recent
$3.3 million Gulf Shores School
project include introducing a 21st
century learning environment
where education is student centered and experience based rather
than teacher centered and lecture
based by utilizing flex break-out
spaces, collaborative corridors and
an outdoor learning courtyard.
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Foley native Chasity Douyon releases her first book
“Be You Beyoutiful: 3 Minute Devotions’’ is specifically for teens
Foley writer Chasity Douyon has just released her
first book, “Be You Beyoutiful: 3 Minute Devotions,’’ on
Amazon.
A 31 day devotional for teen girls, the book is a reflection of Chasity’s calling as a mentor and her receiving Christ into her heart when she was 16.
A very active member of City Hope Church in her
hometown, Chasity wrote the book while pursuing her
second MA, this one in Communication Studies & Organizational Leadership from Alabama.
“I have always loved working with teens and felt led
of the Lord to write this book with them in mind. I
dedicated the book to my niece and several of my
friend’s children, as they all inspire and motivate me,’’
Chasity said.
Chasity said she looks forward to hosting book signings when the pandemic crisis passes and life on her
beloved Alabama Gulf Coast returns to normalcy.
“I really wanted to do a book signing, but due to
COVID, I’m a bit leery of attracting a crowd,’’ she said.
Just Chasity’s close friends and family would fill up
most book stores. Her mother, Kattie Douyon, is a

Relay For Life Full Moon Paddle Aug. 2
The City of Orange Beach Friends and Family
Relay for Life team will be hosting a Full Moon
Paddle on Wolf Bay on Sunday, August 2 at the
Wind & Water Learning Center.
The fundraiser includes dinner provided by
Luna’s Eat & Drink at 6:15 p.m. and entertainment by Jerry Anderson. The paddle will start at
7 p.m. and go to 8:30 p.m. The Wind & Water
Learning Center is at 26267 Canal Road, behind
the Orange Beach Public Library.
Registration fee is $25 per person. Pre-registration is required. Registration closes at noon Friday, July 31. Online registration is available at
www.eventbrite.com. Forms are also available at
recreation facilities in Orange Beach. All funds
raised benefit the American Cancer Society.
Participants must bring their own kayak or
canoe, lifejacket and white light (headlamps
work best). Participants are encouraged to wear
lifejackets. Paddling experience is necessary for
this event that covers 3-5 miles depending on
condition. It is not an event for beginners or
young children. Individuals who are unable attend but would still like to make a donation to
the Relay for Life Team can do so on the
Eventbrite paddle listing. Donations will be a
great way to help the fight against cancer as so
many Relay fundraising events haven't happened this year.
For more information, contact Relay Team Captain Jeanne Fitzgibbons at 251-981-1524 or 251747-1344 or jfitz@orangebeachal.gov.

minister at Joy Tabernacle church in Foley. She met
Chasity’s father, Chester Mathis, when Chester
worked as a certified diesel mechanic in Foley. Unfortunately, her dad was killed when Chasity was 13
years old.
Chasity’s brother, Fisher Douyon, owns a painting
business, Painting with Fisher, and lives in Foley with
his wife, Jessica, and daughter, Jaycee. Chasity also
has aunts, an uncle, and lots of cousins living in Foley.
One if those cousins, Rashun Faust, has published
several books.
“I reached out to him for information when I started
writing my book,’’ Chasity said. “The process of writing the book took about a month and a half. The publishing process took an additional month. I was
working on my summer term of classes at UA while I
wrote the book.’’
Chasity’s other hobbies and interests include Lions
International, photography, sunsets and Alabama
football.
A 2010 Foley High grad, she played golf, was a
Chamber Junior Ambassador and co-president of Fu-

ture Business Leaders and in the National English
Honor Society at FHS.
In her book, Chasity recognizes that being a teen is
more challenging now than ever before. Social media
influences often spurred by peer pressure, branded
“Influencers’’ everywhere trying to mold teens’
thoughts, acts and responses to life situations.
“What does the Bible say about some of the areas
where teens are affected the most?’’ she asks in her
book, which is a 31 day journey that will guide teens
to reflect on God's thoughts on how they should live
their life.
“I love to call out the potential in the next generation,’’ she said.
The book is available at Amazon.com, AuthorHouse.
com, and BarnesandNobles.com.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
WED, JULY 29

Micah Carter & Jana Widener
earn Perdido Optimist scholarhips

A TEAM EFFORT TO SAVE HANGING OSPREY: Thanks to th City
of Orange Beach Fire Department, the staff at the Orange Beach Wildlife
Center and Management Program, and home owner Jarot Scarbrough,
an osprey that was entangled in a fishing net and dangling from a pine
tree about 40 feet in the air is free to fish another day. “Please remember
to properly dispose of fishing line, hooks, and netting,’’ the OBWC staff
posted on facebook. “The majority of the netting was cut off. However, we
believe there still could be some around the leg as we were unable to get
our hands on the bird safely, considering its location. Hoping this bird
makes a full recovery. But we do know that the bird would have surely
been a goner if it wasn’t for OBFD assisting us in this rescue.’’
Pictured: The rescue team; Hayley Healan showing off how much netting was caught on the bird and tree limb; Julie Lesznar and Kathlene
Saliba waiting in the water in case the Osprey fell in when cut free.

The Optimist Club of Perdido Bay
has presented $1,000 scholarships to
two Foley High School Seniors, Micah
Carter and Jana Widener.
Micah (above) lives in Elberta and
plans on attending Coastal Alabama
Community College, majoring in Accounting. While attending Foley High
School, she was on the Future Farmers of American (FFA) Vet Science
Team. She also volunteered with the
Foley Police Explorers, helping at
local events such as school dances,
rodeos and the hot air balloon festival.
Micah says she has always loved
Math and excelled in it. Her other interests include art, veterinary medicine, psychology, environmental
issues. Micah’s ultimate educational
goal is to earn a Bachelor’s degree in
Accounting and pursue a career in
that field.
Jana (below) lives in Lillian and
plans on attending Coastal Alabama
Community College, majoring in either Cosmetology or Psychology.
While attending Foley High School,
she participated in Cheerleading,
Yearbook, Link Crew, and Art Club.
She also earned the Congress of Future Medical Leaders Award of Excellence in 2019.
Jana says education has always been
an important factor in her life, and
has planned since an early age on attending college. She has been interested at different times in various
subjects but is most interested in Psychology and Cosmetology. Jana’s ultimate educational goal is either
Cosmetology, or earning a Bachelor’s
degree in Psychology and pursuing a
career in Forensic Psychology.
The Optimist Club of Perdido Bay is
working on plans to return to their
Saturday morning meetings at the
Lillian Community Club. Plans for
their annual Fashion Show and Mullet Festival are on hold, pending State
of Alabama guidelines.

• Lunchtime Art al Fresco Family Event:
Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores, reservations
required; TackyJacks.com,
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Legends in Concert w. Elvis, Britney
Spears, Michael Jackson & Luke Bryan:
7:30; OWA; Foley.
• Brent Burns: 5; Doc's Seafood, Perdido
Beach Blvd., Orange Beach.
• Gary Story & Friends: 9; Sandshaker at
The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• John Joiner & Darrel Roberts: 7; Hub
Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Adam Holt: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Henry Burt: 7; Tacky Jack’s, Fort Morgan.
• Brittany Grimes: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.

• Gary Story & Friends: 8; Sandshaker at
The Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Two Old Guys: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.
• Open Mic: 5:30; Tacky Jacks, Gulf
Shores.
• Troy Martin: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Tiki Karaoke: 6; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Scott Kohen: 6; Oso; Orange Beach.
• Artie Hopkins: 5; American Legion Post
99; Foley.
• Karaoke: 6; American Legion Post 44,
Gulf Shores.
• Trivia (7:30) Karaoke (9): The Office,
Foley.
• Brandon Styles Magic Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• BBRC Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores; lafleetfeet.com.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post
99; Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and West
2nd St.

First Presbyterian of Gulf Shores Welcomes New Minister
The Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Gulf Shores has
called Rev. Christina (Chrisy) Ennen as Minister of the church, effective
August 1, 2020. Rev. Ennen is from Greenville, Illinois, and brings a wide
array of education and experience to this position. She holds a Bachelor's
Degree in Business Management and a Master of Business Administration, both from Greenville College; a Master of Arts, Leadership & Ministry from Southern Illinois University and a Master of Divinity from the
University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. In 2019, she served as a
Pastoral Intern at the First Presbyterian Church of Edwardsville, Illinois,
assisting in the leadership of the 275-member church. For the past six
years, Chrisy has served as Growth and Nurture Leader at the First Presbyterian Church of Greenville, where she has been responsible for leading the Congregation in both outreach and spiritual growth, including
Christian Education/Youth Group leadership and implementation of
Summer Program development.
Chrisy enjoys interacting with people of all generations. The daughter
of a Minister, pastoral care comes naturally to her. She has keen interest
in the field of mental health, fueled by a desire to help people navigate life
and reach their goals. Chrisy is involved
in the health and wellness field, and has been a PiYo instructor (PilatesYoga) She is a blogger (Daughter of the King), an avid reader, and enjoys
walking on the beach.
Having vacationed here in past years, Chrisy and her husband, Mike, are
familiar with our city and are very much looking forward to becoming actively engaged in Gulf Shores. They are accustomed to being an integral
part of their hometown community and schools. Rev. Ennen will begin
leading the church’s virtual service on August 9.

;
s
t
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Noon; Perdido
Bay UMC Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Food Ministry For Hungry Families:
noon-1 p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church,
corner of West 23rd Ave. and West 4th St.
in Gulf Shores; 251-968-5991.
• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Orange Beach United Methodist Church
Brook's Center.
• Food Bank: 9 - 11 a.m every Wednesday, Perdido Bay Baptist Church, 12600

Sorrento Rd. Pensacola; call for eligiblity
requirements at (850) 492-2604.
• Perdido Key Rotary Club: 7:30 a.m.;
every Wednesday at Triggers.
850.492.8335.
• Storytime at Pensacola Southwest
Branch Library: free; infant to 5; 10:3011; 1-2238 Old Gulf Beach Hwy;
(850)453-7780.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7:30 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Wor-

ship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd.,
(Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

THU, JULY 30
• Lunchtime Beach Games Family
Event: Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores, free for
all, but reservations required; TackyJacks.com,
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole
River Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club,
Flora-Bama), Perdido Key.

• Lauren Murphy: 5; Big Beach Brewing
Company; Gulf Shores.
• Strawberry Daiquiri Sour Small Batch
Tapping: 6; Big Beach Brewing Company;
Gulf Shores.• Bar Trivia Night: 6; Bar 45
Lounge at ONE CLUB, Gulf Shores.
• Delta Donnie: 6; Bier Shack Taproom;
Foley.
• Lauren Murphy: 5; Big Beach Brewing
Company, Gulf Shores.
• Open Mic: 7; Snapper’s; Orange Beach.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 8;
Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.

• Chris Beverly: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Danny Grady: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.
• Lefty Collins: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 8; Tacky Jacks, Ft. Morgan.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• 8 Ball APA: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Jessie Burman: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.

ORANGE BEACH CITY COUNCIL

Orange Beach negotiating with Beach Express owners to add bridge span
By John Mullen
Mayor Tony Kennon says Orange
Beach is in negotiations with the new
owners of the Beach Express Toll
Bridge that could bring significant
changes to the bridge possibly including
a second two-lane span at
“In three years, we’ll have another
bridge so we have two lanes north and
two lanes south,” Kennon said at the
July 21 joint city council session.
The council first
met in a regular
“One way or
session and followed that up with
the other we
work session.
are looking to aKennon
spoke for
get relief with about a half hour on
issues from the toll
our traffic on
bridge to Canal
Canal Road
Road work to buying beachfront propand the exerty for city
pressway.”
residents to use to
expanding use and
regulation of golf carts in the city.
On the bridge, while the city and
bridge company have been in detailed
discussions for the past few months, the
Alabama Department of Transportation
must also give its blessing to any plan
the two come up with, Kennon said.
“The City of Orange Beach and the
bridge company has agreed in terms, in
concepts but it will be up to the state of
Alabama and ALDOT to allow us to
consummate the deal,” Kennon said.
“Included in those in that deal is a
short-term cash value and a long-term
revenue stream for the City of Orange
Beach. I’ve been assured by ALDOT
that if for whatever reason we are not
allowed to consummate that deal they
will build the bridge to the west, it will
be a free bridge which we will support
them on and the City of Gulf Shores
supports them as well.
“One way or the other we are looking
to get relief with our traffic on Canal
Road and the expressway.”
Among other changes Kennon said he
is hoping the company expands the toll
plaza from five booths to 11 and that
two of those – one going each way –
would continually be Freedom Pass

lanes for Orange Beach residents.
“Hopefully that will happen within 18
months,” Kennon said.
The company would agree to a lumpsum upfront payment Kennon said
would be used to help build the new fire
station near The Wharf, build the additions to the police station, buying the
beachfront property the city is looking
to acquire and improvements to the
Beach Express and Canal Road intersection.
Under the current plan yet to be finalized, tolls would remain the same for
five years and then based on the consumer price index or some other economic indicator. Orange Beach
residents would continue to get a discounted rate. The new company is DIF
Capital Partners and has over 100 professionals in eight offices, located in
Amsterdam, Frankfurt, London, Luxembourg, Madrid, Paris, Sydney and
Toronto. Please see www.dif.eu for further information.
Canal Rd. ALDOT Expansion
On Canal Road, work continues on
the south side of the road and also involves the addition of a deceleration
lane leading into the Commons shopping center where the Cactus Cantina
is. Getting in and out of that driveway
is a hazard during the busy season and
Kennon said the goal of the added lane
is to ease some of those concerns.
“We’re going to try put a decel lane in
running hopefully from just to the west
of or close to Pep Boys all the way down
to Cactus Cantina to move traffic into
that right turn lane so that we don’t
have an issue with rear ends and backing traffic up in a significant fashion on
busy days,” Kennon said.
Earlier this month the city voted to
pay the Canal Road contractor to add
wedges to the south side of the road to
allow for five lanes of traffic during
weekends when there is no construction. Currently there are some lane closures on the eastbound side during
construction and a strictly enforced 40
mph speed limit.
Canal Rd. East
The city is now working on plans to
three lane Canal Road from Doc’s to

Wilson Boulevard using Restore Act
money. The city will foot the bill for a
roundabout that will be built near the
art center, senior center and library.
“We’re going to match that $2 million
in Restore money with our $2 million,”
Kennon said. “The reason for the roundabout is twofold. It’s difficult for folks to
get out of those entities on the north
side and make a left turn. This will
allow all three campuses to merge into
the traffic circle. It also requires that
anyone going to Doc’s has to come to the
traffic circle and make the U-turn instead of trying to make the U-Turn at
Kangaroo and backing everybody up
into the intersection.”
Work on this part Canal Road will include the sidewalk project on the north
side crossing over to the south on Callaway Drive to allow golf cart access to
State Route 161 through the police complex.
“So now we have connectivity up and
down and north and south from 161 all
the way to Bear Point,” Kennon said. “If
you cross at Marina Road you can then
come back up to Oak Ridge, go down
Oak Ridge all the way to ballparks. And
from there if you want to cross and go
back north and to The Wharf we’re
going to have that taken care of as
well.”
Golf Cart Path & Usage
This past spring the city had hoped to
conduct meetings with citizens to iron
out an agreement on golf cart usage in
the city.
“The state of Alabama has a certain
set of rules for golf carts and we need to
adhere to those,” Kennon said. “We had
planned on a program in the spring to
bring everyone into compliance, inspect,
register but because of COVID that didn’t happen. We have moved to the fall to
try and do the same thing. Inspect them
to make sure they are street-worthy,
street viable with a number and registration so that they can be identified.”
Street worthy would mean the carts
have to have lights, blinkers and brake
lights. Golf carts are allowed only on
roads with a speed limit of 25 mph or
less. One of the biggest issues, Kennon
said, is with children driving golf carts

on city streets. State law says the driver
must have a state driver’s license to operate them on public streets.
“It is imperative that we understand
that children under 16 is not supposed
to be on a golf cart without an adult
and the adult should be driving,” Kennon said. “We are going to have to try
our best and we have tried our best to
enforce that but we need mom and dad
to help us with that because it is getting to some degree out of control.”
Golf cart usage is perhaps highest in
the Bear Point neighborhood and up
and down the north side of Canal Road.
It is currently a five-foot sidewalk from
Gulf Avenue in Bear Point to Callaway
or the north entrance to the Orange
Beach Police Station.
“We have been working on engineering
on multi-modal paths on Canal Road,”
Kennon said. “We have hopefully connected most everything in town to some
degree. What we’ve been working with
engineers on are pathways.”
The city is also looking at adding a
multi-use sidewalk from Oak Street or
the Undertow strip mall to East Wharf
Parkway with connections to the south
side of the road to the new Orange
Beach High School/Middle School campus.
Beachfront Property Purchase
Kennon said the city has been searching for the past four years to find property on the beach residents can access
and says they are close to a deal.
“It is very difficult in today’s prices to
find something that works,” Kennon
said. “The last two years off and on we
have been working with a private group
to acquire a piece of property that we
think will serve our needs.”
The property the city hopes to acquire
– Kennon said it was too early to identify where it is – already has a structure on it and could likely be used the
way city leaders want.
“It currently has a building on it that
will serve a dual purpose for us which
will tremendously reduce the overall investment for beachfront use for our residents and at the same time accomplish
two other things that we need,” he said.
“We have a deal but we have not signed
a contract. I expect to sign the contract
this week and then we will bring it to
council.”
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• Rick Whaley & Tommy Mazzulo: 6; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Bell & The Bull: 6; Oso; Orange Beach.
• Rotary Club of Gulf Shores/Orange
Beach: noon; Gulf Shores Golf Club; visiting Rotarians and guests invited.
• Gulf Shores United Methodist Church
Bread Ministry: 9-10; every Thursday;
room 103 on the south campus, next to
Crossroad; 251 968-2411.
• Adult Bible Study: 10 a.m.; Gulf Shores
Presbyterian Church; all welcome; (251)
968-7720.
• Gulf Shores Library Pre-school (3-5)
Story Time: 10:30 a.m.; 251-968-1176.
• Orange Beach Bridge Club: Tue. &
Thur at noon; Orange Beach Senior Center; 251-981-3440.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

FRI, JULY 31

• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Legends in Concert w. Elvis, Britney
Spears, Michael Jackson & Luke Bryan:
7:30; OWA; Foley.
• Watkins Band: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Kim Carson & The Real Deal: 5; The
Angry Crab; Orange Beach.
• 3 Bean Soup: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• Bo Grant (formerly of The Drifters): 9;
Papa Roccos; Gulf Shores.
• Emily Stuckey Band: 6; Big Beach
Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Two Old Guys: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.

• Gypsy Pearl: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Classic June: 5; The Angry Crab Amphitheater; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke w. Kelly Ann: 6; American Legion Post 99; Foley.
• Doc Johnson Band: 9; Sandshaker at
The Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Justin Fobes: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Rhonda Hart & Justin Fobes: 6; Purple
Parrot Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Roger & Elaine: 7.; American Legion
Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• Open Jam w. Mackie Lister: 7, American Legion Post 199; Fairhope.
• Brandon Styles Magic Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• First Friday Art Walk: 7 p.m. til; historic downtown Fairhope.
• Foley Rotary Club: 12:15 p.m.; Gift
Horse Restaurant in Foley; foleyrotary
@gulftel.com.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

SAT, AUG 1
• Free Milk Giveaway: 9 a.m.; Foley
United Methodist Church, 915 N Pine St.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Wing Beat: 5; The Angry Crab; Orange
Beach.
• Open Mic at The Sand Bar: 1 p.m.; Pirates Cove; Josephine.

Junior Woman’s Club new member social Aug. 6 at 158 Dockside
The Pleasure Island Junior Woman's Club will kick off
the 2020-21 year with a membership meeting outside at
Mile Marker 158 Dockside, located inside Spring Hill
Suites at The Wharf, on Thursday, August 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Brittany Grimes will play music and appetizers will be provided along with one free drink ticket per guest.
If the state's mask order is still in place, guests and members will wear masks and get to know each other as safely
as possible. Potential members uncomfortable in public
gatherings are asked to like the group’s facebook page and
learn about other opportunities to participate in PIJWC
events.
Mile Marker 158 is part of the Wharf Restaurant Group,
which includes Ginny Lane, Villaggio Grille, & YoHo Rum
and Tacos.
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COOKIN’ WITH CAROLYN
BY CAROLYN GODFREY
Thai Coconut Shrimp and Rice
2 red bell peppers, cut into strips
1 (32 oz.) container chicken broth
1-1/2 cups uncooked converted rice,(like Uncle Ben)
1 Tbsp. garlic-chili sauce
1 (14 oz.) can coconut milk
10 (1/8 inch-thick) slices peeled fresh ginger
5 garlic cloves, minced
1-1/2 pounds peeled, medium-size fresh shrimp
2 cups fresh sugar snap peas, trimmed
1/2 cup (1-inch) sliced green onion tops
1/3 cup fresh lime juice
Place first 7 ingredients in a 5-qt. electric slow cooker; stir
well. Cover and cook on LOW 4 hours. Increase to HIGH. Add
shrimp and remaining 3 ingredients; cover and cook 50 minutes or just until shrimp turn pink. Spoon into bowls. Yield: 8
servings.
Enjoy!

Alligators & Ale 5K/Fun Run & cornhole tourney is Oct. 3
Registration is open for the Oct. 3 Alligators & Ale 5K/Fun Run
& Cornhole Tournament, an all day event (race starts at 8 a.m.;
Fun Run at 9 a.m.; cornhole tourney at 11 a.m.) at Alligator Alley
in Summerdale that benefits The Miracle League of Coastal Alabama. Early race registration is $30 for adults and $20 for children and includes event t-shirt, race bag and admission to
Alligator Alley. Pre-register online at events.com or on the day of
the event at 6:30 a.m. The Sunset Baldwin Rotary Club is the
fundraiser host.

• Red & The Revelers: 6; Big Beach
Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• The Red Field: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Fat Lip: 9; Sandshaker at The Wharf;
Orange Beach.
• Bo Grant: 9; Papa Roccos; Gulf Shores.
• Open Jukebox: 9; The Office, Foley.
• Karaoke: 7; Tacky Jacks, Fort Morgan.
• Hippie Jim: 11; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Beave & Cleave: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.
• Travis Bowlin: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• Darrell Roberts: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.
• Coastal Fire: 6; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Jim McAdams: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.
• Bruti: 6:30; American Legion Post 99;
Foley.
• John Clayton: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• Open Juke Box: 9; The Office, Foley.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• Bo Grant: 9; Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Kalyn Muller: 4; Tiki Beach Bar at
American Legion Post 199; Fairhope.
• Open Mic Jam w. Robin Crooks: 7;
American Legion Post 199; Fairhope.
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• The Favorites Band: 7; Alabama Gulf
Coast Music Hall; Foley.
• Brandon Styles Variety Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Optimist Club of Perdido Bay: Breakfast every Saturday at 7 a.m. at the Lillian Community Club in Lillian; (251)
961-2620.
• AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Ladies AA: 9 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

SUN, AUG 2
• The Church at the Flora-Bama: 9 a.m.;
Flora-Bama Tent Stage, Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Frank Fletcher Trio: 5; The Angry
Crab; Orange Beach.
• Modern Eldorados: 4; Tiki Beach Bar at
American Legion Post 199; Fairhope.
• Thomas Jenkins & Jon Cook: 6; Big
Beach Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Light Travelers: 5; Lucy Buffett’s
Lulu’s; Gulf Shores.
• JJ Mack: 11; Tacky Jacks, Orange

Beach.
• Southern Puffer: 9; Papa Roccos; Gulf
Shores.
• Greg Brown: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Transit Soul: 6; The Point, Pensacola.
• John Fowler: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Gary Story & Rickstar: 6; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Danny Grady: 2; Fraternal Order of Eagles; Foley.
• Open Mic at The Sand Bar: 1 p.m.; Pirates Cove; Josephine.
• Roger & Elaine: 5; American Legion
Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• Lisa Christian: 4; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• AA: 5 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

MON, AUG 3
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 8; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
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Friends & family wish Sonja Bankston well on milestone birthday
Brother Bruce Bankston, on behalf of her loving friends, family (and, of
course, her special friend, Fast Eddie) here in the United States and in
Germany, sends out birthday wishes to Sonja Bankston, as she celebrates
her milestone birthday on Aug. 5. Active in three Catholic Churches Saint Margaret’s of Scotland, Our Lady of the Gulf, and St. Thomas-bythe-Sea - Sonja also has leadership positions with American Legion Post
44 in Gulf Shores, Graham Creek Estates Home Owners Assn., and the
Gulf Shores Lions Club. A Baldwin County High School grad and Foley
resident, Sonja is a Navy Lieutenant OE3 retired and earned her B.S. in
nursing from South Alabama.

O.B. Recreation Center temporarily closed after positive staff tests
The Orange Beach Recreation Center has been closed until further notice due to three staff members testing positive for
COVID-19. The City’s Expect Excellence and Camp Sunshine programs will also be temporarily shut down. The 24-hour access fitness center is beding sanitized daily and remains accessible with
a current membership. The Aquatics Center also remains open.
When the Rec Center re-opens, summer hours will resume Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. The center is not allowing day passes, guest passes or nonresident memberships at this time. For the most current info, visit
the Rec Center’s facebook page or contact director Jonathan
Langston at jlangston@orangebeachal.gov or 251-269-4596.
Camp Sunshine, Expect Excellence and Recreation Center staff
were all tested, and the Rec Center and its programs will re-open
when all of the test results and city officials feel that it is safe to
open.
The safety of the children, families, citizens and City employees
is the utmost concern of Orange Beach City Council and Administration. And parents will be contacted when the Summer Camp
programs and the Recreation Center are ready to re-open safely.

• JJ Mack: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Hippie Jim Sloan: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.
• Cole Decker: 9; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Sandy Roots Songwriters Night: 6; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Big Beach Trivia: 7; Big Beach Brewing
Company; Gulf Shores.
• Bingo: 6; American Legion Post 44, Gulf
Shores.
• 8 Ball APA: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Brandon Styles Magic Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• Overeaters Anonymous: 6; Holy Spirit
Episcopal Church; Gulf Shores, 616 Ft.
Morgan Rd.; 251-709-5907.
• Orange Beach Community Center Association Monthly Covered Dish Dinner:
social at 5, dinner at 6:30 p.m.; all winter
guests welcome; Canal Road next to the
Recreation Center; 251-981-1942.
• T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly):
weigh-in 5:30; meeting 6; First Presbyterian Church of Foley; (Berry & Highway
59).
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Ladies AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

TUE, AUG 4
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Legends in Concert w. Elvis, Britney

Spears, Michael Jackson & Luke Bryan:
7:30; OWA; Foley.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Chris Morreau: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.
• Chauncy Crandall: 5; Lucy Buffett’s
Lulu’s; Gulf Shores.
• JJ Mack: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Hippie Jim & Friends: 6; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Bingo: 5; 45 Restaurant & Bar; One
Club, Gulf Shores.
• Line Dancing: 6; American Legion Post
44, Gulf Shores.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 8;
Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• Karaoke w. Kelly: 8; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Pool Tourney: 7; Snapper’s; Orange
Beach.
• Brandon Styles Variety Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Orange Beach City Council Meeting: 5
p.m.; City Hall; 980-INFO.
• Gulf Shores Kiwanis Club: Palmer Dining Room at Craft Farms; noon; new
members and guests always welcome;
251-981-9999.
• Kiwanis Club of Big Lagoon: 7:30 a.m.;
Perdido Bay UMC Activities Center,
13660 Innerarity Point Road, Pensacola,
info: Sarah De Lazzer, 262-749-4241.
• Kiwanis Club of Foley: Noon on Tuesdays at Ryan's in Foley; 251-968-6288.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

• Al-Anon: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

WED, AUG 5
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Adam Holt: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Troy Martin: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Tiki Karaoke: 6; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.
• Chris Beverly: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Cory Reznor: 7; Tacky Jacks, Fort Morgan.
• Two Old Guys: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• Artie Hopkins: 5; American Legion Post
99; Foley.
• Scott Koehn: 6; Oso; Orange Beach.
• Gary Story & Friends: 9; Sandshaker
at The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 6; American Legion Post 44,
Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• John Joiner & Darrel Roberts: 7; Hub
Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 9; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• BBRC Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores; lafleetfeet.com.
• Trivia (7:30) Karaoke (9): The Office,
Foley.
• Brandon Styles Magic Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post

Discount grocer Aldi will open, distribution center, three stores in Baldwin County
International grocery store chain ALDI, plans to open
more than 70 new stores, including stores in Foley,
Spanish Fort and Fairhope, by the end of the year as
well as a regional distribution center in Loxley.
The new regional headquarters and distribution center in Loxley will serve stores in South Alabama, and
throughout the Florida Panhandle and Louisiana.
ALDI currently operates 180 stores in Alabama and
Florida, with four regional headquarters and distribution centers in the area.
The retailer purchased 160 acres in Loxley’s industrial and warehousing district, north of I-10 exit 44. The
upcoming 564,000-square-foot facility will bring approximately $100 million in capital investment and create 200 jobs for Loxley and Baldwin County.
Construction is scheduled to begin in early 2021.
“We are eager for ALDI to expand its presence in our
state,” said Alabama Governor Kay Ivey. “We’re proud
to stand behind ALDI’s commitment to bringing value
to the people of Alabama and the Gulf Coast region,
and we welcome the company’s plans for a regional
headquarters and distribution hub in Loxley that will
create jobs for our hardworking citizens.”
The expansion will be the grocery retailer’s first step
into Baldwin County, but not in Alabama. ALDI currently operates 30 stores across Alabama, with a mission to provide a faster, easier and smarter way to save
money on high-quality groceries and more.
“We are ready to bring the ALDI difference to new
markets in Alabama, like Baldwin County,” said Dan
Gavin, ALDI’s Vice President of Real Estate. “We’re
ramping up our expansion plans to meet the growing
demand along the Gulf Coast.”

“We are proud that ALDI has selected Loxley for this
monumental investment,” said Richard Teal, mayor of
Loxley. “Bringing a regional headquarters is great for
Loxley, Baldwin County and Alabama.”
ALDI plans to open 70 new stores by the end of the
year across its entire footprint, which puts the company
on pace to become the third-largest U.S. grocer by store
count by the end of 2022.
“ALDI’s new regional headquarters and distribution
center will create new job opportunities for the Baldwin County workforce and contribute to our economy,”
said Jeb Ball, Baldwin County Commission economic
development chair. “ALDI’s growth and success will
contribute to overall economic health and help meet the
needs of our growing population. We welcome them to
Baldwin County.”
ALDI U.S., a leader in the grocery retailing industry
since 1976, announced plans to construct a new regional headquarters and distribution center in Loxley,
Alabama, to support the company’s growing footprint
along the Gulf Coast.
“Each new store is an opportunity to serve another
community, which is an honor and responsibility we do
not take lightly,” said Jason Hart, CEO of ALDI U.S.
“As we continue to expand, we promise to do everything in our power to offer low prices every day, without
exception. In fact, as food costs are rising across the
country, we’re lowering prices on hundreds of items to
meet our customers’ increased need for savings.”
In recent years, ALDI has invested more than $5 billion in a multi-year, nationwide growth initiative to update existing stores and to open hundreds of new
locations.
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99; Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.; all
levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and West 2nd St.
• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Noon; Perdido Bay
UMC Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity
Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Food Ministry For Hungry Families: noon-1
p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church, corner of West
23rd Ave. and West 4th St. in Gulf Shores;
251-968-5991.
• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Orange
Beach United Methodist Church Brook's Center.
• Food Bank: 9 - 11 a.m every Wednesday,
Perdido Bay Baptist Church, 12600 Sorrento
Rd. Pensacola; call for eligiblity requirements
at (850) 492-2604.
• Gulf Shores Garden Club: 9:30 a.m.; first
Wednesday of each month September thru
May; Harry Roberts Senior Community
House; 300 E. 16th Avenue, Gulf Shores; new
members and guests always welcome; 251968-5683.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity
Point) Pensacola.

• AA: 7:30 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

THU, AUG 6
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River Grill &
Flora-Bama Yacht Club, Flora-Bama), Perdido
Key.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Bar Trivia Night: 6; Bar 45 Lounge at ONE
CLUB, Gulf Shores.
• Ronnie Pressley: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Johnny McCann Band: 6; Big Beach Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Pale Moon Rising: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange Beach.
• Danny Grady: 3; Fraternal Order of Eagles;
Foley.
• Tim Roberts: 6; The Tin Top Restaurant,
Bon Secour.
• Karaoke w. Kelly: 8; Sandshaker at The

Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Noon Tunes w. Andrew: 1; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Rick Whaley & Tommy Mazzulo: 6; Purple
Parrot Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• HartStrings: 6:30; The Point; Innerarity
Point.
• Delta Donnie: 6; Bier Shack Taproom; Foley.
• Karaoke: 7; Tacky Jack’s, Ft. Morgan.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 9; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• The Favorites Band: 7; Alabama Gulf Coast
Music Hall; Foley.
• Karaoke: 10; The Undertow; Orange Beach.
• 8 Ball APA: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Gulf Shores United Methodist Church
Bread Ministry: 9-10; every Thursday; room
103 on the south campus, next to Crossroad;
251 968-2411.
• Grief Support Group: noon-1:30 p.m.; First
Presbyterian Church of Foley; 195 E. Berry
Ave.; for all who are grieving; 943-8325.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity
Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity
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Point) Pensacola.

FRI, AUG 7
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Mark Fletcher Trio: 5; The Angry Crab;
Orange Beach.
• JERI: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Destiny Brown: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• The Waxing Moon: 6; Big Beach Brewing Company, Gulf Shores.
• Gambino Duo: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Les Linton: 7; Tacky Jacks, Fort Morgan.
• Justin Fobes: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Justin Fobes & Rhonda Hart: 6; Purple
Parrot Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Two Old Guys: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.
• Mid-Life Crisis: 9; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Bo Grant: 9; Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• Roger & Elaine: 7.; American Legion
Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• The Favorites Band: 7; Alabama Gulf
Coast Music Hall; Foley.
• Open Jam: 7; American Legion Post
199; Fairhope.
• Karaoke w. Kelly Ann: 6; American Legion Post 99; Foley.
• Pool Tournament: 6; The Office, Foley.
• Brandon Styles Magic Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• First Friday Art Walk: 7 p.m. til; historic downtown Fairhope.
• Foley Rotary Club: 12:15 p.m.; Gift

Save Underdogs Paddleboard raffle set for Aug. 1
Save Underdogs will raffle off a Bote paddleboard and
paddle on Aug.1 at the Perdido Key Sports Bar (you do not
have to be present to win) to raise money for the local chapter of the non-profit with a mission statement to rescue
sick, injured, abused and neglected dogs of all breeds, all
sizes and all ages.
The Perdido Key Sports Bar, located at 13583 Perdido Key
Dr. and tickets are $5 each, six for $20 or 35 for $100. For
more ticket info, visit aveunderdogsperdido.com or Face
Book or call call Mary Ann Searight at 612-860-2432.
Over 5000 dogs have been rescued, rehabilitated and rehomed since Save The Underdogs was formed in 2004.
There is no one size or one breed perimeter. The majority
of our work is serving those that others have cast out. Save
Underdogs is a 100% volunteer/foster based rescue that depends fully on fund raising and donations.
Pictured: Taylor Keithahn and Taylor Folds with the Bote
paddleboard and a Save Underdogs alumni named Amica,
Italian for friend. She was adopted by Cynthia Kelsey, and
Jim Knifer and is living the dream with her own swimming
pool and boat. She has a little sister named Cara, who she
is extremely fond of.

Horse Restaurant in Foley; foleyrotary
@gulftel.com.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

SAT, AUG 8
• Free Milk Giveaway: 9 a.m.; Foley
United Methodist Church, 915 N Pine St.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Legends in Concert w. Elvis, Britney
Spears, Michael Jackson & Luke Bryan:
4 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.; OWA; Foley.
• Jan & The Hangmen: 9; Papa Roccos;
Gulf Shores.
• Augie Savage Duo: 5; The Angry Crab;
Orange Beach.
• Sticky Too: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Strickly Isbell: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• Brittany Grimes: 11; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.
• Yeah! Probably: 6; Big Beach Brewing
Company, Gulf Shores.
• Gear Head: 9; The Office, Foley.
• Beave & Cleave: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.
• Mid-Life Crisis: 9; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Johnny Barbato: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.

• Gary Story & Rickstar: 6; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Jim McAdams: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.
• Jan & Smokey: 9; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• Open Mic at The Sand Bar: 1 p.m.; Pirates Cove; Josephine.
• Cole Decker: 4; Sandshaker at The
Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Stone Country: 6:30; American Legion
Post 99; Foley.

• Free Veteran’s Breakfast: 9-10 a.m.;
American Legion Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke: 8; Tacky Jacks, Ft. Morgan.
• The Favorites Band: 7; Alabama Gulf
Coast Music Hall; Foley.
• Coastal Alabama Farmers and Fishermans Market: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 20733 Miflin Rd. (County Rd. 20), Foley.
• Brandon Styles Variety Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Baldwin County Genealogical Society:
10 a.m.; public invited; Foley Library;
319 East Laurel Ave.
• Optimist Club of Perdido Bay: breakfast every Saturday at 7 a.m. at the Lillian Community Club in Lillian; (251)
961-2620.
• AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• AA: 7 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Ladies AA: 9 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
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Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

Sway to sound of steel drums
at OWA’s Aug. 1 Caribbean Day

The Haven For Animals celebrates 10,000 pet adoptions
Lindsay Walker of Gulf Shores adopts 3-year old Kaiser
By Carolyn Speed
The Haven for Animals in Fairhope recently celebrated a huge milestone
-- its 10,000th pet adoption. The lucky dog is a 3-year-old black Labrador
Retriever, named Kaiser, who had been waiting patiently for a forever
home. The happy adopter is Lindsay Walker, of Gulf Shores, who fell in
love with Kaiser, after finding him on The Haven’s website.
Lindsay had no idea that she was the 10,000th adopter. When she arrived at the shelter to pick up Kaiser, she was greeted with a big celebration, including the song, “Celebrate,” balloons, cheering by the staff, and
a huge box of treats, toys, and food for Kaiser. Kaiser was excited, too!
Kaiser’s adoption was a “curbside pickup” to continue with contactless
adoption procedures during COVID-19. The small staff practiced safe social distancing during the adoption and celebration.
Lindsay said she expected the adoption to be a hard process, because of
the virus, but the people at The Haven were so helpful, understanding,
and quick to reply.
She recommends that other people adopt now, as it was an easy process
and a great experience.
“I’m thinking of getting a second dog in the future and will definitely
use The Haven again,” she said.
Excited about the 10,000th adoption, the Haven’s Executive Director,
Michael Graham, said, “The Haven continues to have a significant impact
on the animals and people of Baldwin County, due to the many programs
we provide to the community.
Rehabilitating and rehoming abused and neglected animals like Kaiser
is a critical part of our mission to end pet homelessness. We are thrilled
to celebrate this exciting milestone, especially during these challenging
times. Our life-saving mission has never waivered, as our doors continue
to remain open during COVID-19, as we implement new, innovative and
safe ways to keep saving homeless pets.
“These pivotable achievements would not be possible without the dedication and passion of our staff, volunteers, and other stakeholders in the
communities that we serve,” he added.
The Haven is an adoption guarantee, nonprofit animal shelter, leading
Baldwin County in ending the euthanasia of dogs and cats in our animal
control shelters. It relies on donations for its wonderful work. You can
help, by making a donation to The Haven, P.O. Box 1063, Fairhope, AL
36533, or havenforanimals.org. Every dollar counts!
The Haven has worked on the no-kill movement since 2000. In addition
to the shelter, and adoptions, The Haven has many helpful programs, including emergency pet food assistance, veterinary care for their animals,
educational programs, and much more.
To see pictures of their adoptable animals and to begin the adoption
process, please visit the website. For every animal that is adopted, another is saved by The Haven.
To become a fan of The Haven, go to Facebook.com/havenforanimals, twitter (@HavenforAnimals) and Instagram (@theHavenForAnimals).
Pictured: Lindsay Walker and her new dog, Kaiser.

Cast your cares away at
OWA’s Caribbean Day on
Saturday, Aug. 1 from noon
‘til 10 p.m. Sway to the
sounds of the steel drums,
compete for the coolest
Hawaiian t-shirt, and prepare to be surrounded by the
calypso music and a worryfree mentality at the Foley
amusement park and retail
center. Enjoy two free performances from Southwinds
Steel Drum Band, plus prepare for a special guest Hawaiian T-Shirt Santa!
There’s no entry fee for the
Hawaiian T-Shirt Contest.
First prize is $100, and the
prize is $50 for second. Third
place wins $25. Santa will
also be doing a special giveaway for four VIP seats at
our Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony! Anyone who enters the free t-shirt contest
will receive a raffle ticket.
For more info, visit 251923-2111 or go to
visitowa.com.

South Bald. Literacy Council
cancels Trivia Night fundraiser
The South Baldwin County
Literacy Council will has
cancelled its annual trivia
night fundraiser at the Foley
Civic Center. The SBLC’s
major fundraiser of the year,
the trivia contest also has
always included a silent auction, pick-a-pot, live auction,
and heads or tails rounds.
“This event typically brings
in close to $20K that allows
us to keep providing free
services for Baldwin
County,’’ said SBLC’s
Mitchell Lee.
“We are reaching out to the
community to still support
us with a donation even
though we are not holding
the event due to covid - 19,’’
he added.
Donations to SBLC can be
mailed to its physical address, 21441 Hwy 98 East,
Foley, AL, 36535 or through
the non-profit’s website:
southbaldwinliteracycouncil.com.

SUN, AUG 9
• The Church at the Flora-Bama: 9 a.m.;
Flora-Bama Tent Stage, Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Legends in Concert w. Elvis, Britney
Spears, Michael Jackson & Luke Bryan:
4 p.m.; OWA; Foley.
• Cadillac Attack: 5; Lucy Buffett’s
Lulu’s; Gulf Shores.
• Vickie Bailey: 5; The Angry Crab; Orange Beach.
• J & J: 9; Papa Roccos; Gulf Shores.
• Damian Lamb: 11; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Neil Dover: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Jerry Laberge: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.
• Skyline Kings: 6; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.
• Open Mic at The Sand Bar: 1 p.m.; Pirates Cove; Josephine.
• Danny Grady: 2; Fraternal Order of Eagles; Foley.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• Lisa Christian: 4; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf
Shores.
• Roger & Elaine: 5; American Legion
Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• John Joiner & Friends: 4; Hub Stacey’s
at the Point; Innerarity Point.
• 9 Ball APA: 6; The Office, Foley.
• AA: 5 p.m.; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

• Celebrate Recovery: (Christ centered
12 step program); Monday evenings at 6
p.m.; Christian Life Church in Orange
Beach; 251-967-4840.
• Overeaters Anonymous: 6; Holy Spirit
Episcopal Church; Gulf Shores, 616 Ft.
Morgan Rd.; 251-709-5907.
• T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly):
weigh-in 5:30; meeting 6; First Presbyterian Church of Foley; (Berry & Highway
59).
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Ladies AA: 10 a.m.; Perdido Bay UMC
Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

TUE, AUG 11
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Legends in Concert w. Elvis, Britney
Spears, Michael Jackson & Luke Bryan:
7:30; OWA; Foley.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Ryan Linguitti: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Greg Brown: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• John Mitchell Cooke: 1; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Hippie Jim & Friends: 6; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Bingo: 5; 45 Restaurant & Bar; One

MON, AUG 10
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 9; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Hippie Jim: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange
Beach.
• Jonathan Puzan: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki
Bar; Perdido Key.
• Cole Decker: 9; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Songwriters Night: 6; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Big Beach Trivia: 7; Big Beach Brewing
Company; Gulf Shores.
• Sandy Roots Songwriters Night: 6; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Bingo: 6; American Legion Post 44, Gulf
Shores.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:30 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• 8 Ball League: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Brandon Styles Magic Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
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Khushi Patel & Tanner Jones earn G.S. Lions scholarships
Khushi Patel and Tanner Jones, the club’s 2020 Hugh Branyon Scholarship Award winners, were special guests when the Gulf Shores
Lions Club met for the first time in four months on July 15. Both graduated from Gulf Shores High School in May with 3.9 GPA’s.
Willing volunteers at school and in the community, the recipients
were touted as leaders by their teachers through their participated in
the Lions’ sponsored Leo Club and many other clubs at school.
Khushi was president of the National Honor Society and also a Student Government and Peer Helpers office holder at GSHS. Also on the
bowling team. Khushi has volunteered extensively in the community
for most of her life.
“Not only has being apart of clubs at Gulf Shores High School help
me realize how much helping others means to me, they have taught
me about leadership, commitment, organization, and have helped
build my character as a whole,’’ Khushi said.
She plans to major in biomedical sciences at Auburn and become an
ER physician.
“Through my internship at South Baldwin Regional Medical Center,
I have fallen in love with helping others from a medical standpoint as
well, and hope to continue doing that as my future career,’’ she said.
A certified CPR instructor, Khushi was treasurer and vice president
of Leo Club for two years. She was also philanthropy chair for International Club.
“Khushi helps me not only with International Club, but also with
Peer Helpers. She is an asset to this invaluable organization, always
volunteering to jump in and help a fellow classmate or student in
need,’’ said Amanda Talantis, a teacher and advisor at GSHS.
A captain on the Dolphin football team, Tanner was also a state final
qualifier in track, and was in the National Honor Society and Jesus
Club at school.
He plans to attend Coastal Alabama Community College and then
Troy to study nursing and social studies in hopes of being a positive
influence on others.
“I am a very modest person who loves to see the positivity in everything to work smoothly,’’ he said. “By having positive and influential
energy, everything is powerful enough to create success and wellness
in life.’’
“Jacob always seems to lead by example in the classroom and does
not conform to others. He is true to who he is, which I believe is very
important in today’s society,’’ said Ashley Watley, social studies chair
at GSHS. “He has a kind heart and always has a smile on his face.’’
“They both did a great job telling us about their past volunteer work
in the community and with the Leo's, as well as, their future endeavors,’’ said club president Chris Coaker. “They have very bright futures.’’
The Gulf Shores Lions Club wil continue to meet while adhering to
current CDC guidelines every second and fourth Wednesday of the
month at noon at the Gulf Shores Adult Activity Center. The club’s
next fundraiser is its Oct. 9 Golf Tournament at The Peninsula. For
more club info, contact Coaker at 251-228-2254
or
chriscoaker98@gmail.com

Club, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke w. Kelly: 8; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Line Dancing: 6; American Legion Post
44, Gulf Shores.
• Brandon Styles Variety Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Orange Beach Grief Support Group: 10
a.m.; Orange Beach Senior Activity Center, 26251 Canal Rd.; 251-943-5015.
• Celebrate Recovery Meeting: 6; includes free dinner; open to all; Orange
Beach United Methodist Church; 251981-6751 or 850-419-1141.
• Orange Beach City Council Meeting: 5
p.m.; City Hall; 980-INFO.
• Overcomers Outreach: 7 p.m.; First
Baptist Church of Orange Beach; 9801705.
• Gulf Shores Kiwanis Club: Palmer Dining Room at Craft Farms; noon; new
members and guests always welcome;
251-981-9999.
• Kiwanis Club of Foley: Noon on Tuesdays at Ryan's in Foley; 251-968-6288.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship

Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.
• Al-Anon: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Activities Center, 13660 Innerarity Point
Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

WED, AUG 12
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: 11 a.m. ‘til; (includes Ole River
Grill & Flora-Bama Yacht Club, FloraBama), Perdido Key.
• Legends in Concert w. Elvis, Britney
Spears, Michael Jackson & Luke Bryan:
7:30; OWA; Foley.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon;
Church of Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf
Shores; (new members welcome).
• Adam Holt: 5; Lucy Buffett’s Lulu’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Austin Thompson: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.
• Delta Donnie: 7; Tacky Jacks, Fort Morgan.
• Karaoke: 7:30; Live Bait, Orange
Beach.
• Gary Story & Friends: 9; Sandshaker

at The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Two Old Guys: 3; Fraternal Order of
Eagles; Foley.
• Open Mic: 6; Tacky Jack’s, Gulf Shores.
• Troy Martin: 1; Purple Parrot Tiki Bar;
Perdido Key.
• Karaoke w. J.W. Baker: 6; Purple Parrot
Tiki Bar; Perdido Key.
• Scott Koehn: 6; Oso; Orange Beach.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 9; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Artie Hopkins: 5; American Legion Post
99; Foley.
• Karaoke: 6; American Legion Post 44,
Gulf Shores.
• John Joiner & Darrel Roberts: 7; Hub
Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• BBRC Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores; lafleetfeet.com.
• Trivia (7:30) Karaoke (9): The Office,
Foley.
• Brandon Styles Magic Show: 7; OWA,
Foley.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post
99; Foley.

Gulf State Park Pier will open sometime in August
By Fran Thompson
The re-opening of the Gulf State Park Pier
has been delayed until sometime in August due
to work stoppages during recent storms and
additional unplanned plumbing and electrical
improvements, but officials are assuring visitors that the $2.4 million renovation to one of
the Gulf ’s premier piers will be worth the wait.
Improvements include replacing the wooden
decking and handrails, creating a new accessible observation
deck, and installing new turtlefriendly lighting
“The pier reopening delay was
caused by several
factors, including
shipping delays
due to COVID-19,
minor structural
damage from Tropical Storm Cristobal, and in order to
address the conditions of the electric
and water lines,’’
said Gary Ellis, Director Community Relations
and Administration at Gulf State Park.
Since the pipes were located under the decking, contractors were unaware of the poor condition of electric and water lines until the
existing decking was removed, Ellis said. The
new electric lines will be housed above the
decking in conduits, making it easier for maintenance teams to access going forward.
“We are taking the opportunity to make these
upgrades now, rather than closing the pier
down again in the future,’’ Ellis said.
The pier has been closed since May 11. The replacement decking and handrails will utilize
Ipe, a Brazilian hardwood with a projected
lifespan of 30 years compared to 10 years for
the treated pine that is being replaced.
Handrails will be tilted to prevent anglers and

visitors from leaving material on top of the
handrails and gulls and pelicans from using
the handrails as perches.
The most anticipated new feature at the revamped pier will be a 50-foot by 24-foot observation deck at the octagon on the end of the
1,544-foot-long structure. The observation deck
will allow visitors to sightsee without interfering with fishermen and also be a safer place for
children and tourist group trips to congregate.
Bathrooms, concession areas and
the bait shop areas
will also be renovated. Other new
features include
new covered seating for the concession area, indoor
tackle and souvenir retail, comfort stations at the
midpoint of the
pier and wheelchair accessible
rail fishing.
The renovation
being funded by a federal grant through the
Natural Resource Damage Assessment program of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
The old pier was destroyed in 2004 by Hurricane Ivan. At 1,540 feet, the new pier is the
second longest pier on the Gulf of Mexico and
has 2,448 feet of fishing space. Sheepshead,
Red Drum, Spanish Mackerel, Flounder,
Florida Pompano, Cobia and King Mackerel
and Sharks are common fish caught at the pier.
"We’re doing everything within our power to
make Gulf State Park’s iconic fishing pier the
most enjoyable and memorable experience for
our visitors,’’ Ellis said. “The pier reopening
celebration will be in August and we will share
more details about the event on our Facebook
page soon. Stay tuned."
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PICTURES OF THE WEEK

Dolphins put on a show for Jan Devos.
“Somewhere Over the Rainbows” is the caption with this
picture from Jeannette Goddard of Perdido Key
Bear Point at sunset from Larry Hester.

Courtney Gibb shares a shot
from Tropical Storm Cristobal.

“Is it a T-Rex or Spuds McKenzie blocking the sun?’’ asks Three
Blake of Orange Beach about this shot taken at Bear Point Marina.

“Our friend hanging out with
us on Cotton Bayou,’’ writes
Jim Reed.
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“Hiking with Hailey” explores Alabama's great outdoors
By David Rainer
Al. Dept. of Cons. & Nat. Resoures
For someone who really doesn’t care
for insects, Hailey Sutton has put her
fears behind her to share Alabama’s
great outdoors via her increasingly popular “Hiking with Hailey” segments on
Montgomery’s WSFA-TV.
Sutton, who hails from Red Oak,
Texas, has been in Alabama for less
than a year after her first TV gig in
Montana.
The weekend sports anchor at WSFA,
Sutton has a background in soccer
rather than the outdoors. Despite her
lack of outdoors experience, she pursued an idea of hiking through numerous Alabama State Parks and other
natural wonders. That concept blossomed into weekly episodes that may
turn out to be more than the summertime feature she originally envisioned.
“This whole series is kind of funny,”
Sutton said. “I don’t really like to be
dirty, and I’m terrified of bugs. Living in
Alabama, this has been challenging. My
first job was in Montana, and their
bible up there is the outdoors. I had
wanted to do a similar series in Montana, but I just didn’t have the resources.
“When I moved here, I saw all these
different parks. I was able to pitch the
idea to my boss, and then the coronavirus happened. That kind of gave me
a chance to step away from sports since
they haven’t had as many sports going
on.”
Sutton admits the series has caused
her to expand her horizons to provide
her viewers with snapshots of the
beauty of Alabama.
“It was a refreshing way to push myself out of my comfort zone,” she said.
“In this past weekend’s episode at
Cheaha State Park, our guide had us
eat a leaf. If you had told me three
years ago that I would be on TV eating
plants for my job, I would have LOLed.
But it’s been really fun to do something
different and push myself.”
The Cheaha State Park episode, where
Park Naturalist Mandy Pearson got
Sutton to sample a leaf from the sourwood tree, was the sixth in the series
that started at Oak Mountain State
Park.
“Cheaha was awesome,” Sutton said of
the park that sits atop the highest
mountain in the state. “I’d seen pictures
and videos of Cheaha, but pictures and
videos can’t do justice to how cool it is
to get up there and be able to see all the
way to Birmingham, which seems crazy
to me.
“I’ve just been blown away by how diverse Alabama is. What we have focused on each week is trying to show

something every week. We started out
at Oak Mountain, which is the largest
state park (9,940 acres) in Alabama. So,
if you’re looking to get a little bit of
everything, that’s a great place to
start.”
Sutton decided to downsize the next
week with a visit to the Alabama
Wildlife Federation’s Alabama Nature
Center at Millbrook.
“Obviously, the Alabama Nature Center is smaller, but they do a lot of programs to educate kids about nature,”
she said. “I thought that was really
neat, especially during the summer,
highlighting that this is still something
available to do with your kids.”
Sutton and crew then visited Wind
Creek State Park, the 1,445-acre park
on the banks of scenic Lake Martin in
east central Alabama.
“Wind Creek was really neat because
you’ve got the forest and the lake atmosphere,” she said. “That was really
cool.”
Next up was a visit to 696-acre
Chewacla State Park and its iconic waterfalls that were formed when Moore’s
Mill Creek was dammed to create Lake
Chewacla.
“I had been to Chewacla once before,”
Sutton said. “It’s just so funny. You hop

off I-85 and you’re right there at the
park. That’s one of the things our guide,
Joshua Funderburk, said was one of the
things that make this park so interesting is you’re in the middle of Auburn,
but you feel like you’re in the middle of
nowhere when you’re there.”
Sutton found her trip to Rickwood
Caverns State Park, just north of Birmingham, to be one of the most enjoyable
for a variety of reasons.
“Rickwood was awesome,” she said.
“That may have been my favorite place.
One, it was cool in the caverns. It was
60 degrees, so it was nice to not be
sweating. The other thing is it was so
‘otherworldly.’ It was just so different
from anything I had ever seen.”
Sutton highlighted all of the amazing
features of the caverns with their numerous formations estimated at 260
million years old. She also discussed the
exit from the caverns and the number
of steps involved.
“It was crazy,” she said. “Going into the
cave, it’s not 110 steps down to get to
the features. It was a gradual descent.
Then our guide told us, ‘Oh, by the way,
to get out you have to go up 110 steps.
We had to sit for a couple of seconds
after we got done with the steps.”
Designed to give a glimpse of the great

outdoors before her busy season
started, the series surprised Sutton
with how quickly it gained a widespread following. She said the impact of
the coronavirus will likely dictate what
happens next.
“I guess it just kind of depends on
what happens to football season,” she
said. “It was originally a summer project. But, if there’s no football, it will depend on how busy my schedule gets. I
don’t know if we have a timeline on it.
To be 100 percent honest, I didn’t know
it was going to be as popular as it has
become. I guess as long as people are
watching…”
Sutton said she is amazed at how
quickly word has spread about the
“Hiking with Hailey” series.
“We have people reaching out to us on
a regular basis asking us to come to
their park,” she said. “We had to make a
list of all the places we would like to go.
If we have to stop, then there’s always
next summer or later in the year. It’s
been good.
“There are so many parks and forests
to explore. I’m really excited that we’re
going to Bankhead National Forest in a
couple of weeks.”
Visit wsfa.com and scroll to find each
episode of Hiking with Hailey. The
episodes are also on the Hiking with
Hailey Facebook page.
Pictured: The Chewacla Falls at
Chewacla State Park was featured in
"Hiking with Hailey."
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By George Ridder

A lawyer's dog is having a
great time running around the
neighborhood unleashed — it
heads directly to the butcher
shop and pilfers a roast.
The butcher heads over to the
lawyer's office and asks, "If a
dog running unleashed steals a

piece of meat from my store, do
I have a right to demand payment for the meat from the
dog's owner?"
The lawyer replies, "Absolutely," and the butcher informs him that he owes him
$18.50 because his unleashed
dog just stole a roast from his
shop. Speechless, the lawyer,
goes on to write the butcher a
check for the damages.
A few days later, the butcher
checks his mailbox and discovers an envelope from the
lawyer. Inside the envelope is
an invoice that read: "$75 due
for a consultation."
••••••••••
A grandfather bought a hobbyhorse by mail order as a present
for his granddaughter. The toy
arrived in 189 pieces.
The instructions said that it
could be put together in an
hour; however, it took the old
man two days to assemble the
toy.
Finally, when it was all put together, he wrote a check, cut it
into 189 pieces and mailed it to
the company.
••••••••••
Son: Mom, when I was on the
bus with Dad this morning, he
told me to give up my seat to a
lady.

Mom: Well, you have done the
right thing.
Son: But Mom, I was sitting on
Daddy's lap!
••••••••••
Two men go to the sea for the
first time. At high tide, they
each fill a bottle full of water as
a souvenir. They return later
that day when the sea is at low
tide.
One of the men, amazed, looks
at his friend, and says, "I guess
we weren’t the only ones taking
some water!"
••••••••••
I asked my doctor today how
long he thought this COVID
thing will last.
He said, “How should I know,
I’m a doctor not a politician.”
••••••••••
Reporter: What made you go
out on that dangerous pond ice
and risk your life to save a
friend?
Boy: I had to do it. He had my
skates on.
••••••••••
I said to my wife, "I need to
call the doctor today."
"Which doctor?" she asked.
"No, the regular kind."
••••••••••
I just got a job at the local Taxi
cab company,
Now I just need to find a ride

to get there!
••••••••••
A neighbor asked his friend,
who was celebrating 50 years of
marriage, what the secret was
to a long and happy marriage?
His friend replied, "When we
were first married, we vowed to
go out twice a week no matter
how little money we had and we
have done so for 50 years."
"Twice a week, you say?"
"Yeah. She goes out on Tuesday and I go out on Friday."
••••••••••
Lady (to her doctor): "What l
am worried about is my height
and not my weight."
Doctor: "How come?"
Lady: "According to my
weight, my height should be 7
feet, 8 inches."
••••••••••
How was Rome split in two?
With a pair of Ceasars.
••••••••••
Bono & The Edge walk into a
bar.
The barman says, "Oh no, not
U2 again!"
••••••••••
We got married for better or
worse.
He couldn't do any better and
I couldn't do any worse.
••••••••••
What's the difference between

a dog barking on the front
porch and an angry spouse
yelling on the back porch?
The dog quits barking once
back inside.
••••••••••
The data center of the future
will run 24/7 with only a man
and a dog.
The man's job is to feed the
dog.
The dog's job is to make sure
the man does not touch the
computer.
••••••••••
On a wintry day, my 90-yearold father was in the supermarket trying to pay for his
groceries. Bundled up against
the cold, his gloved hands were
having trouble retrieving and
counting the exact change.
The transaction evidently took
too long for the man behind him
in line, who muttered a curse.
Dad stopped counting, turned
around, and warned, “Be quiet
or I’ll write a check.”
••••••••••
• I stayed up all night to see
where the sun went, and then it
dawned on me.
• This girl said she recognized
me from the vegetarian club,
but I'd never met herbivore.
• When chemists die, they barium.
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Office Space - Mini office space for rent
Employees, including tattoo artists,
with shared waiting room, break area, &
piercers; please apply in person; David’s
restroom. WIFI available. 2nd floor prime
Gallery; 809 Gulf Shores Pkwy.; Tues. thru
business location on Canal Road in OrSun.; noon ‘til six.
SOUVENIR CITY
We are Hiring; Full-time and Part-time
ange Beach, AL 251-747-9819
Security position; evening position and full
Positions Available; Apply In Person at Eitime. If interested, please call 251-224GULF SHORES 2BR
Gulf Shores 2BR: Roomy 2br townhome
ther Location ; Souvenir City of Orange
1000.
next to Acme Oyster House and Tacky
Beach; 24644 Perdido Beach Blvd.; 25241
PET GROOMER
Paws in the Sand is looking to hire a Full
Jacks! Includes all utilities except electric.
Perdido Beach Blvd., Orange Beach, AlaTime Pet Groomer and Bather. Monday$1100. No dogs, no smoking. Stable income
bama.
DOWNTOWN FAIRHOPE
Friday 8:00am- 4:00 pm. Pay is hourly and
required. Text 251-923-6475 if you think
EXPERIENCED BARBACK
Fantastic opportunity to own a building in
based on level of experience. Groomer
Weds, Thurs, Fri, Sat nights from 8p til
you qualify.
downtown Fairhope Business District. Exshould have minimum 2 years’ experience.
2am, hourly pay plus tipout; Apply in perCOMING SOON
cellent location in the center of town on
Coming Soon; Brand new apartments in
son anyday before 7pm; The Office Lounge,
Fairhope Avenue. Currently used as a
Gulf Shores; Text Marbella Luxury Apart122 County Road 20 West, Foley (behind
restaurant. New roof in 2020. Heat and
ments to get on the list: 251-923-6475.
Moyer Ford); Experience required.
cool units are 1 & 2 years old. Possible
RV LOTS-SENIORS
DAVID’S GALLERY
leaseback by sellers if buyer is interested;
Attn. Seniors: RV Site in Retirement Park;
$895,000. Randy Branch, 251-680-6096.
Located in Country Crossroads RetireTHE GROVE
ment Community! This is a 55+ only park.
The Grove is Foley’s Premier 55+ CommuAll utilities are included. Clubhouse, catnity for Active Lifestyles. New 3Bd/2Ba
fish pond, concrete roads, street lamps,
Manufactured Homes with prices starting
nice neighbors. Bring your RV here. $395
in the $100’s or custom build your retireper month. Call 251-422-8718 and leave a
ment dream in this beautiful gated commessage.
munity.
Enjoy the Clubhouse, Pool,
RV LOT!
Jacuzzi, Activities. Minutes from b//aches.
RV Lot Between Foley and Gulf Shores;
www.thefoleygrove.com or 251-971-1033.
Lot only. All utilities are included. $375
Please run this ad in your next paper in
per month. Text 251-747-1688.
classifieds as follows:
RV LOT-LONG TERM
LOTS NORTH OF G.S.
RV lot for lease long term; Located in
Just North of Gulf Shores; Building lots
Summerdale. $325 per month with utiliavailable from $19,900 for your new home.
ties. Call asap 251-269-2156
Financing available. Text Alla if you are
GS OFFICE SPACE
interested. 251-923-6475; Ryals Realty.
Office, cafe shop for lease; Downtown Gulf
JOSEPHINE AREA
Shores in Uptown Plaza on East 20th Ave.
Josephine area; Estate lot. All utilities are
in Gulf Shores; 1400SF. Nice space, and
at the street. Nearly 1 acre. Beautiful. Revery nice property for, Office, Retail, or
stricted to new construction only. $49,900.
your business. Available now. Text 251Owner financing available with $1,000
923-6475; Ryals Realty.
down, 8% interest. Text 251-269-2156;
HIGHWAY 59 LOT
Ryals Realty.
Highway 59 Frontage lot; North Side of
1 ACRE HOMESITE
Foley. 220’ frontage. Approx 2 acres. $1000
One Acre Homesite; Between Gulf Shores
per month. No improvements; lot only.
and Foley. Ok for Tiny Home / RV / Mobile
251-269-2156; Hosteeva Realty.
Home. Owner financing Available. 251WAREHOUSE
747-0097; Ryals Realty.
16,750 SF Warehouse for lease; South side
NORTH OF GULF SHORES
of Foley. One mile from Owa and Walmart.
North of Gulf Shores; nice land; Owner Fi1.5 Acres included. All paved. 300’ OFF OF
nancing. Very large lot suitable for mobile
59. Buy or Lease for $4,500 per month.
home, new home, or RV. OK for 2 homes!
Easy owner financing. 251-747-0097;
$69,900. Seller will finance with $1000
Ryals Realty.
down, 8% interest. No credit check. Ryals
Realty; Text 251-422-8718.
17 ACRE GETAWAY
17 acre getaway; In the woods just north
of I-10. Super fine land. Ideal hunting getPERSONAL TRAINER
away. $99,900 and easy financing with
World record holder weight lifter and
$2500 down. Text 251-269-2156 Ryals Relocal resident Betty Lafferty: your home
alty.
or gym: specializing in senior fitness;
251-978-0474.
ART LESSONS
Art Lessons w Talis @ Artworks Studio
and gallery @ Villagio on Perdido Key; tues
1BR-SENIORS ONLY
& Thursday 10:30-12:30 am; Paint & Wine
Seniors; 1 BR for lease in Gulf Shores;
Class Wed 5-7 (or by special request); Call
Roomy Island Style Cottage apt in downfor more information or reservations; Talis
town Gulf Shores, ON the Intercoastal Wa850-261-9617; 13700 Perdido Key Dr.
terway! Near park, restaurants, and
GUITAR LESSONS
churches. Just a few blocks from Acme
By appointment at our Orange Beach
Oyster House. No dogs, no smoking. ALL
recording studio; 25823 Canal Rd. in Orutilities included. 55+ older only. Only
ange Beach; call Top Hat; 251-609-7907;
$790/mo. Text 251-752-0381
also demo recording and cd duplication.
OFFICE SPACE IN OB

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

SERVICES

FOR RENT

ADVERTISE WHERE IT COUNTS

850-492-5221
mulletwrapper.com

Willing to train the right person for
Bathing position. Duties will include helping with all aspects of the shop. Email resume to info@pawsinthesand.com or come
by and fill out application at 3947 Gulf
Shores Prkwy #175 Gulf Shores, Al 36530.
251-948-7487
HAIR STYLIST
If providing guests with an experience
that exceeds their expectations is your
thing, then we need you now! Hair Stylist,
full/part time Experienced, Team player..
call 850-449-3995.
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