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A Bill McGinnes owned local institution for 37 years
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LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY- NEVER A COVER

AYCE Spaghetti: Wed. & Sun.: $6.95* Smokey & Mark: E
(With purchase of a drink)

Prime Rib Dinner Special

WED
Smokey Otis: EVERY MON
VERY

FULL MENU UNTIL MIDNIGHT

Bo Grant
(of Platters Fame)

HAPPY HOUR 11-7 • MON-FRI

NOV. 25 & 26

$1.50 BUSCH LIGHT CANS: 11-7 DAILY

Tim Robinson: NOV. 17
Strickly Rivers: NOV. 19 & 20

Every Thur. after 5

NFL SUNDAY TICKET
Orders To Go: Call 251-948-7262 • paparocco.com
Hwy. 59, Gulf Shores • 1/4 Mile North of Public Beach
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AROUND TOWN

CSC Children’s Christmas Cheer registration has begun
Christian Service Center Children’s Christmas Cheer registration has begun! Moms, Dads, and guardians have begun to come
to our front porch and register their kids to get just what they
want for Christmas – and to register for our Christmas Food Box.
Registration for both is open Monday through Friday between
9am and noon on the Christian Service Center’s front porch. We
will not be open November 23, 24, and 25 for the Thanksgiving
holiday. Christmas Cheer will register kids from newborn (or not
quite born) to 18. Each of the kids will receive a huge bag of gifts,
age and gender appropriate. The Christmas Food Box is a full
Christmas meal including a turkey and all the trimmings for a
delicious Christmas feast.
Volunteers have been making angels that will be filled with the
kids’ wishes, and will be taken to area businesses, churches, and
restaurants.

Tickets selling quickly for GSGC’s Feb. 1 flower seminar
By Charlotte Higgins
The Gulf Shores Garden Club 30th Annual Floral Seminar will
be February 1, 2023, at the Erie Myers Civic Center. The theme
this year is “A Time To Celebrate With Flowers.” The tickets cost
$25.00. This includes lunch and door prizes. Tickets will not be
sold at the event. Tickets go on sale October 21. Tickets can be
purchased at: Thomas Norton Public Library, 221 West 19th Ave,
Gulf Shores; Island Enclosures, 3757 Gulf Shores Parkway Suite
E, Gulf Shores. Mail orders to: Charlotte Higgins, 1484 Sandpiper
Lane, Unit 5, Gulf Shores, AL 36542. Checks should be made out
to: Gulf Shores Garden Club.
The speaker this year is Benny Campbell. He is owner of Attalla
Florist in Attalla, AL. He brings knowledge and humor to his
presentation. He has spoken at several Garden Club events,
Flower Shows and City events. He has also, won many awards
and numerous other acclamations. We hope to see you there.

GSP’s Very Merry Coastal
Grinchmas Dec. 4, 11 & 18
This year, the Gulf State
Park Very Merry Coastal
Grinchmas will be held on
consecutive Sundays, Dec. 4,
Dec. 11 & Dec. 12, from 5-8
p.m. at the Learning Campus and Woodside Restaurant, located at 20249 State
Park Road. One of the island’s most popular Christmas events, Grinchmas is a
free holiday jubilee the
whole family will enjoy.
Bring the family out to
stroll Whoville under the
lights at the Learning Campus at Gulf State Park! You
can meet and greet the
Grinch and the Mayor of
Whoville, dance with a DJ,
get a “Who”-do at the beauty
parlor, enjoy some “Who”treats, make an ornament,
send Santa Grinch a letter,
check out your favorite book
at the Whoville Library, decorate cookies at Woodside
Restaurant and Send Santa
Grinch a letter at the
Whoville Post Office. Make
an ornament at the Whoville
Workshop, enjoy holiday
cakes at the Whoville Pancake House and lots of
games and family fun.

Board members nominated
for South Baldwin Chamber

Nov. 19 Island Church Food Pantry will include turkeys
The Island Church in Orange Beach will host it’s final Island
Mobile Food Pantry of 2022 on Saturday, Nov. 19. Baldwin
County families that would like to receive a 50 pound box of food
as well as a Thanksgiving turkey are asked to call Lisa Crouse at
251.967.4840 to receive more details. Recipients are asked to be
on the property at 8 a.m., and food will be distributed with a drive
thru. Participants will be required to pre-register. Space is limited. So, please register through the office. The church is located
at 25550 Canal Rd. in Orange Beach.

The South Baldwin Chamber of Commerce nominating
committee has presented a
slate of candidates shall as
new regular directors at the
October meeting of the
Board of Directors.
The three year nominees
are: Penny Groux, Accommodations/Resort; Andrew
Clay, Manufacturing;
Dwane Hayes, Auto Service;
Belinda Tucker, Staffing
Service; Bailey Stitt, Financial Services ; Ken Styron,
Higher Education.
One year appointments for
2023: Chad Watkins, Immediate Past Chairman, WAS
Design; Tom Knighten, Retail; Margaret Roley,
Healthcare; Beth Gendler,
Tourism Industry; Matt
Pugh, Restaurant Industry;
Tony Marzullo, Vacation
Rentals; Jim Bibby, Shopping and Entertainment.

GSHS footballers host 5A quarterfinal game v. Faith
Gulf Shores’ football state championship run continues this Friday, Nov. 18 when the Dolphins host district rival Faith Academy at Mickey Miller Blackwell Stadium at the Gulf Shores
Sportsplex (County Rd. 6) at 7 p.m. Only AHSAA GoFan Tickets
purchased online will be accepted for admission.
The Dolphins entered the playoffs for the first time since 2013
after a 9-1 regular season under second year coach Mark Hudspeth. Playing in Class 5A, the locals beat Carroll 42-0 in their
first ever home play-off game.
The Dolphins then went on the road to beat Central-Clay
County 26-21. Ronnie Royal scored the third of his three touchdowns with 4:40 on the clock to give Gulf Shores the win. A 90yard interception return for a score from Braden Jackson just
before halftime was the key play in the win.
Royal, a 4-star junior, was listed as the No. 13 junior in the state
before the season. Already a two-time first-team All-State selection, he is also the Dolphins’ best defensive player. His college offers include Arkansas, Florida State, Mississippi State and South
Alabama. He played his freshman year at Alexandria.
The Dolphins enter the quarterfinals with an eight game winning streak and are very familiar with their Region 1 foes, having defeated Faith Academy 22-12 during the season. The
Dolphins only loss against 11 wins this fall was 28-35 to UMS
Wright, another Region 1 rival and the top ranked team in the
state. UMS-Wright advanced to the quarterfinals by beating
Beauregard 48-30 on Nov. 11. The unbeaten Bulldogs play at
Charles Henderson on Nov. 18.
Hudspeth led the Dolphins to a 6-4 record in 2021, his first at
the school. He previously had very successful college head coaching stops at North Alabama, Louisiana and most recently Austin
Peay. He resigned from Austin Peay while under a 30 day suspension after winning a school record 11 games and being named
Ohio Valley Conference Coach of the Year in 2019. He has also
had assistant coaching jobs at Mississippi State, Navy, Delta
State, Nicholls State and Central Arkansas. He won the state
championship in 1997 at Winston Academy, the last year he
coached a high school team. He came to Gulf Shores intent on
building a football powerhouse, and he has brought several high
powered coaches with him to get there in just two years.
Hudspeth’s staff includes former South Alabama offensive coordinator Kenny Edenfield, his offensive coordinator, and defensive coordinator Paul Rhoads. Edenfield was also an offensive
coordinator at Nicholls State, Troy and North Alabama and head
coach at Southwest Mississippi Junior College, in addition to a
coaching stint at Tulsa during his 33 years in the business.
Rhoads was Auburn’s defensive coordinator before taking the
head coaching job at Iowa State from 2009-2015. He took the Cyclones to three bowl games during that span. Rhoads also coached
at Utah State, Pacific, Pittsburgh, Arkansas, UCLA and Arizona.
Rhoads replaced Hudspeth’s first year defensive coordinator
Brian VanGorder, a former Auburn and Atlanta Falcon defensive
coordinator. VanGorder left to take the head coach job at Delray
(Fla.) High. Pictured: The Dolphins take the field before winning the school’s first ever home play-off game.

Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS • Email: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com • Nov. 16-30, 2022 • Page 5

Page 6 • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022

• Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS• E-Mail: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com

AROUND TOWN

18th Annual GCAC Golf Tourney is Nov. 18 at Craft Farms

Free tickets available for Nov. 17-19 Visions of Christmas
The City of Orange Beach Expect Excellence Music Department’s will present the 2nd Annual Visions of Christmas production Nov. 17-19 at the Orange Beach Performing Arts Center.
Dates for the high energy community-led Christmas production.
are Nov. 17-18 at 7 p.m., and Nov. 19 at 2 p.m. Patrons will have
the opportunity to see everything from comedy to rock to classical takes on the Christmas season.
Admission is free but tickets must be reserved through the Orange Beach website or at onstage.tickets. Also, the box office is
open from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays at the back entrance of
the P.A.C. Anyone with questions, can call the box office at (251)
923-0043 or email jjlangston@orangebeachal.gov.
The show will include appearances from a few special holiday
characters from Christmas Town. The production has 30 vocalists
and musicians.
Visions of Christmas is modeled after the University of Mobile’s
Christmas program that E.E. Music Director Caleb Pittman and
other E.E. staff produced.
Pittman has been overseeing the E.E. music program since its
inception in March of 2018. The music program serves 260 kids
with about a third getting vocal training and the remainder participating in instrumental classes. Many students from the E.E.
program are involved in productions throughout the year,
Pittman said.
One of the relatively new faces adding her voice to V.O.C. this
year is Jessica Wendling. Some might recognize Wendling from
her recent turn as “Ursula” from “The Little Mermaid” in “A
Touch of Magic – Disney Musical Showcase” back in June. After
being active in high school theater, was being in the audience for
the E.E. production of “Thoroughly Modern Mille” she discovered
that she missed the experience. “I took a 10-year break, but I
said, ‘I’ve got to be a part of that group.’ I love the people and the
energy, and it’s just the greatest community you can be a part of.
I wanted to be involved with the same group having so much fun
and getting so much adrenaline."
“The audience reactions from last year’s first ‘Visions of Christmas’ were extremely positive and we have some wonderful things
in store for this year’s show,” said Jessica Langston, creative director for Orange Beach. “I hope the audience members leave the
theater with Christmas spirit in their hearts and a smile on their
faces.”

Simon Says Run/Walk for Prostate Cancer Awareness Nov. 19
The 9th Annual 5.8k Run/Walk for Prostate Cancer Awareness at
the Flora~Bama Ole River Grill starts at 8:30 a.m. in front of The
Flora~Bama Ole River Grill On Nov. 19 and proceeds to Perdidio
Pass and back. This event raises awareness to protect the men in our
lives and donate to the Prostate Cancer Foundation (PCF), the leading philanthropic organization funding and accelerating research
globally.
“We were able to donate $8,000 last year to the PFC, totaling a
$62,600 donation since 2014,’’ said race founder Gin Newman. “I am
also excited to say Simon Says Bike has already raised $15,000 this
year! It is through the generosity of sponsors covering expenses (i.e.
participant and volunteer t-shirts, registration costs, insurance) we
are able to donate 100% of the participant entry fees to the PCF. The
5.8k run goal donation is $5,000+ this year to the PCF.’’
Participants can register at active.com. There is now a virtual option for those that want to participate but cannot join. The entry fees
are $30 through November 17 and $35 at packet pickup on November 18 and 19. Register by November 4 to be guaranteed a T-shirt.
After November 4, T-shirts will be based on availability. Registered
participants Burgers & Beer (beer 21 yrs and older) at the post-race
party at the Flora~Bama River Grill.
There will also be chance drawings and lots of live music at the postrace party. For more information, please visit simonsaysrun.org or
email gin@simonsaysrun.org!

The Gulf Coast Athletic Club’s 18th Annual GCAC Golf Tournament
will be held on Friday, Nov. 18 at Craft Farms Golf Club in Gulf
Shores. Proceeds support all levels of Gulf Shores athletics along with
male and female scholar athlete scholarships.
Entrance fee is $135 per golfer or sponsor a 4-person team for $500.
The fee includes lunch, drink tickets (courtesy of Ferrell Family Dentistry), Arnold Palmer golf, prizes and social celebration following
golf. Registration is at 8 a.m. with the shotgun start at 9 a.m. for the
4-person scramble. Play will be followed by a buffet lunch, performance awards and door prizes.
In addition to world-class golf and an all-around fun time, golfers
will have a chance to win cash and prizes through a ball-in-the-boat
chipping challenge, a putting challenge, three hole-in-one prizes, a
plit-the-pot raffle, and surprises at many of the holes. To participate,
call 251-228-0530, or email fdickinson@gulftel.com. For sponsorship
info, call 334-391-2292, or email autregn@yahoo.com. Make checks
payable to: GCAC and mail to: P.O. Box 2167, Orange Beach, AL
36561. More club info: gcathleticclub.com.

Coastal Ballet Nutcracker
Dec. 2-3 in Orange Beach
The Coastal Ballet Company, in cooperation with
the City of Orange Beach,
will present The Nutcracker
on December 2-3 at the Orange Beach Performing Arts
Center.
The classical Christmas ballet will be performed at 6
p.m. Friday, December 2
and at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
December 3. General admission tickets are $25 per
adult, $10 for children ages
4-17, and free for children 3
and younger.
Buy tickets at orangebeachal.gov. The Performing
Arts Center is located at
23908 Canal Road, adjacent
to Orange Beach Middle /
High School. Kick off the
season with a Nutcracker
preview featuring all of the
soloists on Nov. 13 at 2 p.m.
at the Performing Arts Center.
Coastal Ballet Company
and owner Rio Cordy embrace a passion for dance
and desires to impact the
Gulf Coast by transforming
people’s lives through the
power of art. The company’s
affiliated school Coastal Ballet Academy strives to teach
the art of ballet in a loving
manner. At the end of the
dance season, students will
be richer in body, mind, and
spirit and will take with
them a deeper love of dance,
music, learning, and a heart
full of joyful memories. For
more info, visit coastalballet.com. (Photo by Jose Taylor Haute Fouture)

Family Promise Chocolate Affair Dec. 8 at Daphne Civic Center
The 15th Annual Chocolate Affair - A Night of Promises will
be held on Dec. 8 from 6-9 p.m. at the Daphne Civic Center. The
event is an annual fundraiser event to provide shelter and
housing services to families with children experiencing homelessness. Online and in-person silent auction, live fund the mission auction, desserts galore, area restaurant chefs specialties,
and music by Bo Grant (formerly from the Platters) are among
the features this year. Tickets are $50 per person, and many
levels of sponsorships are also available. For more info, call
251-947-5641 or visit familypromisebc.org.

Experience The Oyster Fest Nov. 19 in Hangout Courtyard
Murder Point Oyster Company, creators of “oysters worth killing for,’’
will sponsor the First Annual Experience The Oyster event on Saturday,
Nov. 19 from noon ‘til 4 p.m. at The Hangout in Gulf Shores. Oysters
sourced from 10 farms in South Alabama and other southern states will
be served at the fest, and 33 chefs from around the region will put their
own take on those oysters during the one day fest. Appropriate select art
venders and the Mario Mena Band will add to the atmosphere. And Gulf
Shores’ Big Beach Brewery will be among the vendors serving craft beers.
The $75 general admission ticket is good for 18 individual oysters from
any vendor and two drink tickets. There is also a VIP ticket option. Ticket
info is available at experiencetheoyster or eventbrite.com.
In addition to the festival host, oyster farmers participating include:
Crystal Coast - North Carolina; Island Time - Dauphine Island; Turtle
Backs - Bayou La Batre; Low Country Oyster - South Carolina; Point of
Pins - GrandBay, Pelican Oyster Company - Tallahassee; Admiral Shellfish - Fort Morgan; Salty Bastards - Bayou La Batre; and Matheson Oysters - Virginia.
The long list of participating chefs include: Marti Duncan - Food Network; Bill Brand - Fishers, Orange Beach; Larry Agnew - Jesses - Magnolia Springs; Ryan Stroup - Kiva Beach Club; Ryan Tomlinson Margaux - Mobile; Bill Stitt - Bill E’s Bacon, Fairhope; Jim Smith - Hummingbird Way, Mobile; Irv Miller - Jackson’s - Pensacola; Panini Pete
Blum - Sunset Point - Fairhope; Rob Kraatz - The Gulf - Orange Beach;
and Dylan Feenker - The Hangout - Gulf Shores.
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Taste of the Island Dec. 2 at O.B. Event Center
The Mystics of Pleasure Baldwin County Benevolent Fund and
the Krewe de Swan will present the Annual Taste of the Island
on Friday, Dec. 2 at beginning at 6 p.m. at The Event Center at
The Wharf in Orange Beach. Tickets are on sale now for $60 per
or you can buy a table of 10 for $600. Only 400 tickets will be sold
and they are going fast.
The annual fundraiser includes tastings from more than 30
restaurants, an open bar, a fabulous silent auction with lovely
baskets and live music from Tyn Tymes starts at 7:30 p.m. Dress
is Island Casual.
The Marines will be collecting Toys for Tots at the door so please
bring an unwrapped toy for a boy or girl or both! For more information or to purchase tickets, call Scott Sremba at 616-299-2752.

Auroras’ White Christmas In The Tropics Dec. 2 at Perdido Beach Resort
Gingerbread house competition Dec. 3 at O.B. Event Center
The annual Gingerbread Jam will be held on Saturday, Dec. 3
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m at the Orange Beach Event Center. The
gingerbread house-assembly and decorating competition is for
families, friends, and businesses, and raises funds for the Expect
Excellence Culinary Arts Program. Cost is $10 for the family category (up to four family members or friends) and $25 for the business category (team up to 10 co-workers). Each team needs to
bring their own gingerbread structures, icing and decorative elements, along with their own tablecloth. Nothing may be pre-assembled. Building will begin on-site at 9 a.m. Family/friends
team judging at noon; business judging at 1 p.m. For questions,
email Jessica Langston, City of Orange Beach Creative Director,
at jjlangston@orangebeachal.gov.

Final Movie at Meyer Park will be Elf on December 15
The City of Gulf Shores fifth annual Movies at Meyer Park series is back again this year. Bring lawn chairs and blankets and
join friends and neighbors at Meyer Park for a free movie under
the stars. The third and final movies in thre series is Elf (PG)
on Dec. 15. Movies are free and begin at 6 p.m. Meyer Park is
located in the Waterway Village District at 400 East 22nd Avenue in Gulf Shores. Food trucks will be present at each movie,
and the Coastal Alabama Business Chamber will be onsite selling beverages for all ages.

Sunbelt Women’s Volleyball Championship in Foley Nov. 16-20
The Sunbelt Woman’s Volleyball Championship will be held
Nov. 16-20 at the Foley Event Center. For more info, call (251)
970-3042 or visit foleysports.com. The tourney will include all 14
teams into a single-elimination bracket. The University of South
Alabama made history last year winning their first ever Sun Belt
Conference Volleyball Championship.
“These events will also be the first opportunity for our four new
members—James Madison, Marshall, Old Dominion and Southern Miss—to compete for a Sun Belt postseason title, bringing
added excitement to all of this year’s festivities in Foley,’’ said
Sun Belt Commissioner Keith Gill.
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By Nancy McMeekan
The Mystical Order of Aurora Mardi Gras organization is once again opening its Christmas party
to the public to provide toys for children this holiday season. The Auroras’ “White Christmas in the
Tropics” party will be 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2 at the Perdido Beach Resort and tickets are still available. “This fun and beautiful party is a wonderful way to celebrate the season,” said Melinda Hughes,
Chair of the event. “Everyone brings a toy for our local children in need, which will be given through
Christian Services Center, and we dress in holiday cocktail attire and dance to Six Piece Suits, a fabulous dance band. We hope you’ll come celebrate with us!” Ladies are encouraged to wear white, and
the scene is set with beautiful seasonal décor. Gentlemen are not required to wear jackets or ties but
no shorts please. Tickets are available at Eventbrite.com. Pictured: Melinda Hughes, right, Chair
of the White Christmas in the Tropics party and Carmen Watkins, left, Aurora member; Donna and
Alan RyalsAurora member and spouse, dressed for the occasion; Eva Keesee, president of the Auroras, Cyndi Stacy, inaugural member, Marlene Lowe, vice president.

Gulf Coast Art Alliance hosts
Christmas Open House Dec. 3
By Destiny Brown
The Gulf Coast Arts Alliance (GCAA) hopes to
put you in the holiday spirit on Saturday, Dec. 3
at the gallery’s Christmas Open House taking
place from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at the GCAA Gallery
located in Waterway Village 225 E. 24th
Ave.,Gulf Shores. This event is free to the public
and invites art patrons to enjoy food, wine and
music for an eventful day full of celebrating local
artists and their art. Start crossing off your
Christmas list with the unique, hand-crafted creations found only at the GCAA Gallery.
The gallery is located at 225 E. 24th Ave. in Gulf
Shores. More info: 251-948-2627 or gulfcoastartsalliance.com. GCAA offers art classes for adults
and children and ukulele and guitar lessons
every Thursday. In May, the GCAA hosts Amplify, a display of art created by Gulf Shores High
School art students. GCAA is also the presenting
organization for the Ballyhoo Festival, held the
first weekend in March each year.

Brett/Robinson rummage
charity sale Dec. 10 in O.B.
Brett/Robinson’s Annual Charity Rummage
Sale will be held on Saturday, Dec. 10 from 7
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the company’s laundry at 25050
Canal Road in Orange Beach. The sale includes

items donated by employees, condo owners,
friends and people in the Pleasure Island community. Items for sale will include furniture,
household goods, home accessories, clothing, toys
and other assorted goodies. Payment is by cash
or check. Anyone interested in donating, or
would like to schedule a time for pick-up of items,
please contact Stephen Wehner at 251-597-9641.
Hunter and Austin Morris of Freedom Moving
will be on site to assist with on island deliveries
at a minimal fee. The charity fundraiser also includes Split the Pot 50/50 raffle. Last year’s winner received approximately $2,000. Contact
Dalton McCalister at 251-747-4868 for more info.

Guided walks every Friday
at Gulf State Park Pier
Join naturalists from Gulf State Park as they
guide you on an exclusive tour of the Gulf State
Park Pier (20800 E Beach Blvd. Gulf Shores)
every Friday morning from 9-10 a.m.
Learn all about the history and excitement of
this resilient landmark. There is a $2 sightseeing fee per person to walk on the pier. If you’re
an overnight guest at the Park sightseeing is
free. Visit the concession stand to purchase/pick
up your pier sightseeing wristbands and meet
at the picnic tables across from the tackle shop
(weather dependent). There is also a $3 per vehicle fee to park at the pier for two hours. For
people who are staying at the campground,
Learning Campus and cabins, parking is free.
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GULF SHORES CITY COUNCIL

City Council approves $180.5 million budget and $179K for GSES addition water & fire lines
By John Mullen
At the Nov. 14 council meeting, Finance Director
Cindy King presented a $180.5 million budget and it
was accepted by a vote of the council, and Council approved a bid tgo expand water lines to serve a new
eight-classroom addition to Gulf Shores Elementary
School.
“First of all, I’d like to thank the department heads,
the finance committee, the mayor for your help with
this year’s budget,” King said. “It went pretty
smoothly. I really appreciate all of that.”
King projects the city will take in $181.4 million in
revenues but the expenses will be about $1 million
less. In the general fund budget for day-to-day operations like fire, police, public works, recreation, finance, building, the executive office and planning and
zoning projects $65.7 million for revenues and expenses of $62.9 million.
“This is a fantastic project,” Mayor Robert Craft
said. “We receive awards on it just about every year.
It’s amazing the in-depth knowledge you gain here in
this budget and the strategies and plans for the city.”
For the past 12 years, the finance department received the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award
from the Government Finance Officers Association.
In the new budget, Gulf Shores is looking to add
four new full-time positions and one part-time position.
Several capital improvement projects are also in the
proposed 2023 budget for a total of $96.9 million and
those projects include Better Utilizing Investments to
Leverage Development or BUILD grants as well as
Restore Act grants. The projects include:
Beach Boulevard Improvements – Highway 182
$200,000; Medical Village Phase 2 Signal $300,000;
Pedestrian Bridge construction $8.9 million; Hwy 59
Widening construction $5.3 million; County Road 6
West $314,227; Waterway East Extension $12.2 million; East Canal Realignment $765,075; Fourth street
bridge and one pedestrian bridge $500,000; Coastal

Gateway Boulevard to County Road 6 Connector Road
$1.8 million; Waterway West Boulevard $3.5 million;
Walking District Parking/Streetscape $1.1 million;
Fort Morgan Road Access Management $250,000
The new budget continues to grow the reserve and
sets a target of $46 million which is 70 percent of the
general fund and an increase of $1.26 million over
2022. Currently, Gulf Shores has double A ratings
from Moody’s and S&P and the higher status lets the
city borrow money at lower rates.
The bid to expand water lines to serve a new eightclassroom addition to GSES came in at an initial cost
of about $255,000 but with only one bid coming back
on the job officials were able to bring the price down.
“Tuesday, Oct. 25 we had one bid received for this
and it came in roughly about $255,000,” Public Works
Director Noel Hand said. “Since we only had one bidder, we were able to negotiate that down to the
$179,380.”
Hand recommended at the Nov. 7 city council work
session the city hire W.R. Mitchell Contractor for the
lower amount. The council approved the contract at
the Nov. 14 regular session. The addition will be adjacent to the recently opened STEAM lab at the elementary school.
“It’s a fire line and a domestic water line for the
Gulf Shores City Schools for the eight-classroom addition,” Hand said. “In order to do this, we have to loop
the fire line which we did during the building of the
STEAM lab up to a portion. Now we’re going to connect it to Dolphin so it will be required from (Fire
Marshal) George Surrey to be able to loop the fire line
system. The existing water line, the domestic that
feeds this eight-classroom addition, didn’t have
enough capacity to feed this building. We’re going to
have to go from Dolphin back to the eight-classroom
addition.”
Dolphin Avenue runs between the high school campus and the middle and elementary schools and the
lines will have to go under the roadway there. A

Gulf Shores elementary and middle schools get $150K per year to help fund after school programs
By John Mullen
Gulf Shores Middle School has applied for a three-year
grant to continue Beyond the Bell free programming for
afterschool and summer activities for students.
“It's called the 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant and it runs on a three-year cycle,” middle
school Assistant Principal Brittney Reeves said. “As long
as you meet all of your goals that you establish with the
grant, they renew it for three years before you have to
reapply. The middle school is in their third year so we
have reapplied for that one again this summer.”
Both the middle and elementary schools participate in
the grant program and each get $150,000 to help pay for
the programs.
“Our elementary school currently serves 210 students
and our middle school serves 100 students throughout
the year,” Reeves said. “We typically have around 60 to
70 students a day in the middle school program. That
programming afterschool allows to provide academic support and enrichment, a variety of STEAM activities,
physical fitness opportunities, a nutritious snack, health
and wellness, financial literacy, environmental literacy.”
Students participate in a wide variety of programs afterschool daily until 5:30 p.m. and during the summer
months.

“Our elementary students get homework support, physical activity and a STEAM opportunity every day along
with a snack,” Reeves said. “For the STEAM activity we
are doing robotics and we’ve got preschoolers playing
with robots learning the code all the way up to fifth
graders who are coding robots. We have STEAM challenges where they are given some type of parameters and
certain supplies and they get to use their creativity and
innovation to develop something. We have art classes, we
use the nature around us for science lessons.”
For middle school students, the activities are a little
more sophisticated.
“One of our big programs that is definitely a big hit with
the students is called Jedi Academy,” Reeves said. “It is
learning to fence in full pads using light sabers. Then
they take those skills using light sabers when they create
a movie. They’ll make a short film, they write it, direct it.
They have to learning the lighting so that you can have
the light right for your lightsaber and they edit it on
their iPads to produce it.”
One of the most fun activities for middle schoolers includes making their own electric cars and racing them
against other schools.
“We also have green power and we now have five cars,”
Reeves said. “The green car program is where the stu-

change in the project there helped get the price down,
Hand said.
“Hopefully we’ll be able to get this started during
Thanksgiving break so we don’t disrupt service to the
existing high school,” Hand said. “We’ll have to cut
that water. We tried to bore underneath the road but
one of the significant savings came when we decided
to open cut the road and then we’ll pave that back.”
Putting in the fire line will cost $101,935 and the
domestic water line will be $77,445 for the $179,380
total to be paid out of $150 million loan the city recent
took out. The money will be used school capital improvements including a new high school on Coastal
Gateway Boulevard.
Also on Nov. 14, the council considered an ordinance
to provide annual funding for the Gulf Shores Board
of Education and its plan to pay it back. The city borrowed $17 million in 2020 for school improvements at
the existing campuses and $150 million in 2022 for
both existing and new high school campus improvements. Per the proposed ordinance, the school board
will pay $1 million a year toward the $17 million loan
and $9.4 million a year on the $150 million loan.
During the meeting, the council also:
• Passed an ordinance to provide annual funding for
the Gulf Shores Board of Education and its plan to
pay it back. The city borrowed $17 million in 2020 for
school improvements at the existing campuses and
$150 million in 2022 for both existing and new high
school campus improvements. Per the ordinance, the
school board will pay $1 million a year toward the $17
million loan and $9.4 million a year on the $150 million loan.
• Updated the list of banks that qualify as depositories for public funds for deposits, investing and lending.
• Reappointed Morgan Szapiel and Susan Brush to
the Library Advisory Board and Councilman Jason
Dyken to the Library Board.
• Signed a contract with W.R. Mitchell for domestic
water and fire line for the new eight-classroom addition at Gulf Shores Elementary School for $179,380.

dents build battery operated single speed race cars. We
actually travel around Alabama and Georgia mainly to
compete against other schools across the nation.”
Students also compete virtually against other schools in
online video games.
“They also do e-sports and they are currently competing
in five different games,” Reeves said. “They do League of
Legends, Apex, Fortnite, Super Smash Bros and Rocket
League. They compete against other schools around the
nation in e-sports.”
Other activities include 3D printing, coding robots,
building drones, culinary classes and even yoga. In the
summer, they branch out into the woods for exploring
and outdoor learning time.
“We also partner with the Center for Sustainability and
Ecotourism and they come in and teach environmental
science, environmental engineering type lessons to our
students,” Reeves said. “For our middle school they go
hiking, kayaking and biking. They take field trips to the
mariculture center, down to the beach.
“Our elementary school students went down to the
beach as well, learning about erosion, plant life on the
beach, dune restoration, marine life. We do a lot of the
outdoor stuff in a partnership with them taking local
field trips to the Gulf State Park Pier, throughout the
state park over to Lake Shelby, the zoo. We get them out
and about and involved with our community.”
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Serenity Jones wins FBISF Youth Songwriters Showcase
16 year-old writes songs that are “spooky, fun & entertaining”
By Fran Thompson
At 16 years old, Serenity Jones has already
built a resume that would do parents
Cameron and Jane proud. And that was way
before she won the recent Frank Brown Songwriters Fest Youth Showcase at Lulu’s.
The talented teen tested into the Pensacola
State College Charter Academy and will earn
both an associate college degree and a high
school diploma next May. She was the top
player on the tennis team (her dad is a teaching pro) and was a first chair trombonist in
the jazz band and in the marching band at
her previous school, Escambia. She wrote her
first song for a county wide student competition when she was at Baily Middle School and
took second place. She sang solo in the Escambia High School Jazz Band and school
choir, and she just learned she will be a
soloist in her Charter Academy choir/band.
That is quite a resume for someone who
began writing songs when she was 12 or 13
almost by accident. “I never really tried to
write songs or anything. Random licks and
melodies just come to me all the time,’’ she
said. “My mind is going in different directions
all the time, and part of that is writing spooky
songs, I guess. I asked the judges and they
also came to that concensus. My music doesn’t really fit into one genre.’’
FBISF selects youth songwriters for its annual showcase online and the finals are presented before an audience of students from
surrounding schools.
The contest judges were Karen Reynolds, director of the program for the past 20 years,
and fellow instructors Perry Bonck, Cody
Johnson and Doug Drake.
Reynolds said contestants’ scores were based
on songwriting skill, musical skill, stage presence, understanding their instrument/gear
and overall performance.
“Serenity was composed and has excellent
writing and performing skills,’’ Reynolds said.
“She scored higher in just about all categories.
Her ability to capture and hold the attention
of the audience was impressive for someone
so young.”
Serenity said she has written 15 to 20 songs
and has almost that many “floating around’’
in her head. Most often, she comes up with
fun melodies andß her lyrics together.
“I don’t really work at it,’’ she said. “I just
come up with random ideas with my guitar or
ukulele and I write them down and record
them on my phone.’’
Although obviously an accomplished musician and athlete, Serenity said she is self
taught on guitar and just strums what works
with the song.
“I do aspire to get much better on guitar,’’
she said. “That was one of the critiques that
Karen had. She said I need to get better at
guitar, and I plan to get better.’’
Her song that won judges over in the competition, “Beige Covered Quicksand,’’ is an absurd conglomeration of ideas about working
really hard but feeling like you are never
going to get anywhere, she said.
“My mom was in the Air Force and I always
thought that is what I would do, but after
hearing me sing “White Christmas’’ in the
school choir in the eighth grade Christmas
concert, she said to me ‘this is what you need
to do,’’’ Serenity said.

“It’s a tough career. I have apprehension.
There’s lots of competition, but that’s OK.’’
Serenity said she enjoys the spotlight on
stage, and although this was the first completion where she has played her own songs
in front of judges, she was not nervous.
“The judges said I won with my banter. I am
good at saying random things and getting
people to laugh,’’ she said.
“I didn’t expect to win. Everybody around me
was amazing. One of the girls had already put
out a record. I wasn’t confident I was going to
win,’’ she added. “I just went in saying I am
going to do my best. The others were all great
and I enjoyed listening to them. I really was
just happy to be there regardless. Getting to
perform original music anywhere is great
whether you win or not.’’
Serenity said she was also happy to meet the
students who came to LuLu’s for the competition. “There were kids all around me saying
they liked my music afterwards. I made a
bunch of friends,’’ she said.
She also made additional friends while attending the FBISF’s first ever youth songwriters workshop, a seminar the program
director hopes to continue.
“We feel as if we are making a true difference in the lives of students, whether they
pursue music or not,’’ Reynolds said.
Serenity has friends that are going to record
and produce eight of her songs for a college
senior thesis project. But she said she would
rather tour to create a revenue stream than
go to college to study music.
“There would not be a need (for college),’’ she
said. “You can find all the info you need on the
internet, if you look for it. It’s not that I don’t
think it would be helpful. It’s just not for me.
I think my time would be better spent marketing myself and working the business side
of it.’’
The showcase win earned her a cash scholarship from the FBISF Foundation, a spot as
a featured artist in next year’s fest and production of a single with release/distribution
assistance from Reynolds. The single will be
recorded, produced, and mastered through an
all-student effort via a music technology program at Gulf Shores High School.
“Serenity strikes me as the type of individual who will take every bit of information she
receives and use it to the very best of her ability to follow her dreams,’’ said Reynolds. “It's
going to be exciting to watch as her career develop. Every year I am impressed by the
young writers level of talent and skill.
“What primarily improves each year is the
diversity of the artists. The different skills
and genres.”
Serenity plays open mic at The Front Porch
in Lillian and Gallery Night in Downtown
Pensacola and she has friends that are going
to record and produce eight of her songs for a
college senior thesis project. She expects
those songs to be available on the usual platforms within one year. (Her Instagram account is serenityjonesmusic.)
Meanwhile, she is going to follow her own
muse, which already includes a preference
for Bing Crosby and Etta James rather than
the classic rock her parents weened her on.
“I know what I do is not everybody’s cup of
tea,’’ she said. “But it helped me win the songwriters competition.’’
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AROUND TOWN

Dave Roever to speak at O.B.’s The Island Church Nov. 27
The congregation at Orange Beach’s The Island Church invites
the entire Alabama Gulf Coast community to hear war hero Dave
Roever on Sunday, November 27 during all three of its Sunday
services (8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.). The church is located at
25550 Canal Rd. in Orange Beach (251-967-4840) and there is no
charge to attend.
Roever is a patriot and veteran who serves his country well. At the
height of the Vietnam War, he joined the U. S. Navy and served as
a river boat gunner in the elite Brown Water Black Beret in Vietnam. Eight months into his tour of duty in Vietnam, Roever was
burned beyond recognition when a phosphorous grenade he was
poised to throw exploded in his hand. The ordeal left him hospitalized for fourteen months. His survival and life are miraculous.
Today, with his engaging humor, Dave Roever is enthusiastically
received both nationally and internationally as a public speaker. In
every setting, His message is one of hope. Using his life as an example, he addresses issues relevant to his audience and presents
concrete solutions to life’s problems. Often drawing upon his war
experiences of loneliness, peer pressure, disfigurement and pain, as
well as life’s triumphs, He weaves together a message of courage,
commitment and survival that touches and transforms those who
hear him.

111 lbs. of debris collected during GSP Pier dive
By David “Pierpounder” Thornton
Weather and water conditions cooperated for a
very successful Dive For Debris (underwater
cleanup) at the Gulf State Park Pier on Oct. 23.
Fishing was halted from the pier four four hours
while divers scoured the water around the pilings
from the beach all the way out to the detached
octagon where the water was reported to be 23
feet deep. Two dozen divers participated, includ-

ing Daphne Search and Rescue . The divers were
supported by boats from Orange Beach Police &
Fire Departments. In total, 111 pounds of various marine debris was removed from under the
pier and cataloged.
A number of local businesses donated prizes for
the volunteers (divers and support personnel):
Down Under Dive Shop; Red Flag Surf and Dive
Wacked Our Weiner ; Da Car Wash; Tacky Jacks
J & M Tackle; Orange Beach Nutrition; Another
Broken Egg Orange Beach; Meaher State Park;
Woodside Restaurant @ Gulf State Park.

Circle of Trails has all the golds, crimsons & oranges you need
By Amity Moore Joyce
You don’t need to travel to America’s northeast for New
England-like foliage. Alabama has all the golds, oranges and crimsons necessary for a scenic fall road trip.
Follow the Circle of Colors Trail, a loop that travels primarily through North Alabama. Follow the Circle of
Colors Trail, a loop that travels primarily through
North Alabama. From caves and caverns to towering
mountaintops, adventure awaits. Marvel in the beauty
of our many trails and waterways that is sure to take
you off the beaten path. The 22 state parks, which encompass 48,000 acres of land and water, provide endless opportunities to fish, camp, canoe, hike and enjoy
the great outdoors.

Alabama, a selfie-worthy stop.
Hamilton and Hodges:
At Hamilton, take U.S. 43 N to reach Dismals Canyon
and Rock Bridge Canyon in Hodges.
Florence:
The highway intersects with U.S. 72 and crosses over
the Tennessee River into Florence. Stop at Joe Wheeler
State Park, where a riverboat tour shows off the state
park and Wheeler Lake in their fall finery.
Scottsboro and Lake Guntersville:

Ashville and Oneonta:
One of the more stunning places to view fall foliage is in
the Covered Bridge Capital of Alabama, Blount County.
There are three covered bridges in the area: the Easley,
Horton Mill and Swann are open to the public. Begin
your journey in Ashville on U.S. 231 N and travel to
Oneonta to see covered bridges the way they were
meant to be seen—against a rainbow of fall hues.

Continue east on U.S. 72 to Huntsville and then onward
to Scottsboro, not far from Lake Guntersville. This lake
is known for bird watching, and the fall migration does
not disappoint. For more twists, turns and stops on this
fall-color tour, visit Alabama Travel, where you can find
a timeline of the predicted peaks for fall color up and
down the state.
Mentone and Fort Payne:

Oxford and Anniston:
Leaving Little River Canyon, stay on AL 176 W, and
then take AL 68 E to Leesburg and Cherokee Rock Village to hit US 411 N to Centre. From there, get on AL
9S in Lineville and take AL 49 N then AL 281 S to
Cheaha State Park, the state’s highest peak. Scenic
views of fall foliage are breathtaking.

Continuing east, take I-59 in Hammondville to visit the
mountain town of Mentone for antique shopping and
log cabins on top of Lookout Mountain. Take Lookout
Mountain Parkway (CO 89 and AL 176) to DeSoto State
Park. Detour at AL 35S to the AL 176 section that
weaves along the rim of Little River Canyon located in
Fort Payne.

Cullman and Double Springs:

Pelham:

Continue following the Circle of Colors Trail by picking
up U.S. 278 W to Cullman and Double Springs and on
to Bankhead National Forest, where you can see the
forest and the leaves. Don’t miss the Natural Bridge of

Your journey continues when leaving Oxford on I20 W
towards Birmingham. You will take I-459 S to Pelham
hitting I-65 S and pick up 119 N to Oak Mountain State
Park.

Pictured: Little River Canyon in Fort Payne; the icredible view from Birmingham's Ruffner Mountain; Covered briddges at Rickwood Caverns State Park.
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AROUND TOWN

Sand dredged from Perdido Pass also replenishes O.B. beaches
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dredging of Perdido Pass is
now complete. More than 250,000 cubic yards of sand were removed from the pass and added to the west side of the pass during the 30 day project. The project removed the equivalent of
12,000 dump trucks-worth of sand to make the pass deeper for
vessels. Adding much needed premium beach sand to the west
side of the pass jetty was a project bonus.
The Perdido Pass dredging project completed in February of
2021 resulted in 8.5 acres of sand replenishment west of the pass,
from Grande Point to Island House.

SBCT’s A Christmas Carol
opens Dec. 2 in Gulf Shores
South Baldwin Community
Theatre will presentthe
Young Artists production of
A Christmas Carol on Dec.
2-4 and Dec. 9-11. Friday
and Saturday shows start at
7:30 p.m. and the Sunday
matinees start at 2:30 p.m.
and Marsha Guyer is the director. Tickets are $15 for
students and $20 for adults.
South Baldwin Community
Theater is located at 2022
West 2nd St. in Gulf Shores.
For more info or to buy tickets, visit sbct.biz or call 251968-6721. Brought to you by
Mudbugs. The delightful
version of Charles Dickens’s
classic Christmas tale is told
from a new perspective — a
young boy’s grandfather.

MARSHALS KREWE RAISES $4,500 FOR YOUTH-REACH: The Marshals Mardi Gras organization based in Orange Beach was thrilled with the turnout for their Let Freedom Roar Run and Rally which raised $4,500 for Youth Reach-Gulf
Coast. Eddie Keesee, President of The Marshals, said 200 motorcycles and more than 80 Jeeps participated in the run which was
held Oct. 1 in conjunction with the Freedom Festival at The Wharf. “We are proud of our members and all the other motorcycle
and Jeep enthusiasts for coming together for this patriotic and fun event to celebrate the freedoms we enjoy in this great country,” Keesee said. “Through their generosity, we were able to make a substantial contribution to Youth Reach-Gulf Coast.” Youth
Reach-Gulf Coast provides long-term help in a residential setting to young men who are fighting addiction and other challenges
and searching for a better way to live their lives. This Christ-centered ministry charges no fees to participants or their families
and relies on donations for all expenses. For more information, see youthreachgc.org.

Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS • Email: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022 • Page 17

Page 18 • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022

• Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS• E-Mail: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com

WILDFLOWERS 10TH ANNUAL TOYS FOR KIDS CSC FUNDRAISER • PHOTOS BY LAUREN GRACE PHOTOGRAPHY

Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS • Email: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022 • Page 19

Page 20 • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022

• Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS• E-Mail: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com

Record shattered in Great Alabama 650 Paddle Race

By David Rainer
“That’s what you have to do to be fast,” Cox said.
“Sometimes you have to fight off the sleep monsters.
Al.Dept. of Conservation & Nat. Resources
With almost perfect weather and water conditions, There were definitely moments when I wasn’t paddling
Paul Cox and Joe Mann shattered the record for the well. I was trying to stay upright, splashing myself with
Great Alabama 650 (AL650) paddling race that tra- water. You have to talk to each other and tell stories.
versed Alabama from Weiss Lake in the northeast cor- My partner, Joe, is a great storyteller, but he finally
ner of the state to Fort Morgan on the state’s beautiful told me no more stories. That’s when I knew we needed
to pull over and get some sleep.”
Gulf Coast.
Although the rapids at Wetumpka broke up the rouCox and Mann won last year’s AL650 in 5 days, 22
hours and 8 minutes. The team covered the 650 miles tine for the paddlers, Cox especially appreciated
this year in 4 days, 17 hours and 2 minutes. Runners- Mitchell Lake.
“I think the Mitchell Lake section was probably my faup Rod Price and Bobby Johnson finished in 4 days, 22
hours and 25 minutes. The top female and solo paddler vorite of the whole race,” he said. “It’s just so beautiful.
was Salli O’Donnell, who finished in 4 days, 22 hours You have the rock formations that jut out from the eastern side of the lake.
and 39 minutes.
“Then you get to Wetumpka and get a little taste of
The AL650 started in 2019 as a way to showcase Alabama’s abundant waterways and diversity, according whitewater. Then you get into the Alabama River, and
to Laura Gaddy, Communications Director with the Al- it gets to be a wider, slower river. But there was obviously a lot of rain this year, so the rivers were moving
abama Scenic River Trail.
“We wanted a way to highlight how valuable our wa- faster this year. That contributed to the faster pace.”
After the paddlers went through Montgomery and
terways are for recreation,” Gaddy said. “We thought,
what better way to demonstrate that than to invite the Selma, they found out just what rural Alabama looks
like.
world’s best racers to compete on this course.
“You don’t see many people after Selma,” Cox said. “As
“They said the AL650 is one of the toughest courses in
a racer, you start having to deal with sleepiness, being
the world. They say it’s a paddler’s race.”
One reason the paddlers deem the AL650 one of the tired and not seeing your crew as often. North of Selma,
toughest courses is they have to portage around nine we would see our crew about every 12 miles. After
dams on the Coosa and Alabama rivers. Once they get Selma, we went for stretches up to 50 miles before seeto the Mobile River, the portages are finished, but then ing them.”
During the stops, the support crew met the competithey must deal with the unpredictable conditions on
tors with warm clothes, food and fresh water. They preMobile Bay.
“We are accomplishing the goal we had when we pared warm food, like chili or roast beef and mashed
started the race,” Gaddy said. “People are becoming potatoes, that they put in Thermos containers for the
more aware how valuable our waterways are. This com- paddlers to take on the next leg of the race.
“That was the difference,” Cox said. “Our fantastic
petition is known internationally among elite paddlers.
They put it on their bucket list of events. We think as crew would do anything for us.”
Cox and Mann then got a close-up view of the magnifpeople recognize our water is so good that elite paddlers
are willing to travel across the globe that everybody, icent Mobile-Tensaw Delta, although it wasn’t as long a
even Alabamians, will recognize how unique our re- visit as last year.
“The river down south was flowing so fast that we
sources are.”
The number of entries into the AL650 is capped at 20 made great time,” Cox said.
While Mitchell was the fato be able to staff the route.
vorite spot for Cox, Mann said
“We want to manage the
Mobile Bay prorace in a way that is respon“Anytime the big rollers came traversing
vided a unique satisfaction,
sible,” Gaddy said. “Organizafter taking a swim in the
ing and managing the race is
in, we began to recognize the even
Bay’s brackish water.
a feat unto itself. We have to
“I’m not a big ocean guy,”
have staff at each one of the
angles of the waves. There
Mann said. “I live in Kansas
nine portages.”
Even though the winning were two different sets of wave City, Missouri, about as far
away from the ocean as you
team set a new standard for
the race, Cox, who lives in At- currents that would cross each can get. I’ve never been a fan of
the bays. I was not looking forlanta, said it was not easy.
“It’s extremely hard,” Cox other. We would ride one and ward to it at all. And this year
it ate us. We tipped over. We
said. “The thing I like about
the AL650 is you have so jump on the next one. The Bay had to use a lot of energy to get
back in the boat. We were more
many types of water condiended up being quite fun.”
than 90 percent to the finish.
tions. You start in the lakes
We decided it could all fall
in northern Alabama and
apart right here, so we
then you get to Wetumpka
and get a little whitewater in. The lakes can be very dif- stopped, got dry, got something to eat and slept.”
That stop gave the team enough energy to tackle the
ficult because of all the recreational boating traffic. But
this year, I’m guessing because of the overcast and Bay with waves building from an early cold front that
rainy weather, there weren’t many recreational boats prompted small craft advisories.
“It was the hardest thing I’ve had to do – get back out
on the water. We didn’t have to contend with boat
there in the dark and fight those waves,” Mann said.
wakes much, which made it better.”
Unlike other races, the AL650 has no sleep require- “But we knew if we wanted to win, that’s what we had
ment, which means that sleep deprivation is another to do. As it turned out, honestly, we had a lot of fun. We
figured out the pattern of the waves and how to do it.
hurdle for some of the paddlers.
Cox estimated their sleep consisted of an hour at We- Paul did a masterful job of steering the boat. The last
tumpka, two hours at Selma, two hours before they en- four hours, we had it down. I felt like we could take on
tered Mobile Bay and then a final two hours about anything. I was tired, but we had a much higher level
of confidence.
two-thirds of the way to Fort Morgan.

“Anytime the big rollers came in, we began to recognize the angles of the waves. There were two different
sets of wave currents that would cross each other. We
would ride one and jump on the next one. The Bay
ended up being quite fun.”
Mann said he and Cox learned a great deal from last
year’s race and utilized that knowledge to shave as
much time as possible.
“The first time you do something like this, it’s a magical sense of adventure and everything is new,” Mann
said. “The second time you have the learning curve.
When we looked back, it was so much fun, but we made
a lot of mistakes. With a course this long, there’s a lot
of room for mistakes, which adds up to a significant
amount of time.
“I think the difference this year was we approached
this a lot more analytically. It’s not that we didn’t want
to have fun, because we did. Before it was a magical adventure. This time it was how were we going to execute
our plan to stay in the boat and keep moving. Obviously, we did that by beating our old time by almost 30
hours.”
Cox would not commit to attempting a three-peat because of logistics of such a long race. He does not count
it out though.
“What makes the 650 so cool is the varied conditions
you have to contend with,” he said. “You have lakes,
rivers, whitewater and the bay. It’s quite a challenge.
I’ve been competing for 15 years. I’ve done races in the
Yukon Territory. I did the 1,000-mile race up there a
few years ago.
“But this one is special because of the diversity of habitat. You’ve got mountains and swamps. You see everything from great blue herons to eagles. You always feel
like you’re in the real natural world. I think it’s a great
race. Alabama is so beautiful. Alabama has a lot to offer
for sure.”
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

• Sassy Bass Singer/Songwriter Contest Qualifying
Round: 6-9p.m; Sassy Bass Cookout Tiki Bar, Fort
Morgan.
• Adam Tyler Brown: 6; Tacky Jacks, Fort Morgan.
• Bingo: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.
• Adam Holt: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport Marina; Gulf
Shores.
• Shawn Lackey: 5; Doc’s Seafood & Steakhouse;
Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Stephen Lee Veal Bay Area Songwriters: 5; Front
Porch; Lillian.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible Probables:
Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4 p.m.; free;
family friendly; Flora-Bama; Perdido Key.
• Robert Broom: 5; American Legion Post 44; Foley.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange Beach.
• Open Jam: 7:30; Good Time Charlie’s; Foley.
• Open Mic: 6; Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores.
• Gary Story & Friends: 8; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• John Joiner & Darrel Roberts: 6; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Karaoke & League Pool: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Pappa Rocco’s;
Gulf Shores.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post 99; Foley.
• BBRC Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores; lafleetfeet.com.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:15 a.m.; all levels
welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis Center.
• Food Ministry at Morgan's Chapel United
Methodist Church: 8-9 a.m.; 6325 Cty Rd 10, Bon
Secour, (across from Swift School); 251-979-2005.
• Food Ministry For Hungry Families: noon-1 p.m.;
Grace Lutheran Church, corner of West 23rd Ave.
and West 4th St. in Gulf Shores; 251-968-5991.
• Food Bank: 9 - 11 a.m every Wednesday, Perdido
Bay Baptist Church, 12600 Sorrento Rd. Pensacola;
call for eligiblity requirements at (850) 492-2604.
• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Orange Beach
United Methodist Church Brook's Center.
• Al-Non: 12:30; Live Oak AFG, St John's Episcopal

Church, 401 Live Oak Ave., Pensacola.

THU, NOV 17

• Tim Robinson: 7; Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Ronnie Presley: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport Marina;
Gulf Shores.
• Christina Christian Duo: 5:30; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf Shores.
• Open Mic w/ Johnny Barbato: 6; Front Porch; Lillian.
• The Gathering Pastor Rick Long: 10am; Front
Porch; Lillian.
• Timmi G: 6; Sunset Cork Room; Gulf Shores.
• Lisa Zanghi & Leaann Creswell: 5; Doc’s Seafood
& Steakhouse; Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• This Side of 49: 6; Sunset Cork Room; Gulf Shores.
• Skyline Kings: 6; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible Probables:
Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4 p.m.; free;
family friendly; Flora-Bama; Perdido Key.
• Andy Andrews Live: 12:15; Andy Andrews General
Store & Museum; The Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Grief Support Group: 1-3; Gulf Shores First Baptist Church; 251-968-7369.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Holly Days on Main & Santa Pub Crawl in Dec. at Wharf
Returning for its third year on the Alabama Gulf Coast, the
Holly Days on Main Festival, presented by South Baldwin Regional Medical Center & Riviera Utilities, will be taking over The
Wharf in Orange Beach on Dec. 10 & 11. A free-to-attend festival
run by the Coastal Alabama Business Chamber, Holly Days on
Main looks to bring some Christmas cheer by catering to all ages.
Holly Days takes advantage of the wide Main Street area of The
Wharf to line vendors up and down the complex. Vendors will be
selling a variety of fine arts, retail goods, and arts & crafts, making the festival the perfect stop for last minute Christmas gift
shopping.
"We’ve already had an influx of applications from vendors who
have never partaken in the event before,” said Steve Jones, VP of
Special Events & Community Relations for the Chamber. “It’s a
newer venture for us and I think the word is really starting to
spread amongst the community”.
Shopping isn’t the only draw to the event as an entertainment
stage, sponsored by Wharf tenant Dick’s Last Resort, will showcase Christmas themed performances by youth choir & dance
programs. Also on-tap, Wharf tenants will be offering a variety of
specials & discounts, kids activities will be available courtesy of
Flip Flop Vacations in the Chamber’s office, and The Wharf will
be receiving a pass-by of the LuLu’s Lighted Boat Parade the Saturday evening of the festival.
The Lower Alabama Young Professionals’ Santa Pub Crawl, presented by Gulf Group at EXP Realty, will also be making a return. The event serves as a Toys for Tots fundraiser with
attendees asked to bring a $10 or toy donation to take part. All
money and toys collected will stay within the Baldwin County
area.
Open to all ages 21 & up, the Pub Crawl encourages attendees
to dress up in their best Santa (or Christmas related) costume.
Food and drink specials will be offered by the on-site bars and
restaurants at The Wharf. Attendees can win prizes through raffle tickets available for purchase, entering in the evening’s costume contest (pictured), or by getting a bingo on their
participating venues purchasing card. Last year’s crawl saw over
300 attendees who helped raise $1,200 and two boxes full of toys.
Visit bit.ly/hollydays22 or contact Chamber Communications
Coordinator Ryan Moberly at 251.968.8651 for more info.

• Karaoke: 6; Tacky Jacks; Gulf Shores.
• William Gibson: 5; The Perch, Gulf
State Park Lodge, Gulf Shores.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke w. Howard: 7; Tacky Jacks, Ft.
Morgan.
• Tim Roberts: 6; The Tin Top Restaurant, Bon Secour.
• Karaoke: 9; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• Bar Trivia Night: 5; Bar 45 Lounge at
ONE CLUB, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke w. Kelly: 8; Sandshaker at
The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Bridge: 11:30 a.m.; Orange Beach Senior Center, 251-981-3440.
• Texas Hold ‘em: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Baldwin Senior Softball Group: 10
a.m.; 50 and over; 10.am.; call 225/3138516 for info & location.
• Gulf Shores United Methodist Church
Bread Ministry: 9-10; every Thursday;
room 103 on the south campus, next to
Crossroad; 251 968-2411.
• Al-Anon: 7; Orange Beach Presbyterian
Church, 26640 Canal Rd.
• AA: Noon; Perdido Bay UMC Worship
Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point)

p.m.; free; family friendly; Flora-Bama;
Perdido Key.
• Bubba ‘N Them: 6; The Point; Innerarity Point.
• Tim Spencer: noon; Splash Pool; Perdido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Guided Pier Walk: 9-10 a.m; Gulf State
Park Pier; Gulf Shores.
• Open Mic: 7; American Legion Post
199; Fairhope.
• Chase Brown: 5; The Perch, Gulf State
Park Lodge, Gulf Shores.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke w. Kelly Ann: 6; American Legion Post 99; Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:15 a.m.;

all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly);
weigh-in 9; meeting 9:30; Foley Sr. Center, 304 E. Rose Ave.; 251-979-1075.
• Al-Anon: noon; Our Lady of the Gulf
Catholic Church, Gulf Shores.

SAT, NOV 19

• Tree Lighting Ceremony: 5 p.m.; Downtown OWA; Foley.
• Jam Night: 6; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf
Shores.
• Experience the Oyster: 11 a.m. til; The
Hangout Courtyard, Gulf Shores.
• Wire & PaPa: 2; Front Porch; Lillian.

FRI, NOV 18

• Gringo Fife: 6; Tacky Jacks, Fort Morgan.
• Jesse Duncan Trio: 6; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf Shores.
• J. Hawkins: 2; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Gearhead; 6; Front Porch; Lillian.
• The Gathering Pastor Rick Long:
10am; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Dustin Martin: 5; Tacky Jacks, Gulf
Shores.
• Lefty Collins: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• High Times: 7; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity
Point.
• Dan Plante & Friends: 6; Sassy Bass
Tiki & Cook-Out Bar; Fort Morgan.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4

Taylor Hicks part of Dec. 17 Charlie Brown Christmas at Saenger
The 13th annual family-friendly Charlie Brown Jazz Christmas is
taking place on Dec. 17 at 6 p.m. at the Saenger Theatre Mobile. The
show features The Joe Cool Trio performing Vince Guaraldi’s A Charlie Brown Christmas. This year’s show will also feature the musical
gifts of singer, songwriter and American Idol winner Taylor Hicks of
Birmingham, the first American Idol winner to secure a long-term
residency at a Las Vegas casino. A portion of the proceeds will go to
Mobile’s Child Advocacy Center, which responds to child abuse. Tickets are on sale online and in person at the Saenger Box Office (open
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) or Mobile Civic Center Box Office
(open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). For information regarding accessible seating tickets, call 251-208-7381.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Perdido Key Chamber is
Sassy Bass Singer/Songwriter Contest final is Nov. 30
The final round of the of the Sassy Bass Singer/Songwriter ConBest of Florida recipient
test will be held at Sassy Bass Cookout Tiki Bar in Fort Morgan
on Nov. 30 from 6-9 p.m. The first of preliminary rounds was held
on Nov. 2, and preliminary rounds continue on Nov. 16 and Nov.
23 at the bistro located at 8818 State Hwy 180 (Fort Morgan Rd.).
A minimum of five songwriters, including one winner from each
preliminary round, will advance to the final. Songwriters can register online for consideration at sassybass.com. Call 251-948-3052
for info. The winner will be determined by a vote among the audience and ballots will be given to all patrons who enter the venue
before 6 p.m. during the final round. There is no cover charge to
attend.
The contest winner will earn $1500, a $500 Sassy Bass restaurant gift card, and have their name engraved on a plaque displayed at Sassy Bass Cookout Tiki Bar. Second place is good for
$500 and a $500 Sassy Bass restaurant gift card. The place writer
gets a $500 Sassy Bass restaurant gift card and fourth place a
$100 Sassy Bass restaurant gift card.

O.B. Wildlife Center staff treats rare Flammulated Owl
Orange Beach Wildlife Center staff responded to report of an owl
perched on a beach chair letting people easily approach it and discovered
that this bird was a flammulated owl, a species native to the West Coast
of the U.S. and Central America. According to the OBWC facebook page,
there are only three records of this species ever being in Alabama, the
last being in 2003! Needless to say, this bird was certainly out of its range
and needed intervention.
Upon initial examination, the owl had no physical injuries and was in
good body condition. It was alert and responsive initially, but unfortunately its condition began to rapidly decline. Despite the staff’s best efforts, the owl passed away after a very short time. The owl will be sent off
for a full necropsy (an autopsy for animals) to determine the cause of
death. “While we are sad that this rare bird did not survive, it was very
exciting to have it in our state and get to see one up close,’’ OBWC staff
reported. Flammulated Owls are among the smallest owl species of North
America, and the bird found in Orange Beach weighed in at 45 grams.

Soles4Souls gently used shoe drive continues until Dec. 1
The 5th annual Soles4Souls (S4S) shoe drive continues through
Dec. 1 at The Caribe in Orange Beach and the Copper Kettle Tea
Bar in Foley. Both businesses are collecting new and used gently
used shoes through a partnership with S4S, which will distribute
the shoes to those in need and in poverty-stricken areas. Shoes go
to shelters, and communities in need, and helping people in lowincome communities create sources of income. Drop off shoes at
the Caribe Resort front gate at 28103 Perdido Beach Blvd., and
the Copper Kettle Tea Bar at 106 N. Chicago St.

An annual readers’ poll
named the Perdido Key Chamber as a Best of Florida recipient for 2022 in the chamber of
commerce category.
“We are so thrilled to be
among the winners,” Tammy
Thurow, Chamber President,
said "With a membership about
350 businesses, we feel a little
like David in the story of David
and Goliath. To be able to successfully compete alongside
Chambers with much larger
membership numbers is a
dream come true. We often
refer to ourselves as The Little
Chamber That Could and it is
an incredible honor to be recognized for what we are able to
accomplish to promote Perdido
Key and our member businesses.”
The process starts with a
nomination on the Guide to
Florida website. Voting remains open throughout the
year, with tens of thousands of
votes ultimately received. The
process culminates with the
publishing of the Best of
Florida Keepsake Annual along
with a statewide publicity campaign.
Best of Florida winners and
nominees are chosen by a combination of readers’ votes and
editors’ input, and are vetted
through several ranking sites,
Better Business Bureau complaint reports, and voting pattern analysis reports. Guide to
Florida recognizes three levels
of winners: The Best of Florida,
Best of Florida Regional Winners and Honorable Mentions.
"We want to thank all of the
local residents, businesses and
the many visitors to our beautiful area that voted for us."
Thurow said.
For more information go to
the Perdido Key Chamber’s
website or call 850-492-4660.
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• Southern Riptide: 6; Front
Porch; Lillian.
• Strickly Rivers: 7; Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Mike Diamond: 5; Woodside Restaurant at Gulf State Park; Gulf Shores.
• Light Travelers: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Basch Jernigan: 6; Sunset Cork Room;
Gulf Shores.
• Robert Broom: 6:30; American Legion
Post 99; Foley.
• Brandon Giles: 7; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Destiny Brown: 5; The Perch, Gulf
State Park Lodge, Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke w. Bree & David: 7; American
Legion Post 199; Fairhope.
• The Defrosters: 2; Flying Harpoon II;
Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 9; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke w. Howard: 7; Tacky Jacks, Ft.
Morgan.
• Coastal Alabama Farmers and Fishermans Market: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 20733 Miflin Rd. (County Rd. 20), Foley.
• Texas Hold ‘em: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Baldwin County Republican Executive
Committee: 10 a.m.; Robertsdale City

Hall Building; 251-379-0748 or don@mcgrifflaw. com
• Optimist Club of Perdido Bay: breakfast every Saturday at 7 a.m. at the Lillian Community Club in Lillian; (251)
961-2620.
• Ladies AA: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.; Perdido
Bay UMC Worship Center, 13660 Innerarity Point Rd., (Innerarity Point) Pensacola.

SUN, NOV 20

• Strickly Rivers: 7; Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Spicy Danger: 4; Big Beach Brewery;
Gulf Shores.
• Colby Girard: 5; Woodside Restaurant
at Gulf State Park; Gulf Shores.
• Johnny B, Britt Meacham, Cathy Pace:
4; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Chris Beverly: 5; Doc’s Seafood &
Steakhouse; Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Gypsy Pearl: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Danny Grady: 2; Fraternal Order of
Eagles Lodge; Foley.
• Bends & Brews Yoga: 11 a.m.; in the
courtyard; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf
Shores.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
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Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange Beach.
• The Defrosters: 2; Flying Harpoon II; Orange
Beach.
• Rodger & Elaine: 6; American Legion Post 44,
Gulf Shores.
• DNA Trio: 4; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• League Pool: 7; The Office, Foley.

MON, NOV 21

• Josh Newcom: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport Marina; Gulf
Shores.
• Austin Thompson: 5; Doc’s Seafood & Steakhouse;
Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible Probables:
Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4 p.m.; free;
family friendly; Flora-Bama; Perdido Key.
• Tim Spencer: noon; Splash Pool; Perdido Beach
Resort; Orange Beach.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange Beach.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon; Church of
Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf Shores; (new members welcome).
• Smokey Otis: 7; Papa Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Sparks After Dark Fireworks: 8:45; The Wharf,
Orange Beach.
• Open Mic w/Davo: 7; Sandshaker at The Wharf;
Orange Beach.
• Key Songwriter's Open Mic: 7; The Breakfast
Club; Perdido Key
• Bridge (11 a.m.) & Bingo (6 p.m.): American Legion Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• League Pool: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:15 a.m.; all levels
welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis Center; corner of West
19th Ave. and West 2nd St.
• Celebrate Recovery: (Christ centered 12 step program); Monday evenings at 6 p.m.;Island Church in
Orange Beach; 251-967-4840.
• Overeaters Anonymous: 6; Holy Spirit Episcopal
Church; Gulf Shores, 616 Ft. Morgan Rd.; 251-7095907.

• Bingo: 6; American LegionPost 99, Gulf Shores.
• Al-Anon: 7; Orange Beach Presbyterian Church,
26640 Canal Rd.

TUE, NOV 22

• Greg Brown: 6:30; Sassy Bass Cookout Tiki Bar,
Fort Morgan.
• Rock Bottom: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport Marina; Gulf
Shores.
• Top Hat & Jackie: 5; Doc’s Seafood & Steakhouse;
Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Rhonda Hart & Elaine Petty: 5; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible Probables:
Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4 p.m.; free;
family friendly; Flora-Bama; Perdido Key.
• Jam Night: 6; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf Shores.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange Beach.
• Andy Andrews Live: 12:15; Andy Andrews General Store & Museum; The Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Karaoke/Bingo: 6; Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9-noon; Church of
Christ, 2414 West 1st St., Gulf Shores; (new mem-
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Coastal Half Marathon, 5K & 1-Mile Fun Run Nov. 26 at Orange Beach Sportsplex
Trot off the turkey with family and friends Thanksgiving
weekend with the Coastal Half Marathon, 5K & 1-Mile Fun
Run presented by This Is Alabama Saturday, Nov. 26. Taking
place at the Orange Beach Sportsplex, participants can walk,
wheel or run their way along the Hugh S. Branyon Backcountry Trail at Gulf State Park in the morning and make it back
home or a local watering hole for the Iron Bowl.
“2022 marks the 15th year of the Coastal Half Marathon, and
we’re gearing up for what we’re expecting to be the biggest and
best one yet,” said Joe Fleenor, president of Team Magic, the
company Gulf Shores | Orange Beach Sports & Events contracts to manage the event. “Happening the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, this is the perfect place to burn off some of those
extra calories as families from across the region will be joining
us for what we believe to be one of the greatest racecations and
family fun events in the country."
Drive-thru packet pick-up will take place at the sportsplex
Friday, Nov. 25, from 3-5 p.m. and the morning of the race from
6:30-7:30 a.m. The half-marathon is set to begin at 8 a.m. followed by the 5K at 8:10 a.m. and the fun run at 8:20 a.m. The
post-race party will feature food by Cosmo’s Restaurant & Bar,
beer for participants 21 and up, live music, inflatables, a rock
wall and face painting – to name a few.
Learn more and register now at Team-Magic.com. For information on upcoming athletic events along Alabama’s Gulf
Coast, visit GSOBsports.com, or call 1-800-745-SAND.

Alabama oyster harvest off to a great start
By David Rainer
AL. Dept. of Con. and Nat. Resources

Those who love to dine on Alabama’s
succulent oysters are in luck. The state’s
oyster season opened on October 3, and
the oyster catchers are busy plucking
those delicious bivalves from the reefs in
coastal waters.
Scott Bannon, Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources’
(ADCNR) Director of the Marine Resources Division (MRD), said both the
number of catchers and sacks of oysters
harvested per day are up from last season.
“To my knowledge, we had a record
number of catchers for an opening day at
243,” Bannon said. “The max we had last
year on any given day was 211. Last
year, we averaged 180 catchers a day.
This year, we’re averaging 220.
“The harvest is going well. We averaged
about 800 sacks a day last year, and
we’re averaging about 1,200 sacks a day
this year.”
An average sack of oysters weighs about
85 pounds. Oyster prices are ranging
from 75 to 90 centers per pound currently. Commercial catchers are limited
to six sacks per day.
“The average is 5.7 sacks per day, so
most catchers are getting their limit almost every day,” Bannon said. “Our preseason surveys gave us an indication
that this year would be similar to last
year. Last year we harvested just under
50,000 sacks total. It’s hard to predict
how long the season will run and how
many sacks we will allow for harvest.
We’ll be doing weekly surveys on the
reefs, looking at the material coming up
to the decks of the boats. We’re looking

at the cultch material, small oysters and
the spat, which are the larval oysters.”
A harvestable oyster is 3 inches across
its widest point. MRD Conservation Enforcement Officers use a 3-inch ring to
measure the oysters. If the oyster passes
through the ring, it is considered sublegal or undersized. If the oyster touches
the sides of the 3-inch ring, it is considered legal to harvest. Catchers are allowed to harvest oysters from 7 a.m. to 2
p.m. during the open season.
“We look at the legal-size oysters in the
grid system,” Bannon said. “This is our
third year with the grid system, which
we use for reporting. We use the harvest
per grid and look at the harvest from last
year to tie all this information together
to continue to maintain and grow the resource, but also provide an opportunity
for catchers to make a living and provide
product for the market.”
Last year’s season lasted 79 days, but
the MRD does not use a quota to determine the closing date.
“We base it on how we survey the reefs
with actual catchers out there working,”
Bannon said. “With the grid system, the
catchers are able to move into different
areas that they haven’t worked before.
Last year, they harvested just under
10,000 sacks off the east side in Mobile
Bay.
“Our surveys, which are small, didn’t
show we had that substantial a population in that area, but when the catchers
got out there and started working, they
found the areas where there were harvestable oysters, which is what we had
hoped they would do. Hopefully, they will
be able to move over there this year and
possibly expand on it because they didn’t

bers welcome).
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• JW Karaoke: 6; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity
Point.
• Danny Grady; 3; American Legion Post
44; Gulf Shores.
• Bridge: 11:30 a.m.; Orange Beach Senior Center, 251-981-3440.
• Pool Tourney: 7; Snapper’s; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke w. Kelly: 8; Sandshaker at The
Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Texas Hold ‘em: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Coastal Alabama Farmers and Fishermans Market: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 20733 Miflin Rd. (County Rd. 20), Foley.
• GriefShare Support Group, 6; Point
Baptist Church, 13801 Innerarity Point
Rd, Pensacola; 601-278-6973.
• South Baldwin Republican Women:
Gift Horse Rest., 11:30 a.m.; 4th Tuesday
of Every Month, public invited, Info: 251978-6178.
• Manna Center Food Pantry: 9-11 & 2-4;
First Baptist Church of Gulf Shores; 2300
West 1st St.; also adult & children's
clothes, computer access, limited financial assistance. Info: 251-948-2485.
• Orange Beach City Council Meeting: 5

get over there until late in the season
last year.
“I anticipate a season very similar to
last year’s. The oyster catchers are providing very positive feedback about what
they’re seeing and how they feel about
the condition of the reefs. Those are good
signs, but we’re still in a rebuilding
phase. We don’t
want to overharvest, but we want
“Oyster
maximize the
taste is envi- to
opportunities.”
is working
ronmentally onMRD
new technology
driven. Con- to survey the
reefs. The surveys
ditions are
consist of taking a
right in Ala- one-square-meter
grid on the reef
bama with
and counting oysand material
the influx of ters
inside the grid.
“We’re working
freshwater
on developing a
that goes
mechanical arm to
the surveys,”
through Mo- do
Bannon said. “We
will be able to do
bile Bay to
the surveys much
mix with the quicker, which
we can sursalinity of the means
vey more areas
and identify areas
Gulf.’’
that need cultch
planting and areas
with oysters that we will encourage the
catchers to harvest. With the grid system, now we can tell the catchers the
grids that have oysters. By next season,
we should have that in place.
“We feel comfortable with the cultch
material we have in place, but we will
seek funding for more cultch planting to
help expand the areas that have been

p.m.; City Hall; 980-INFO.
• Overcomers Outreach: 7 p.m.; First
Baptist Church of Orange Beach; 9801705.
• Kiwanis Club of Big Lagoon: 7:30 a.m.;
(1st, 3rd, and 4th Tue); Point Baptist
Church, 13801 Innerarity Point Rd., Pensacola.
• Foley Kiwanis Club: noon; Vallarta's,
1145 S. McKenzie St., Foley; 859-7716091.
• Al-Anon: 7 p.m.; Lillian United
Methodist Church, 12770 N. Perdido St.

WED, NOV 23

• Sassy Bass Singer/Songwriter Contest
Qualifying Round: 6-9p.m; Sassy Bass
Cookout Tiki Bar, Fort Morgan.
• Grayson Capps & Corky Hughes: 6; Big
Beach Brewery; Gulf Shores.
• T-Bone Montgomery:5;Front Porch; Lillian.
• Mac Walters: 6; Tacky Jacks, Fort Morgan.
• Bingo: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.
• Adam Holt: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Shawn Lackey: 5; Doc’s Seafood &
Steakhouse; Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Robert Broom: 5; American Legion Post

productive the past couple of years.”
Alabama also allows recreational harvest of oysters with a 100-oyster daily
limit per catcher. Recreational catchers
must check in at the oyster management
stations at Delta Port or the Cutoff
Ramp across from Jemison’s Bait Shop
on Dauphin Island Parkway at Coden.
Bannon said
adult oysters can
“Adult oys- filter as much as
50 gallons of water
ters can fil- per day, which
means an abunter 50
dant wild oyster
population in Alagallons of
bama is critical for
water quality and
water per
provides crucial
day, which habitat for a variety of fish species
means an
and marine animals.
abundant
Alabama oysters
wild oyster are also in high
demand at restaupopulation
rants and seafood
across the
in Alabama outlets
nation.
“Oyster taste is
is critical for environmentally
water qual- driven,” Bannon
said. “Conditions
ity.’’
are right in Alabama with the influx of freshwater
that goes through Mobile Bay to mix
with the salinity of the Gulf of Mexico.
That makes for a generally tasty oyster.
That’s why there’s such a demand for Alabama oysters, and we want to keep that
product in the market as long as we can.”
Visit outdooralabama.com/oysterharvest for details about Alabama’s oyster
season.
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COOKIN’ WITH CAROLYN
BY CAROLYN GODFREY
Pork Chop and Cabbage Skillet Dinner
1 pound thin-cut boneless pork chops, trimmed
1 tsp. dried thyme
1/4 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. ground pepper
3 tsp. canola oil, divided
1 cup sliced onion
5 cups shredded green cabbage
1/2 cup sliced carrot
1 can (14 oz.) reduced-sodium chicken broth
3/4 cup water
2 tsp. coarse-grain mustard
1 tsp. apple-cider vinegar
Mix the thyme, salt and pepper in a small bowl. Rub the thyme
mixture over the pork chops. Heat 2 tsp. of the oil in a nonstick
skillet over medium heat. Add the pork chops and cook until
browned and just cooked through, 2 to 3 minutes per side. Transfer to a plate, cover loosely with foil, and keep warm. Add the remaining 1 tsp. oil to the skillet. Add the onion and cook over
medium heat, stirring often, until softened, 1-to 2 minutes. Add
the cabbage and carrots; cook, stirring, until wilted, about 2 minutes. Add the broth and water, bring to a simmer. Cover and cook
over medium heat until the cabbage is tender, 10 to 15 minutes.
Stir in the mustard and vinegar. Season with pepper. Serve the
pork chops over the cabbage mixture. Serves: 4.
Enjoy!

PERDIDO BAY OPTIMIST DONATIONEsther Milne, a representative from
The Lighthouse recently received a
check from Dodd Bouchillon, President of the Optimist Club of Perdido
Bay. The donation is a sponsorship of
the group's 22nd Annual Sunset Supper to be held Nov. 10. The Lighthouse is a non-profit agency that
provides domestic violence services
and sexual assault services to Baldwin County.

44; Foley.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4
p.m.; free; family friendly; Flora-Bama;
Perdido Key.
• Island Quilters Guild: 9:30; Gulf Shores
Activity Center, Gulf Sshores.
• Open Mic: 6; Tacky Jacks; Gulf Shores.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• Gary Story & Friends: 8; Sandshaker at
The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• John Joiner & Darrel Roberts: 6; Hub
Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Gulf Shores Lions Club: noon; 2nd &
4th Wednesday; noon; Adult Activity
Center, Gulf Shores; 251-968-2823.
• BBRC Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke & League Pool: 7:30; The Office, Foley.
• Open Jam: 7:30; Good Time Charlie’s;
Foley.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post
99; Foley.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:15 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center.
• Food Bank: 9-11 a.m every Wednesday,
Perdido Bay Baptist Church, 12600 Sor-

rento Rd. Pensacola; call for eligiblity requirements at (850) 492-2604.
• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Orange Beach United Methodist Church
Brook's Center.
• Food Ministry For Hungry Families:
noon-1 p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church, corner of West 23rd Ave. and West 4th St. in
Gulf Shores; 251-968-5991.
• Gulf Shores Lions Club: noon; 2nd &
4th Wednesday; noon; Adult Activity
Center; 251-968-2823.
• Al-Non: 12:30; Live Oak AFG, St John's
Episcopal Church, 401 Live Oak Ave.,
Pensacola.

THU, NOV 24

• Thanksgiving Potluck: noon; FloraBama; bring a side dish & enjoy; Perdido
Key.
• Brigham Cason: 5; Big Beach Brewery;
Gulf Shores.
• Lisa Zanghi & Leaann Creswell: 5;
Doc’s Seafood & Steakhouse; Beach Rd.,
Orange Beach.
• Brandon Giles: 6; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Open Mic w/ Gary Story:6; Front Porch;
Lillian.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4
p.m.; free; family friendly; Flora-Bama;
Perdido Key.

Dec. 2 Community Christmas at Sims Park kicks off G.S. holiday events
Whether it’s eating Breakfast with the man in red, or listening to Christmas classics at the Baldwin Pops Holiday Concert, families of all ages are
invited to join in the excitement of the season in Gulf Shores.
• Community Christmas at Sims Park; December 2 ; 6-8 p.m. - Families
can enjoy pictures with Santa, holiday treats, crafts, and the 7th Annual
Snowball Drop. The Snowball Drop is a man-made blizzard featuring
8,000 ping pong balls dropped from above by Santa. Winning snowballs
will have a number that correlates with a prize supplied by our generous
sponsors.
• The Baldwin Pops Holiday Concert; December 6; 7 p.m. - The Baldwin
Pops band for a Christmas Concert at the Erie H. Meyer Civic Center.
The Baldwin Pops is an organization of volunteer musicians whose mission is to share music in a concert band format free of charge. Seats are
first come, first serve. Baldwin Pops Concerts are a collection site for the
US Marine Corps Reserves Toys for Tots program. Patrons are encouraged to bring a new, unwrapped gift.
• Movies at Meyer Park – Christmas Edition; December 15; 6-8 p.m. Bring a blanket, lawn chair, friends, and family, and enjoy a free Christmas movie, Elf, under the stars! Bleus Burger Food Truck will be onsite
for those who want to purchase food, and the Coastal Alabama Business
Chamber will be set up selling beverages.
• Breakfast with Santa; December 17; 8 a.m. - Children will have the opportunity to visit with Santa at the Erie H. Meyer Civic Center. Families
can dive into a wholesome breakfast complete with sausage, bacon, eggs,
and pancakes. Admission is $5.00, while children 3 and under are free.
Children will also receive a complimentary picture with Santa.
In addition to these larger community events, several other City of Gulf
Shores departments will be hosting holiday programs residents are encouraged to participate. They include Christmas Social and BINGO,
Phone Calls from Santa, Christmas Storytime, Adult Christmas Card
Making Class and Gulf Shores Beautification Board Awards. For detailed
information on all of these events, please visit gulfshoresal.gov.

BLESSING OF THE PETS: The First Presbyterian Church of Gulf Shores recently held a pet blessing service. Rev. Chrisy
Ennen went around and offered a blessing to each of the pets in attendance, along with a treat for the pet, and a treat for the
owner.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Nov. 19 OWA tree lighting includes fireworks, snow
Help kick off the Christmas season at OWA Parks &
Resort the 6th annual Tree Lighting Ceremony on
Saturday, Nov. 19 from 5-8:30 p.m. Enjoy a snowy
Tree Lighting ceremony with Christmas music playing through the streets of Downtown. Live entertainment will be followed by an epic lighting of
OWA’s giant, 36-foot-tall Christmas tree, snowfall
and fireworks display. This event is free to attend in
Downtown OWA. More info: visitowa.com.

Monthly skins game is Dec. 4 at O.B. Golf Center
The Orange Beach Golf Center will host its next
skins game of the fall/winter season on Sunday, Dec.
4, and then on the first Sunday of each month
through March, with a shotgun start at 1 p.m.
There are Skins on all 18 holes, a closest-to-the-pin
contest, and $250 for a hole-in-one on any of the 18
holes. Cost is $5.50 for Golf Center members and $22
for non-members. The course is located at 4700 Easy
Street, off of Canal Rd. More info: 251-981-GOLF
(4653).

Business Alabama honors CACC’s Josh Duplantis
The November isssue of Business Alabama recognized Josh Duplantis, Dean of Workforce Development at Coastal Alabama Community College, on its
list of standout faculty and administrators across the
state. With experience in K-12 and college settings,
Duplantis has taught a variety of business-related
classes, earning recognition from Greg Norman as a
Prosperity Pioneer and has been featured in University Business Magazine and many other local and regional publications. He is chosen frequently as a
speaker and holds a namesake award, the Josh Duplantis service award, earned by university faculty
and staff who provide exceptional service to military
veterans returning to higher education. His research
and publications around the concept of social capital
have been cited in studies in the United States, Nigeria and Turkey.

• Andy
Andrews Live: 12:15; Andy Andrews General Store & Museum;
The Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Grief Support Group: 1-3; Gulf
Shores First Baptist Church;
251-968-7369.
• Karaoke: 6; Tacky Jacks; Gulf
Shores.
• William Gibson: 5; The Perch,
Gulf State Park Lodge, Gulf
Shores.
• Bama Beach Pickleball Club: 9noon; Church of Christ, 2414
West 1st St., Gulf Shores; (new
members welcome).
• Karaoke w. Howard: 7; Tacky
Jacks, Ft. Morgan.
• Tim Roberts: 6; The Tin Top
Restaurant, Bon Secour.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s
Lobby Lounge at Perdido Beach
Resort, Orange Beach.
• Bridge: 11; American Legion
Post 44; Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke w. Kelly: 8; Sandshaker at The Wharf; Orange
Beach.

• Karaoke: 9; The Undertow; Orange Beach.
• Bridge: 11:30 a.m.; Orange
Beach Senior Center, 251-9813440.
• Texas Hold ‘em: 7; The Office,
Foley.
• Baldwin Senior Softball Group:
10 a.m.; 50 and over; 10.am.; call
225/313-8516 for info & location.
• Marine Corps League of South
Baldwin County: 6 p.m. on 4th
Thursday; The Gulf Bowl, 2881
S. Jupiter St., Foley; current and
former Marines and Corpsman
welcome.
• Rotary Club of Gulf Shores/Orange Beach: noon; Gulf Shores
Golf Club; visiting Rotarians and
guests invited.
• Gulf Shores United Methodist
Church Bread Ministry: 9-10;
every Thursday; room 103 on the
south campus, next to Crossroad;
251 968-2411.
• Al-Anon: 7; Orange Beach Presbyterian Church, 26640 Canal
Rd.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
3-Ring Circus Nov.18-20
at Baldwin Fairgrounds
Loomis Bros. Circus will be
perform Nov. 18-20 at the
Baldwin County Fairgrounds
in Robertsdale. Shows are
Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 19
at 1:30, 4:30 & 7:30 p.m., and
Nov. 20 at 3 p.m. Expect elephants, clowns, aerialists, and
show ponies, motorcycle daredevils and acrobats. Fullpriced adult tickets are $25
(there is a coupon ad. on page
22) and include free admission
for up to 2 children ages 2-12.
Buy tickets at loomiscircus.
com or at the gate. All seating
is general admission. The
Fairgrounds is located at
19477 Fairground Rd.

FRI, NOV 25

• Bo Grant of The Platters: 7; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Delta Donnie: 6; Tacky Jacks, Fort
Morgan.
• Ronnie Presley: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Bokau Groove: 6; Big Beach Brewery;
Gulf Shores.
• Platinum Premier: 7; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• J. Hawkins: 2; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Brandon Giles: 6; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Rhonda Hart & Elaine Petty :5; Front
Porch; Lillian.
• Dan Plante & Friends: 6; Sassy Bass
Tiki & Cook-Out Bar; Fort Morgan.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4
p.m.; free; family friendly; Flora-Bama;
Perdido Key.
• Bubba ‘N Them: 6; The Point; Innerarity Point.
• Tim Spencer: noon; Splash Pool; Perdido Beach Resort; Orange Beach.
• Rodger & Elaine: 7; American Legion
Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• Open Mic: 7; American Legion Post

199; Fairhope.
• Chase Brown: 5; The Perch, Gulf State
Park Lodge, Gulf Shores.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke w. Kelly Ann: 6; American Legion Post 99; Foley.
• Karaoke: 8; Snapper’s; Orange Beach.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:15 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly);
weigh-in 9; meeting 9:30; Foley Sr. Center, 304 E. Rose Ave.; 251-979-1075.
• Al-Anon: noon; Our Lady of the Gulf
Catholic Church, Gulf Shores.

SAT, NOV 26

• Coastal Half Marathon and 5K Run: 8
a.m.; Orange Beach Sportsplex, Orange
Beach.
• Gulf Coast Blues Fest: noon til; Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds.
• Bo Grant of The Platters: 7; Pappa
Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Wire& PaPa: 2; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Rhonda Hart & Elaine Petty :5; Front
Porch; Lillian.
• Brent Varner: 5; Woodside Restaurant

at Gulf State Park; Gulf Shores.
• Light Travelers: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Lee Carreon: 6:30; American Legion
Post 99; Foley.
• Kristi Dees Bad JuJu: 7; Hub Stacy’s,
Innerarity Point.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Karaoke: 6; American Legion Post 44,
Gulf Shores.
• Karaoke w. Bree & David: 7; American
Legion Post 199; Fairhope.
• Destiny Brown: 5; The Perch, Gulf
State Park Lodge, Gulf Shores.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• The Defrosters: 2; Flying Harpoon II;
Orange Beach.
• Karaoke: 9; The Undertow; Orange
Beach.
• Karaoke w. Howard: 7; Tacky Jacks, Ft.
Morgan.
• Texas Hold ‘em: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Coastal Alabama Farmers and Fishermans Market: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 20733 Miflin Rd. (County Rd. 20), Foley.

• Justin Colvard: 5; Woodside Restaurant at Gulf State Park; Gulf Shores.
• Chris Beverly: 5; Doc’s Seafood &
Steakhouse; Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Ronnie Presley: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• J.B.Dyess: 4; Front Porch; Lillian.
• Rhonda Hart & Elaine Petty :5; Front
Porch; Lillian.
• The Cordial Brothers: 3:30; Big Beach
Brewery; Gulf Shores.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Danny Grady: 2; Fraternal Order of
Eagles Lodge; Foley.
• Rodger & Elaine: 6; American Legion
Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• Bends & Brews Yoga: 11 a.m.; in the
courtyard; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf
Shores.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• The Defrosters: 2; Flying Harpoon II;
Orange Beach.
• DNA Trio: 4; Hub Stacy’s; Innerarity
Point.
• League Pool: 7; The Office, Foley.

SUN, NOV 27

MON, NOV 28

Foley establishes Sister City relationship with Hennef, Germany
By Fran Thompson
Thanks to the efforts of a commission formed specifically to find Foley a perfect international match, the
city has formed a Sister City partnership with Hennef,
Germany as way to develop mutually beneficial relationships between the cities and their citizens. The
partnership will provide an opportunity for student and
community delegations and educational, cultural, informational, and commerce exchanges.
“Foley’s interest in developing a sister city partnership
with Hennef is due to its similar characteristics,’’ said
committee chair Linda Spangrud, who has strong ties to
Hennef. Three of Spangrud’s four great grandparents
came from that area.
Both cities are rural yet urban and have close connections to surrounding communities with diverse shopping facilities. The greatest interest of the partnership
will be educational and cultural exchanges.
The first initiative in the program is an art exchange
exhibit with photos showcasing Hennef’s landmarks
and scenery inside the Truist Bank building atrium in
downtown Foley (200 W Laurel Ave.). The gallery was
formally opened by Mayor Mario Dahm of Hennef and
Mayor Ralph Hellmich of Foley on Nov. 3 and will remain open Tuesday thru Friday from noon - 4 p.m. until
Dec. 2. A Foley gallery opened in Hennef on the same
day, and both cities participated in a virtual ceremony
at the openings to commemorate their partnership.
“I believe in Sister Cities,’’ Spangrud said. “If you understand and meet other people and learn their culture,
it opens up your mind, heart and soul.’’
According to Sister Cities International, there are
nearly 2,000 partnerships between U.S. and international cities in 140 different countries. The program was
launched in 1956 by President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Hennef has 25,000 inhabitants (49,000 in its metropolitan area) and is a mixture of urban flair and rural
idyll. It is surrounded by numerous villages with the
connecting element of the region being the Sieg River
and its well-developed bicycle path through the beautiful landscape. The top tourist attraction in Hennef is
the Stadt Blankenberg castle, and 125 miles of hiking

trails with views of the Siegtal valley, Allner Castle and
Zur schmerzhaften Mutter, a pilgrimage church in
Bödingen.
Hennef industrial pioneers Carl Reuther and Eduard
Reisert invented the Chronos scale, the first legally recognized calibratable automatic scale in the world back
in 1883. Industrially manufacturing the scale marked
the beginning of Hennef’s rise as an industrial location.
“Both Foley and Hennef have educational and cultural
exchanges as their number one interest,’’ Spangrud
said. “Research found that the partnerships that last
are ones who have strong educational partnerships and
strong family connections. We have the strong family
connections with Hennef and are building a strong base
for educational partnerships.’’
A contingency from Foley will visit Hennef in May, and
Foley will welcome a group from Hennef in October.
Spangrud said Foley’s Sister City education committee
is already in communication with educators in Hennef
about joint projects.
“The literacy classes at Foley High School would like
to exchange writing projects. Hennef has interest in nature environment, marine life, sea turtles, etc. Foley
High School has a brand-new marine science program.
Our elementary students may do a pen pal project.’’
School administrators in Hennef have expressed interest in emulating Baldwin County schools’ dual enrollment programs with Coastal Alabama Community
College, according to Spangrud.
“We are interested in how they run their vocational
education and their different types of schools,’’ she said.
“We’re discussing student exchanges for 2024.’’
Additionally, Spangrud’s My Turtle books have been
translated into German and are in the library in Hennef. Her third book, "Miss Linda and the Turtle People
Celebrate Mardi Gras," will be available in English and
German this month.
Pictured: The Foley Sister Cities Commission hosted
a reception that included virtual participation from officials from Hennef and introduced the community to
its art exchange exhibit inside the Truist Bank building.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

PIER & SHORE FISHING OUTLOOK
BY DAVID “THE PIERPOUNDER” THORNTON
Similar to last month's abrupt weather change
in the wake of Hurricane Ian, the system named
Nicole passed far enough to our east to only
usher in a sharp cool snap. This should allow the
Gulf water temperature to drop a couple more
degrees into the low 70s.
Meanwhile, water in the
shallower back bays will
cool off a bit faster as
long as we keep getting
these cold fronts that reinforce the cooler temperatures. Fish usually
respond to this with a
flurry of feeding activity,
especially during the afternoon/evening rising
tide. That's when deepening water 'filling in' between the sandbars
near shore may spark fish like pompano, “whiting” (Gulf and Northern kingfish), drum, redfish
and bluefish to feed up until dark.
Sheepshead are another species which gets
more active though usually around midday. In
fact most sheepshead are caught between 9 am
and 3 pm as they browse on rocks and pilings.
Sheepshead are omnivorous with their winter
diet consisting mostly of algae growing on hard
surfaces. But they still consume a fair amount of
invertebrate species they happen across.
Sheepshead will eat barnacles, oysters, mussels,
snails, etcetera, but most are caught on live
shrimp or fiddler crabs. They also like hermit
crabs and rarely pass up a ghost shrimp fished
on the bottom. Sheepshead are noted to be quite
finicky at times when the water is calm and
clear, so keeping the line diameter and terminal
tackle to a minimum is often critical to getting a
bite in those conditions.
They are scrappy fighters that repeatedly dive
for the hard structures they tend to feed upon.
So the angler has to find a tackle balance to get
a bite, yet have enough strength to wear the fish
down without being broken off on barnacles. The
average sheepshead weighs two to four pounds,
but they commonly exceed six pounds. So a net is
often employed to land them, especially from the
pier or jetty.
When conditions are favorable, sheepshead are
a distinct possibility for anglers at the recently
opened pier near Fort Morgan. They may also be
caught near any rock rip-rap, jetties, seawalls or
piers in or close to deeper water. It often takes
some time and scouting to locate an area where
sheepshead are feeding. And each day brings
changes in the weather and water that may affect the way and time they bite. But sheepshead
are well worth the effort and renowned as good
table fare. Their white meat rivaling snapper in
taste and texture.
Pompano and whiting remain the main targets
for surf fishermen. But a decreasing number of
large redfish are still available from points near
the deeper passes like at Fort Morgan and Ala-

bama Point. Now that the dredging operation is
complete anglers have more sand on the west
side of the west jetty. That makes the trek over
the rocks shorter to get out to the end of the jetty.
Redfish and bluefish will be the main quarry, but
sheepshead are quite possible, and even some
spanish mackerel are not out of the question.
Flounder are still available to anglers, but only
as catch and release until December. But slotsized redfish are occasional by-catch in the surf,
as are large black drum. Bluefish are still available in the area mostly on spoons, but they will
bite pompano rigs too. Look for them near Fort
Morgan, the Gulf State Park Pier, the Four Seasons Pier, Little Lagoon Pass and Perdido Pass.
They are often a bycatch for anglers using live
shrimp for sheepshead in the Gulf too. So if you
get cut-off, bluefish are the most likely culprit.
Timing your fishing trips becomes more critical
as water temperature and other conditions
change, especially because of our more volatile
late fall weather. Some very good online resources are available to monitor the situation to
determine what location may be best to fish at, or
eliminate some that may be worse.
Most fishermen utilize the buoy data from
42012 (in the Gulf 12 miles south of Orange
Beach). But there is also network of automated
onshore reporting stations many are not aware
of which are maintained by some folks at the
Dauphin Island Sea Lab. It is called “ARCOS”
(Alabama's Real-Time Coastal Observing System) and the station at Perdido Pass has recently
been restored since it was taken out by Hurrcane
Sally. Current data from that station (and others) can be found online at arcos.disl.org/stations/perdido-pass/. Fishermen can find such
data as water temperature, salinity and turbidity to be quite useful when planning their fishing on a day-to-day basis.
Pictured: Ross and his dad Pug Bemis caught
this nice flounder while at the new pier at Fort
Morgan.

• Brent Burns: 5; Lulu’s at Homeport
Marina; Gulf Shores.
• Austin Thompson: 5; Doc’s Seafood &
Steakhouse; Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 14 p.m.; free; family friendly; Flora-Bama;
Perdido Key.
• Lisa Zanghi: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• Smokey Otis: 7; Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf
Shores.
• Open Mic w/Davo: 7; Sandshaker at
The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• Key Songwriter's Open Mic: 7; The
Breakfast Club; Perdido Key
• Bridge (11 a.m.) & Bingo (6 p.m.):

American Legion Post 44, Gulf Shores.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:15 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center; corner of West 19th Ave. and
West 2nd St.
• League Pool: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Overeaters Anonymous: 6; Holy Spirit
Episcopal Church; Gulf Shores, 616 Ft.
Morgan Rd.; 251-709-5907.
• Celebrate Recovery: (Christ centered
12 step program); Monday evenings at 6
p.m.;Island Church in Orange Beach;
251-967-4840.
• Al-Anon: 7; Orange Beach Presbyterian
Church, 26640 Canal Rd.

TUE, NOV 29

• Rhonda Hart & Elaine Petty :5; Front
Porch; Lillian.
• Matt Erdman: 6:30; Sassy Bass Cook-

GRAND SLAMS: There were three Grand Slams recently at the Orange Beach
Bridge Club. Jimmy Nelson and Willie Adams (left) bid and made 7 diamonds.
Jimmy and Angie Ashurst (right) bid and made 7 hearts, and Karen Marrero and
Jimmy bid and made a 7 no trump grand slam at the Orange Beach Senior Center
on October 18.

Alabama’s amberjack population is still declining
By David Rainer
Although there has been a flounder rebound in the coastal waters of Alabama, one species that is not rebounding as hoped is
the greater amberjack, and more stringent management measures are likely in the near future. The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Gulf Council) met October 24-27 in Biloxi
to consider changes to the amberjack regulations that could include an increased size limit, slot limits and season date changes.
“Amberjack, for about 30 years, has been experiencing challenges,” said Scott Bannon, director of Alabama’s Dept. of Conservation. “Previous management measures don’t seem to have
moved us toward the goal of rebuilding the amberjack stock. At
the Gulf Council level, it must consider adjusting harvest to meet
the rebuilding goal by 2027. Under the Magnuson-Stevens Act,
it’s going to take some substantial management changes to meet
that goal. There will be a vote to go final on several amendments
at Biloxi this month. That’s going to affect the harvest for commercial and recreational anglers.
“On the positive side, Dr. (Sean) Powers at the University of
South Alabama is conducting a Gulf-wide amberjack survey, kind
of a miniature version of the Great Red Snapper Count. We’re
hopeful that we’re going to get some very helpful scientific management information out of that study.” The current amberjack
season closed Oct. 31.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
out Tiki Bar, Fort Morgan.
• Top Hat & Jackie: 5; Doc’s Seafood &
Steakhouse; Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• This Side of 49: 6; Sunset Cork Room;
Gulf Shores.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4
p.m.; free; family friendly; Flora-Bama;
Perdido Key.
• Karaoke/Bingo: 6; Tacky Jacks, Gulf
Shores.
• Jam Night: 6; Big Beach Brewery; Gulf
Shores.

USCT Civil War heritage trail opens at Blakeley Park
Large contingent of African-American soldiers fought on site
Historic Blakeley State Park has opened a series of trails on previously undeveloped lands just off of Cloverleaf Landing Road on
the site where one of the largest contingents of African-American
soldiers in any Civil War battle fought. Known at the United
States Colored Troops (USCT) at the time, these troops—mostly
former slaves—comprised approximately a fourth of the Federal
army which assaulted Fort Blakeley on April 9, 1865.
The new USCT Heritage Trail will feature approximately a mile
and a half of trails which will help visitors learn about the role of
these troops in the fighting at Blakeley. Offering access to original Civil War earthworks dug under fire by USCT troops and a
stunning, unspoiled, natural habitat, the trail is a nationally-significant educational and heritage tourism product for the park
and the larger Gulf Coast region. The site is located about a mile
and half north of the main park entrance. Pictured: USCT recruiting poster.

Tin Top, Playa specialties earn slots on dishes you need to try list
The Tender Fenton at Tin Top Restaurant & Oyster Bar in Bon Secour
and Crab Toast at Playa at Sportsman Marina in Orange Beachis were
the two locally produced dishes on AL.com’s 68 Alabama Dishes Everyone
Needs to Try list published recently in This Is Alabama.
According to the story:
“The lively, laidback Playa at Sportsman Marina hits that sweet spot between casual and sophisticated, inspired and approachable.’’
“Bob and Patty Hallmark were novices at the restaurant business when
they opened their Tin Top Restaurant & Oyster Bar 20 years ago. Their
off-the-beaten-path restaurant has since become a destination for great
steaks and fresh Gulf seafood.’’
Boudin Balls at Café Acadiana in Silverhill, Shrimp Scampiano at Gambino’s Italian Grill in Fairhope, Hummus Trio at Sage Lebanese Cuisine
and Cafe in Fairhope, and Rick Bragg’s “Ode to Grouper” Sandwich at
Sunset Pointe at Fly Creek Marina in Fairhope were other Baldwin
County restaurants with dishes on the list.
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• Lisa Zanghi: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• Andy Andrews Live: 12:15; Andy Andrews General Store & Museum; The
Wharf, Orange Beach.
• Karaoke w. Kelly: 8; Sandshaker at
The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• JW Karaoke: 6; Hub Stacy’s, Innerarity
Point.
• Manna Center Food Pantry: 9-11 & 2-4;
First Baptist Church of Gulf Shores;
2300 West 1st St.; also adult & children's
clothes, computer access, limited financial assistance. Info: 251-948-2485.

• Baldwin Senior Softball Group: 10
a.m.; 50 and over; 10.am.; call 225/3138516 for info & location.
• GriefShare Support Group, 6; Point
Baptist Church, 13801 Innerarity Point
Rd, Pensacola; 601-278-6973.
• Texas Hold ‘em: 7; The Office, Foley.
• Pool Tourney: 7; Snapper’s; Orange
Beach.
• Al-Anon: 7 p.m.; Lillian United
Methodist Church, 12770 N. Perdido St.

WED, NOV 30

• Sassy Bass Singer/Songwriter Contest
Finals: 6-9p.m; Sassy Bass Cookout Tiki
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

City Rhythm Big Band Dance Dec. 10 at Loxley Civic Center
The City Rhythm Big Band will host a dance on Dec. 10 at The Loxley
Civic Center from 7-10 p.m. Tickets are $15 per person, byob beverages
and snacks. Water/cups and ice will be provided. The Loxley Civic Center is located at 4198 Municipal Park Dr. on the westside of Hwy. 59.
Dances are also scheduled January 28, February 25, March 18, April 1,
from 7-10 p.m. Special holiday dances are from 4-7 p.m. on May 29, July
1 and September 4. The dances feature music of the big band era, for
dancing and listening. Put on a string of pearls, take the “A” train, and
get in the mood for a night of music and dancing.

Advertising Information:
850-492-5221

mulletwrapper.com

Bar, Fort Morgan.
• Austin Thompson: 6; Tacky Jacks, Fort
Morgan.
• Bingo: 6; Tacky Jacks, Orange Beach.
• Shawn Lackey: 5; Doc’s Seafood &
Steakhouse; Beach Rd., Orange Beach.
• Robert Broom: 5; American Legion Post
99; Gulf Shores.
• Flora-Bama Rest. Complex Possible
Probables: Schedule on Pages 28-29; Perdido Key.
• Flora-Bama Family Friendly Bingo: 1-4
p.m.; free; family friendly; Flora-Bama;
Perdido Key.
• John Brust: 6; Ms. Nancy’s Lobby
Lounge at Perdido Beach Resort, Orange
Beach.
• Open Jam: 7:30; Good Time Charlie’s;
Foley.
• Open Mic: 6; Tacky Jacks, Gulf Shores.
• Gary Story & Friends: 8; Sandshaker
at The Wharf; Orange Beach.
• John Joiner & Darrel Roberts: 6; Hub
Stacy’s, Innerarity Point.
• Karaoke & League Pool: 7:30; The Of-

fice, Foley.
• Smokey Otis & Mark Laborde: 7;
Pappa Rocco’s; Gulf Shores.
• Bingo: 10 a.m.; American Legion Post
99; Foley.
• BBRC Running Club: 5:30 p.m.; Big
Beach Brewery in Gulf Shores; lafleetfeet.com.
• Open Mixed Doubles Tennis: 7:15 a.m.;
all levels welcome; Gulf Shores Tennis
Center.
• Food Ministry at Morgan's Chapel
United Methodist Church: 8-9 a.m.; 6325
Cty Rd 10, Bon Secour, (across from
Swift School); 251-979-2005.
• Food Ministry For Hungry Families:
noon-1 p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church,
corner of West 23rd Ave. and West 4th
St. in Gulf Shores; 251-968-5991.
• Food Bank: 9 - 11 a.m every Wednesday, Perdido Bay Baptist Church, 12600
Sorrento Rd. Pensacola; call for eligiblity
requirements at (850) 492-2604.
• Bread Ministry: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Orange Beach United Methodist Church

Brook's Center.
• Al-Non: 12:30; Live Oak AFG, St
John's Episcopal Church, 401 Live Oak
Ave., Pensacola.

Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • Email: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022 • Page 45

Page 46• The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022 • Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS • Email: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com

AROUND TOWN

Alabama’s beaches will see record tax revenues in 2022
Gulf Shores & Orange Beach Tourism (GSOBT) has released
partial-year tourism figures for 2022 and the numbers through
August show a very solid year so far. President & CEO Beth
Gendler says the numbers are a testament to the area continuing
to sync with key travel trends – road trip destinations with a variety of outdoor activities – and meetings business returning.
“We saw a huge increase in meeting room nights this year,” explained Gendler. “This segment is up 47.4 percent, and we have
worked with our hotel partners, at their request, to push meeting
business to our shoulder seasons – a strategy that has obviously
worked very well for our area.”
According to the tourism office, the Alabama Department of
Revenue reports taxable lodging revenues for Alabama’s Beaches
through August beat last year’s all-time high for the same time
frame - $747 million this year compared to $668 million through
August 2021. This amount is higher than the total for all of 2019,
the previous pre-pandemic record year. Taxable retail sales
through August hit $1.1 billion for the first time, the second consecutive year for this category to top $1 billion before the end of
the year. For most of this year, occupancy levels for both hotels
and vacation rentals have hovered between pre-pandemic levels
and 2021 record-setting levels.
Gendler added that short-term vacation rentals make up the
majority of lodging inventory in the Gulf Shores, Orange Beach,
and Fort Morgan area – more than 14,000 total units are available as short-term rentals.
“Once again, we have seen strong numbers in terms of occupancy, lodging tax and retail sales tax revenue, which continues
to show our growth towards being a year-round vacation destination,” said Gendler. “While summer is still our most popular
time for guests to come enjoy our beaches, we are seeing winter,
spring and fall hitting close to 50 percent occupancy for vacation
rentals. This level of steady occupancy in what has traditionally
been our slower months means steady employment for our more
than 63,600 local tourism-related workers.”
Increases in revenue generally mean an increase in visitors,
but Gendler says final visitation estimates and tourism economic
impact for 2022 will not be completed by the state until the spring
of next year. According to last year’s Economic Impact Report by
the Alabama Tourism Department, Baldwin County welcomed
eight million guests who spent $7.3 billion with area businesses,
resulting in 63,628 travel-related jobs that generated $2.4 billion
in wages and salaries. But according to Gendler, Alabama’s
Beaches weathered the challenges of the last two years – the
COVID pandemic and a major hurricane – better than many
other destinations.
“One thing our guests have proven to us time and again when
our area faces a crisis is how very loyal they are to choosing us as
their favorite beach vacation,” added Gendler. “And their loyalty
is vital to the economy of this community.
To address the workforce issue, Gendler says the Gateway Initiative – a coalition of the Coastal Alabama Business Chamber,
the South Baldwin Chamber of Commerce and others including
the tourism office – has developed a plan for a facility that would
provide much-needed housing for up to 2,000 seasonal workers,
an education and training center, a childcare center, and more.
“South Baldwin County continues to grow – both in terms of
full-time residents and in guests who choose our area for their
vacation,” added Gendler. “That growth is a blessing.
“Our role goes beyond just inviting guests to come here for their
vacation; our role truly impacts the quality of life of the people
who live here because the money our guests spend has a major
impact on city budgets,’’ she added. “Strong budgets have allowed
our cities to create such a great community with so much to offer
in terms of quality of life; that quality of life is what makes people want to visit here and want to move here and open or move
businesses here. Tourism, quality of life, and economic development are truly intertwined.”

Billy Claus & The LuLuBelles at LuLu’s Dec. 10
Enjoy a memorable family Holiday experience at
LuLu’s Gulf Shores Annual Billy Claus and The LuLuBelles free event on Saturday, December 10. The
fun starts at 1 p.m. Billy Claus, Santa’s warm
weather-loving brother, will arrive at 2 p.m. For those
wishing to make a full day of it, the LuLu’s Christmas Lighted Boat Parade leaves from LuLu’s Homeport Marina at dusk.
Bring a toy to donate to LuLu’s Toy Drive benefiting
the Christian Service Center! All toys must be new
and unwrapped. If you or someone you know is in
need please visit cscgs.com
In addition to kid’s arts & crafts activities, there will
also be a 1:45 p.m. reading of Billy Claus and the
Spirit of Christmas children’s book written by Lucy
Buffett.
Billy lives in the Caribbean but comes this way to
help Santa during the Holiday season. The LuLuBelles are Billy’s fun version of Santa’s elves. Billy
visit with children and pass their wish list to his
brother. Billy and the LuLuBelles will be available
for photos with the children. LuLu’s is located in Gulf
Shores under the HWY 59 Bridge, next to Homeport
Marina. For more Billy Claus information, call (251)
967-5858 or visit LuLuBuffett.com.

Foley’s Dream Center receives $5K grant
The Dream Center of Baldwin County is pleased to
announce it has received a $5,000 grant from The
Community Foundation of South Alabama’s Closing
the Opportunity Gap Initiative. These funds support
programs that will narrow the opportunity gap present among our local youth.
The Dream Center, located in Foley, is a diversion
program that serves at-risk youth ages 12-18. The
Dream Center partners with Juvenile Justice and
area schools to help break the cycle of abuse, victimization, and criminality by providing mentoring, evi-

dence-based programs such as S.P.A.R.K. and
T.E.A.M, conflict resolution training, drug and alcohol education and accountability, classroom tutoring
and homework assistance, financial assistance for
clothing needs and extra-curricular activities, a food
pantry, work force readiness, and college application
assistance.
Funding from thr one-year grant will assist the
Dream Center of Baldwin County by supporting case
managers in implementing its evidence-based programs and by providing daily meals, snacks, and activities for Dream Center participants.
“We are eager to fund organizations that are making
efforts to close the ‘Opportunity Gap’ in our community,” said Community Foundation of South Alabama
President & CEO Rebecca Byrne. “Our funding and
support ensure that our children will grow into capable adults who can contribute to a prosperous and
sustainable society.”
For more information on The Dream Center of Baldwin County, visit dreamcenterbaldwincounty.com.
“We are committed to utilizing these funds to further our mission of helping the youth in Baldwin
County overcome the socioeconomic barriers preventing them from achieving success in academics and in
the community,” said Dream Center Executive Director Joe Aldrete.

Santa drops into ‘Bama at noon on Dec. 10
The annual Flora-Bama Santa Drop will be on Saturday, Dec. 10 from 11 a.m. ‘til 2 p.m. at the beach
and in the big tent at the world famous lounge on the
state line. Santa will skydive onto the beach at noon
and then head to the tent with his bag of goodies for
free Santa pics. It doesn’t matter how old you are, you
can still sit on Santa’s lap and ask for whatever you
want. Prior to Santa’s arrival at noon, the ‘Bama staff
will coordinate kids crafts, games, face painting, juice
and sweet treats. All for free. The ‘Bama’s possibleprobable musicians will play live music featuring holiday tunes for the kiddos.

Tree lighting, snow, parade, downtown open house, concerts part of Foley’s Christmas fun
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in Foley, as
Heritage Park and downtown Foley transform into a
wonderland for Foley's annual holiday celebrations.
Festivities begin at 6 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 2, with
Christmas in the Park and the lighting of Foley’s official tree. Expect holiday music and a visit from Santa
and his elves. The Foley Caboose Club will provide free
train rides around the park for children of all ages. Explore the miniature lighted village, and enjoy Christmas trees decorated by local businesses. Awards for the
Christmas Tree Decorating Contest will also be given
out. The Mobile Symphony Youth Orchestra will perform a holiday concert at the Foley Civic Center at 7
p.m.
The Annual Foley Kiwanis Club Christmas Parade
will be rolling through the streets of downtown Foley
on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 10 a.m. The parade will follow
the same route as in previous years. Lineup will begin
at 8 a.m. between the Foley Armory and the Foley Public Library.
Downtown Foley’s Christmas Open House will be
held December 3 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Look for the
Grinch who will be hanging around downtown for pictures.
The city’s Let it Snow celebration will also be held on
Dec. 3 and feature a marketplace filled with local vendors and artisans from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Expect delicate snow flurries to fall in the park during the event,
which includes an art village, bounce houses, WhoVille
Hair Salon, and other activities. The Foley High School
Band and The Magnolia Dance Company will be performing during the festivities in the park. Santa will
be available from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. More info: visitfo-

ley.com or 251-943-1300.
The Baldwin Pops Christmas Concert will be held at
7 p.m. on Dec. 5 at the Foley Civic Center.
Foley Main Street is also having their first annual
window decorating contest where Downtown Foley
businesses have the opportunity to win a $500 or $250
a prize. The entrants will be posted on Foley Main
Street’s Facebook page and voting closes December 16.
For more information send questions to foleymainstreet@gmail.com .
Pictured: The Foley Main Street Promotions Committee L to R: Lindsay Schumacher, Doug Catlett,
Patti Catlett, Darrelyn Dunmore, Kristi Sanders,
Chairman Lillian Taylor and Tracey St. John. preparing to hand out lights in Downtown Foley.

Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS • Email: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022 • Page 47

Page 48 • The Mullet Wrapper • Nov. 16-30, 2022 • Ad. Info: 850-492-5221 • SHARE YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS • Email: mulletwrapper@gulftel.com

y
n
n
u
F
s
e
n
o
B

By Ron “Bones” Jones

"Grandpa, why don't you have
any life insurance?"
"So you can all be really sad
when I die."
•••••••••
Two beefy men came to my
house to install some new floor
covering in the kitchen. Once
they had moved the stove and
refrigerator out of the way, it
was not long before the job was
done.
As they were getting ready to

leave, I asked them to put the
heavy appliances back in place.
The two men demanded $45
for this service, stating it was
not in their contract.
I really had no choice but to
pay them.
As soon as they left, however,
the doorbell rang. It was the
two men. They asked me to
move my car, which was blocking their van.
I told them my fee was $45.
•••••••••
By Replacing your morning
coffee with green tea you can
lose what little joy you still
have left in this life.
•••••••••
Someone just called my phone,
sneezed and then hung up. I’m
getting sick and tired of these
cold calls.
•••••••••
The cost of Halloween Candy
is up 13.1% since last year, and
to make matters worse, they're
giving us less in every package.
For example, Good 'n Plenty is
now Not Bad 'N A Couple. The
$100,000 Bar is now the $27
Bite. Then, of course, there's
the new 2 Musketeers bar.
•••••••••
• Why is it that if someone tells
you that there are 1 billion
stars in the universe you will

believe them, but if they tell
you a wall has wet paint you
will have to touch it to be sure?
• "I am" is reportedly the shortest sentence in the English language. "I Do," is the longest
sentence.
• When cheese gets its picture
taken, what does it say?
•••••••••
Customer in a waterfront
restaurant: “Waiter, these are
very small oysters!”
Waiter: “Yes sir, they are very
small.”
Customer: “Also, they do not
appear to be very fresh!”
Waiter with a resourceful response: “Then it’s lucky they’re
small, ain’t it sir?”
•••••••••
The art student approached
the professor to ask why the
grade for the the portrait of his
brother he submitted for a class
assignment was so poor. The
teacher told him that the proportions in the painting were
incorrect.
"The head is too big," the professor explained. "The shoulders are too wide, and the feet
are enormous."
The next day, the art student
brought his brother to see the
professor. He took one look and
said, "Okay, A minus."

•••••••••
My cousin was having a terrible time falling asleep unless he
was lying on a pile of old magazines.
It turns out he had back issues.
•••••••••
Being a little older now, I am
very glad to have someone call
to check in on me every day. He
is from India and is very concerned about my car warranty.
•••••••••
A man was killed by a shark
while on his honeymoon in Australia.
Reports say he didn't suffer
too long, as he was only married three days.
•••••••••
Signs That You Are Too
Drunk......
• You have to hold onto the
lawn to keep from falling off the
earth.
• Your doctor finds traces of
blood in your alcohol stream.
• The back of your head keeps
getting hit by the toilet seat.
• You can focus better with one
eye closed.
• The parking lot seems to
have moved while you were in
the bar.
• Mosquitoes catch a buzz after
biting you.

• Your idea of cutting back is
less salt in your margarita.
•••••••••
Woman at the bar: "What do
you and I have in common?"
Me: "They're both vowels.’’
•••••••••
Soldier: "Captain, if we do happen to step on a mine, Sir, what
do we do?"
Captain: "Normal procedure,
soldier. Jump 200 feet in the air
and scatter oneself over a wide
area."
•••••••••
American tourist: "What's the
quickest way to Marystown?"
Newfoundland local: "Are ya
walkin' er drivin'?"
American Tourist: "I'm driving."
Newfoundland local: "Well,
that's the quickest way."
•••••••••
Two golfers are ready to play
on the 11th tee as a funeral
cortege passes by. The first
player stops, doffs his cap, and
bows his head as the cortege
passes.
“That was a really nice thing
to do,” the second golfer says.
“It’s good to see there is still
some respect in the world.”
“Well, it’s only right,” the first
golfer replies. “I was married to
her for 35 years.”
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PICTURES OF THE WEEK

Sunrise over Gulf State Park
Pier by Phillip Thomas.

Fall sunrise from Lisa Melton.

From Debbie Sammelman of St.
Louis

“Shooting arrows at the moon during Shrimp Fest 2022,’’ writes Heather
Satterwhite.

Perdido Bay sunset from from Patti Bergstrom.
“Butterflies in my
writes Diane Folio.

bushes,’’

A view from Perdido Key by Michelle Hoolihan.

“We were walking the Jeff Friend Trail when two of the Blue Angels came
to practice over Little Lagoon,’’ writes Douglas Hamm.

Ad. Info: mulletwrapper.com
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Rocco, Lash, and Taylor at The
Night of The Living Reds wine
dinner at the Lodge at Gulf State
Park. There are three distinct
restaaurants at GSP: Perch,
Woodide & Foodcraft.

“Happy Thanksgiving to Mr.
Mouse,’’ writes Steve Ward.

“Enjoying an afternoon kayak
ride on Ole River with our dog,’’
writes Pat Thornton.
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Text 251-FOR-RENT.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
THE GROVE
The Grove is Foley’s Premier 55+ Community for Active Lifestyles. New 3Bd/2Ba
Manufactured Homes with prices starting
in the $100’s or custom build your retirement dream in this beautiful gated community.
Enjoy the Clubhouse, Pool,
Jacuzzi, Activities. Minutes from beaches.
www.thefoleygrove.com or 251-971-1033.
Please include this in the next publication.
FOLEY GATED COMMUNITY
Beautiful 3/2, all brick home in Foley
gated community. Only 3 years old, all tile
flooring, better than new with many upgrades. $349,900. Call Angela Calascione,
Gold Star Realty,704-231-5976.

FOR RENT

SENIORS-1BR
Roomy Island Style Cottage apt in downtown Gulf Shores, ON the Intercoastal
Waterway! Near park, restaurants, and
churches. Just a few blocks from Acme
Oyster House. No dogs, no smoking. ALL
utilities included. 55+ older only. Only
$890/mo. Text 251-269-2156.
OWNERS/P.M.’S
Owners & P.M.’s - Join hundreds Ms –
Join HUNDREDS of owners and property
managers who already advertise with us!
No added site fees, no commissions, low
annual subscription. Alabama Vacation
Home Rentals – Locally owned and operated ALAVHR.com (251) 333-6500. (6/26/23)
NO SITE FEES
Stop paying site fees! Save up to 20% on
your next vacation by booking directly
from Verified Owners. Snowbirds? Pet
friendly? Military discounts? Hundreds to
choose from! How much will you save? Alabama
Vacation
Home
Rentals
ALAVHR.com (251) 333-6500. (6/26/23)
FOLEY STUDIO
Foley – Studio Apt for Seniors – In town,
No smoking. Stable income required. All
utilities included. 55+ only. No pets. Text
251-752-0381.
RV LOT
RV lot Between Foley and Gulf Shores; Lot
only. All utilities are included. $450 per
month. 251-586-1772
OFFICE/SHOP/CAFE
Office - cafe - shop for lease in Gulf Shores.
Upscale location; Text Alla at 251-9236475; Ryals Realty.
OFFICE SPACE
Class A Office Space for Lease. Gulf
Shores Commercial Park. Available Soon:

SERVICES, ETC.
WE REPAIR SCREENS
We repair and replace damaged and loose
screen. No job too big or small, specializing in screen pool enclosures. Licensed
and insured, all services performed by
local Gulf Coast Veterans. Please call
228-229-7765. (12/14)
GRAPHIC DESIGN & WEBSITES
Fast, affordable, LOCAL service for all
your design needs: business cards, menus,
brochures, flyers, website design, ad design, signage/banner design, logos and
more. 20+ years experience. Call 251-2331194 or visit amandalilagren.com (12/25)
GUITAR LESSONS
By appointment at our Orange Beach
recording studio; 25823 Canal Rd. in Orange Beach; call Top Hat; 251-609-7907;
also demo recording and cd duplication.
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Local, Insured, and Dependable Handyman that provides a wide range of services
for most budgets. No job is too small, we
do it all! Available some evenings and
weekends. Please call or text James at
251-223-0188. 11/30)
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